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POLT^IC^J.  ACTIVITIES  OP  PHILIP  FKF^^KKAII 

B;'-  Sariuel  E.  Ponian 

A  Disserta.tion  suhraitted  to  the  Board  of  Uriiversit;'-  Sti^dies 
of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  confornity  with  the 

requirei'ients  for  the  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  1897 
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"E^.Ci^' 


PREFACE, 


In    t^:is   i,kr?v   »;r  Ph^In^   Fi'jno^u    I   have    tried    to   bring   out    i: 
lis   proptir  pro^joi-tKyn   the   public    side   of   the  inan's    cfareer,        Th 
have    appeared    aeverhl    -.ccounls    of  Frjneau   as    a   poet,    and   tho 
appreciutive   and   just.        But    as    a   politician   and   publicist   Fren 
r.  -  ■•eceived    the   attenti'n^he   deserves.        Historians   hav^    : 

Content    to   bestov/  upon  hiin  a   conteu.i-tuous   pnrase   and   1j 
H?    -^■.    -    "reptile   journalist",    a    "barking   cur",    a    "low    eciiio;-", 
"deim  .t  -^l  ic    scribbler".         Sucn    Lr^-atuienl    is    unfair    to    the  ineiiio-' 
Frenoau    and    is   not    good   history.        Any    one   who  v/ill    i-k^    ^■--    ^  • 
ble    to   g;t    at    tr.e    ftcts    of  Freneau's    life   wili    find 
serves    the   g-atitude   of  posterity,    not    its   contempt.        It    v/as    a 
long   and    storuiy   life   and    it   v/as    lived   for  human   rights    and  h  :... 
freedom. 

N*^ tiling  liy 'i  -.  ouinpl.ji'j  i-r"e  ^'f- F;"-'nGrTr-h-&d~-4»»eR- rntilTsh-?!! 
matei-THi-^-l'uf  «ugh  a  lii'e  are  Scahty&ha  sVch  ma L 4 1* i 'alt^  (t»- onic 
a  re"S'c  £t  t  ■.■  i "  j  J   u  a  ei  1-y .        In— t^j   prcpa-^i  luii   erfT'.  "-STrFnrh 

orrg-irrtdr -s<.->-^4i«-w>r-rTffve   been   corvSi7i-t'»d--w^h^rev5"r~^trhei    have  ijeer.    at 
t6inable-i-       In   tr.e  prosecution   of  my   work    I   have   been  ^   ■ 
sistr.l   by    tr.e  Librarians   of   ti-.e  New  York  Histo-'ical    Soc^    i. 
the   ? "l--:.nia   Historical    Society,    and    to    t  .e 


t-.an. 


vA    tc 
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YOUTH   A!:D   ICARLY  LllKUi^OD . 

—T—r^l   'n    rtUPE^i'mY:    BTRTii  HT.q_Iit^J>W»»tf>?-'       i'    KKr.n    at    PRIilCE- 

TOM   COLUELOK. ILLS..Ji.L5XlIiimSiJilILAasa&L.VTJSS^ PA^*<^SiG^^-t)KklS  . 

A    REBEI.I,  I OUS   RHYirlBSTfifi-i — ~*S4«tWW--;   V  t;C.\  T I  Oil . 

Xxnon      those  v^b.o   fled   fro.Ti  Px-ance   on   account    of   the   porsecut icn 

that    fol^o^7ed   the   revocation   of   the  Edict    of  Mai'tes  v;ei'e_j2 aquas 

Presneau,   iXcoIjs   Fresneau,    and    Ai-idre'    Fresneau.        Caquas   4r:a 

\ 
Nicolas   f  oiiTid  \efuce    in   P.ngland,   while  Andre'    sought    tlio  froGdom  of 

the  lle\7  World.        ^lis    sturdy   youn:;  Frenchman   sailed  from  Rochelle 

.  \.,  i 

iij   coui^. 4in:'  vv'ith  nthe\Hu^urnc ts    in  1702   and  landed   in   the    town   Qf 

;  \ 

Nqv;  York  m  the  same  yed^.  .r 

\  \ 

Like  most  of  his  fellu\  exiles  in  Ame'rica,  Andre'  Presneau  ;proe 
pered  and  became  one  of  the  sitjstavitial  citizens  of  old  Nev/  YorkiJ 


Publicationiof^Caniden  Scciety^-'"no.82\  p.45 . 

V'The  value  of  the  old  Prertch  element  in-^ev/  York  is  now  coming  to 
be  ■reco>T;nizGd.    The  Dutch  and  En,^:lish  did  t,iuch  to  sh.ape  the  thoujgh^ 
but  not  everything.    The  influence  of  the  Pi^eti-ch  wiio  settled  M3\/ ; 

York  has  proved  broad  and  national,  affect  ii.ii  deeply  all  tlie  intqr- 

\ 

ests  of  the  United  States.    Evoryivhei-e  may  ba  fcund\the  descendar  ts 

-elk        \ 

of   the  TIuQtienots,   whc; ,    after   beiirg  Enf^lish   in   colonial   >t^riod,    bej 

cafrie   the   loyal  AmericanJof   the   Revolutit.n,   and   the   storlin^^  patriots 
■     *  '  ^  \  ' 

of  our   day."        :.lemorial   History   of  now  York,    vol.iv.,    -1.378.  ■, 


In  1705,  upor.  the  payment  of  the  customary  fiv 

poration,  he  '.vas  made  a  frooman  of  the  city.    Hefor"  the  end  of 
th3  rei^^n  I'f  Queon  Ani-ie  vre   find  him  with  other  citizens  j-etit i«  nin;; 
her  maj?aty  for  relief  froia  t::e  burdens  occasiined  by  urijust  nav- 
igatii  n  la-.YS .    These  burdens  fel.:  with  peculiar  force  upon  I'Ves- 
neau  for  he  was  at  tli  s  tir.ie  enyaf^ed  in  the  shipiun{3  business.   TVi 
the  cours'?  of  soue  years  he  became  c^ne  of  the  agents  of  the  Royal 
".'est  India  Company  of  France. 

Andre'  Fresnea^,  wao  one  of  the  founders  of  the  old  Fi-enc?-; 
Ch-arch  w'lich  st^od  for  so  Icn^  Uj'on  Pine  Street,  ir.  llev;  York,  and 
wliicli  '.7as  tlie  cradle  of  Hut:;  .enot  influence  i;:  tlie  United  States. 
Tt  is  from  the  records  of  that  church  that  v/g  learn  some  oi:"  t;ie 
leading  facts  of  Fresneau's  life.    But  the  f.-.ct  of  hi  a  marriage  is 
not  recorded  in  the  annals  of  Saint  Esprit.    Foi-  that  ■••vent  we 
must  r,o   to  the  records  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church  where  we 
find  t-iat  Andre'  Fresneau  on  the  seventeenth  of  June  _^1710j  took  as 
his  bride  Marie  iJorinl  .   Retui-nii;-'.:  to  the  records  .QX_jy3.e.?i"'ench 

*r)oc'L.iments  Relating  t(-  Colonial  History  of  Ik-w  Y*. rk ,  vol.Iv.  p. 332. 
^Mag--zine*/.merican  History,  vol.iv,  p.2o6. 
^The  record  in  th-^-  maryiage  book  stands  thus: 
1710,  JuTiy  17,  Andries  Fresrf-'au  et  Marie  Morijn. 


Ghm'cii  and  exauilidng  thoM  for-  tjie  year  17JJ2» -V^d_ririd.\t]:ie  followirig 
eijitry: 

Bapiesme.   Le  Samecly  l^me  Janvier  l''il'^/-^   avant  myd.s  est  no 
?ieri*e  Fresneau  fils  d     anurj'*'  fresneau  et  de  Marie  Morin  ij:;ptise 
par  Mons^  louis  Rou  en  sa  Maison  le  dimanche  10^  du  mene  rnois 
pi  esente'  .:u  3t  Baptes  ■'='  ■  r  i.lons^  Rene'  Ilett  et  Mad  Ester  Charron, 
P;rrian  et  Mai'raine. 

Andre  Fresneau 
Rene'  Hot 

Kou  Pasteui',  Ester  Cl:ari'on  " 

I    From  thi.  ^"  :.t  irn  that  on  tho  eleventh  of  January ,  IVll*  t'i.e 
home  of  Andi-e'  Fresneau  v/as  blessed  '.vit!-!  a  son  v;ho  vras  duly  bai)tised 
and  named  Pierre.   Andre  Fresneau  v;as  the  fathn-  of  other  children 
bat   it  is  only  with  this  Pierre  that  v;e  are  at  jiresent  concej-n3d. 

Pierre  Fresneau,  (or  Freneau,  as  the  name  was  nov;  swelled.), 
rpllcviriij  in  the  footsteps  ef  his  father  i^rev;  up  as  a  merchant. 


Collection  Huguenot  Society , p. 144. 

The  fame  of  Andre'  Fresneau  the  first  of  his  race  in  America  is  pre- 
served in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Huguenot  Family  Fontaine.   He  is'thei-e 
described  as  a  ^-^od-f earin^T  man,  ujjright  and  foremost  in  all  good 
worl'vS.    ..'.emoii's  Huguenot  Family,  p. 296, 

The  s  was  dropp-^-d  froia  the  sp'elling  about  tho  middle  of  the  l:^st 
century,   DeLancy,,  Proceedings  of  ]Tu/^u'^no_t  Society  ,_p.CV  . 


t.^.,    LVjL^uO     ^ui/-L^Cii-fl-n_^ GL->J>^-ia^ — t/-ir — *fcM*,-«. d:^ 


iC^ZXj   It  iL^O   fr-\i  II  (.1  \j(^  UN  .V  I  i'_  ^ 


\ 

With  his  brotl'.er  Andrev;  aa  partiiei-  he  onna^^eU  in  the  wine  busin  ..,. , 
and  coueiucted  a  brisk  trade  v/itii  ..iadeira  and  Bordeaux!    But  his 
enei-'^ies  v/oro  not  conTined  to  inei'cant ilo  pui'sulL...      .    ;Fe  pur- 
chased in  the  northern  part  of  Mev;  Jersey  a  tract  of  land  cont'ain- 
in^  upward  of  a  thousand  aci-es.    He  had  married  a.=JE3tts-  in  Nev;  Jer- 
sey and  it  was  his  intention  to  developH  this  land  and  live  Uj.un  it 


tor 


wit'.i  his  family.    But  death  (broke  up  his  plans)  at  the  early  a^e  of 


thirty-seven.    Tie  vras   buried  by  tlie  side  of  his  fat  ,er  in  the  old 
A 

Trinity  ch»rch-yard.    Pierre  left  tv/o  sons  and  t'.vo  dauci'^ers. 
Bojth  of  these  sons  have  left  their  names"   on  the  pages  of  the  his- 
toVy  of  otir  country/   One  of  them,  Philip  JVeneau  tiie  subject  of 
the  follov/Ln^  sketch,  v/as  so  great  a  pov;or  in  the  formative  period 
of  our  nationa!!  life  that  he  deserves  to  be  cLvssed  among  t!ie  maliers 
of  the  nation. 


arisv/old's  Poets  of  America  , p. ■•)1 . 

Peter  i-'reneau,  the  yoan;;-^!-  brm-iici  cu'  flit^lnip,  after  completing  his 
education^v/ont  to  South  Carolina  woero  he  remained  until  his  death. 
He  entered  politics  r.nd  was  elected  Secretary  of  State.    In  1795 
he  became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  City  Guzettjg  of  ..'harles- 
ton,  a  daily  devotod  to  the  interest  of  th-  democratic  party.    He 
was  a  clear  and  cog^it  -yriter,  and  his  advocacy  of  democratic 
notions  attracted  the  attentic-n  and  sectired  t  o  confidence  of  Jef- 
ferson.   Peter  Freneau  was  t'-ie  official  supporter  in  South  Carolina 
of  t:~-5  ad;:!'-!'.  L  3t  I'.it  icjTi  ,  ar.Li  Ii  i  s  v'^t-ii-ci   v/ia  a  a   '.ai-e  iii  tho  \  uli-i  na.'G 


PHILIP  FREIIEAU  vaa  born  in  the  city  of  Mew  York,  .an.l-"-,  I'^bJi. 
His  father  y-3s  ttc  hv.ve  seen,,  died  when  Philip  was  but  a  \^BKnf=-^»fflafclJ. 
child.    His  motlier  upun  the  deatli  of  her  ?iULjband  removed  from  New 
York  to  Iier- na t xv&=^dutJL&- M e'.v  Jei'sey^^(.{  iVdth  ?ier  foui-  c!iildren-eh« — 
established  herself  upon  the  Freneaxi  estate  of  Mount   Pleasant,  a 
settlement  just  outside  of  Middletown  Poir.t  (nov/  f.Iattawan)  in  i'.lon- 
Moth  County.   Philip  v/as  given  into  the  hands  of  ^ood  tutors  and 
^■rre   proved  to  be  a  diligent  pupil.    One  of  his  teachers  was  the 
P.ev.  William  Tennant ,  a  divine  v/liose  name  is  still  held  in  blessed 
memory  in  Morimo*^  County.   Dr.  Tennant  was  acting  president  of 
Princeton  College  when  Preneau  entered  that  institution  as  a  Fr*esh- 
man  in  ITotix   PhilJ-J'  v;as  so  v;sll  prepared  thai  the  president  wi-o., 
a  note  to  Mrs.  Freneau  congratulating  her  upon  her  sons  superior 
acquirements f   Philip  remained  at  Princeton  College  for  four  year^ 


man  was  -mad^^ 


-?ii«.dLnfluencasfor   the   building-  oT-characterns^as  very 


of  the   gove^rrimeri-t^     -He  vi^s   a   hard--TTOTKeF''ariT'Tre"^maa^'T^^^^ 
as   an   organizer  and  promotex"    of   the  democ.-atic   cause.        !^e   died    in 
1813.  Cyclopedia   of  American  Blugraphy,   also  Uyc3»pedia   of     Amer- 

ican Literature,   vol.i.,    p.   334. 

JJ^Iagernan   s   History   of  Colle,;e   of  Nev;   Jersey. 

Li/iriswold' s   Poc-s   of  America,    p. 31. 


strunt;    «*t — P''  "•  n''  '■'•■ 

hut-b.u    or  wl'.xK/CiSirrr^    T 

tne  pi-aiir.iior.c    bnd    aggressions    uf  England.        ThtJ   ^i-'js  id-jnt  ,    J 

Wiiherspuon,    WaS    one   of   tno   signerd    of   li-.e   ^ecl & rsjt  lur,    of   I 

donee.        Ai.iorg   I'-.g   students    in   v.-hcii-  i.j.nd=    rob-il  J  nn  wts   guruiinit- 

mg  were  Henry  Lee,    Hugt.  Ericket^ridge,    Samuel    Spring,    Willaiu.i  Rr^d 

'■•  i'd,    A^ron  Burr,    Fr^ra  erick   Frel  irghuysen, 


Jai:,GS  MadisorV^*' 


class-matey^'^-^Erackenridge,  Madison  dnd  Y 
re^u  for.i.eci  a  Triendsl-.i^  .vr.^cr.  w l. s-  f  i ft.i  j.i\q/^ \>ri it t  rid  diiring  tr.ei/ 
college   career   b:iT4-  wr.icp.   w  -  e   di^su]^'■^d    m    ifl  '  ■      .^^  ■•-    ■  >■  i       *■>       i 


(^ 


/: 


flj^   *3ever;:.l    yeai's    before    a    si  oo>    L.f   w- "    a;-  =  j.n3l    t,c3  jnotr.e"    coTir.- 
try    could    be   discovered,    an    electric    spctrk    of   patriotic    fire   W- 
£i'"u^k    in   Pr^nceti.'n  whicn   bei  okened   the   flame    that    afterward    1. 
e.I    .  i-    :'eA-   Jersey.         Jsh.es   Madison  'in   1770   wrote    to   TnoiuaS   Mart-     : 
''.Ve   have   no   nev/3    but    the   base    conduct    of   the  merchants    m   break 
through   the    spirited    resolutions   not    to    import.         The    letters    t, 
the   merchants    regarding    then-   concurrence   WbS    lately    b-rned    by    the 
students    of   this   pl,ce    in    the   college   yard,    all    wf   tr.em  appe^inng 
in  black   gowns    trd   the    i  ell    tolling.        There   are   about    115    in   \ 
cille^^e   grariuuar    school,    till    of    tneu    in   An.encan   cloth.'"      Prino 
k'-d    lis    Institutions,      vol.1,    p.    IGl. 
MacLes-n's   Histo;-.    of   the    Golljf-e    of   Njv/    J:-.-..:-/. 


'T;: 


verse   patties    in    collefi,    bul.    fcilsc>    tt-.u^a    uruiLii" 
l^.av?   b'ifoi'e  lae   6   consid 9r<able  manuscript    vclui/is   oT 


ly   os    tr.'i- 

v:    charao 
•    libor-ly.  1 


-nal 


>§^ 


It    equal    uroi.u'M  K-ns-IZ^ 


In   Hj 


.tlitiCiil    satires   written   by    tr.eia    m   about    equ&l    ^jr^i 

Freneau   and   Pr-^ckenrid^o    '  '  hand   at    ver^o    =s   well. 

I  i-.  :    atiei.ii-t   PrciCkenria^e   dxaoovo'eu   whctt    he   could   ncA   do,    ai 

vanity    ci-'HSt  rhin-id   him   to    ar,    occasional    mdiilir  :r.c  e    in    bad    v- 

^11    r.is   lii"?.         Freneau's    soi/n^iaoric    pen,    on    tne    ui.i:er   hand,    lii^v,^ 

•j-sily    and   ijiracefully    ar.d    t^i-ned    ofl"   lines    thai    soi..et ii..-3.-    sib.:'Klj'J 

•.vxth    the   li.-'iir.i.    oT   i^enius.         Soiu:;    of    tnese    youthful    piec 

clu:i 'cHby   Freneau    in   an    etiition   of  his   poei-.s   published    in   afi   -• 

taost    of   tt.ej..-£.re    oT   no   consequence    ,    yet    l:.e.     show    that 
Fr-encau's   native    talent    fo-^   verse  writir.g  was    ve'-y    strong.        **w 

a   s t  o rm-art  -^  ffea i   "gr TdrF' Otn; ': 

"Though  hid   b"eneat"!f'tf?^~efe\r*!?f*tt^t)f^Tr.-«-  raain. 
To    tny    bl-e^s*- tf-*?rrt^»i-e- -w.iaj^-.i-.4.oi*lfc...*ut»-AR»-- ... 


^Oct 


plough  from  thy  sif^ht  to  utt'";i*  darkneas  thro'^^n, 

Stisll  will  T  trust,  and  trust  in  thee  alone. 

'YLth  "an^'uish  deep  T  felt  the  billows  roll; 

Scarce  In  her  mansion  st,-,yed  my  Trie-  ted  soul; 

Above  my  head  were  wrapped  the  v/eeds  of  night, 

And  darkness  iningloa  with  no  rays  of   light. 

I  sii'.v  the  cavfes  tl-.e  bi'iny  ocean  fi]ls, 

I  s  .v;  the  base  6f  the  infernal  hills. 

Earth  with  her  bars  encompassed  me  around; 

Yet  from  the  bottom  of  that  dark  profound, 
;Where  life  no  more  the  swelling  vein  supplies, 

And  death  reposes,  didst,  thcu  bid  rne  rise. 

",'hen  fainting  natui-e  bowed'  to  t:-:y  decree 

And  ihe   lone  spirit  had  prep^rt^d  to  flee, — 

Then  from  thy  pi*  is  en  I  remembered  thee;' 

i'.iy,  prayer  towards  thy  heavenly  temple  (Jame  — 

fhe  temple  sacred  to  Jehovah's  name. 

?lii^ii_^_4t£aiih  jQiL-sixtje^ri, tJao  uon  oi'  -a  wirte-morchant ,  firnda— iHrs i 

ean  handle  lari{ip.^'ago  with  oue:".  aJcill  ,  W'  may  etHif idently  ptrediat 
it  hojyill  ^0   iiilu  liteiatmg. 

i'Veneau  iji-aduated  in  distinguished  company,  in  1771.   It  is 
ibtful  whether  Princeton  Coj.lege  lias  ever  sent  out  a  class  that 
'itained  a  largei'  per  cent,  of  celebi-ated  men, than  thio  elias  cf 
i-i-.        Of  the  eight  tooa  that  took  their  degro'  s ,  six  achieved  fam 


and   hig!"i  i;caition   m   church,    in   Jtate,    in  letters,    and   m   scionco^ 


V   rYeneau  ror  Ll^disun   s^ofii&tu   !mjrg' 


•^ie .  ther   rYeneau  »^r  Lladistm^  sA^aiiijt  tu   Imye   taKgn  any  of   the   prizes. 
Tri    the  records   of   "oho    colle;^e    there    is   an   account    of  the   commence- 
ment    exercis^^s   of  1771,    and    the   sixth  and   seventh    -ccourVl^ -.o'e  aa 
follov^s;- 

t ,   An  EntUish   fore'  sic   dis].ute   on   the    Questicn:      Does  Ancient    luuLry 
excel   Modern?        Mr.    Fi-eneau   the   respondent    beint'^  necessarily  absent^ 
his   argiiment    in   favor   of  the   ancients  was   read.        ivlr .    7illiamson 
answered  hin;      Mr.    U^Knight   replied. 

'7,  A   poern  on   "Th'""   Rising   Glory   of  America"    by  Mr.    Br-ackenridge ,   \';as 
received  vritli  ;-reat 


lause  Tj 


The  membei's  v/ere: 

1.  Giirining  Bedford,   member   ox    Continental   Congress   and   of   the 
Constitutional   Convention  of  1787. 

2.  John  Black. 

3.  ir.  H.  Erackenridge ,  Judg-  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  eminent  in  literatui-e. 

4.  Donald  Campbell. 

5.  P'Ulip  7reneau. 

0.  Charles  M^Knight ,  the  most  distinguished  surgeon  of  his  day. 
7.  James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  Staucs. 

8.  Siimuel  Spring,  a  celebrated  uivine. 
^.I.icLean's  Mistcry  of- College  of  liev;  Jersey,  vol. 1. 1-.  13. 


A   litlle   rurther  down    in   tiie   acccunt    ve   fivd   th.it   i.ir.    iviauison 
vas   also   excused   from  jtttendin^   Lho   exercises.        One  wculd   like    to 


I'Yeneaujcei'tainly   ought,'to  have   been  preaejit    for   he  was   the   lar^jest 
BOntributor   tc    the   entertainment.         Tn   addition   t(    his   speoch   on   l\^^ 
poetry   of   the   ancients,   he  v/as    the   principal   author   of   the    tjoem  that 
jas   r-ead  by  l.ir .    Brackeriridge   and   that   gained   such   :.ear-ty  api'lause. 
rherr    can  be   no   doubt    that    this   pooui  was   for    the  most   part    coraposed 
L-eneav. ,    for   Brackerii'idge   himself  has    told   us    that   such  v;as  the 
The   poem  was    to  have   beer:   a   joint   production,    but   Bracken- 
j  reco.:^nizing  the   slov/ness   and  heaviness   of  his   c.vn  lines  when 
^•ed  with   the   ,-raceful   and   spontaneous    verses    ol'   Freneau,   wrote 
3Ut   a  very  small   part  of  tha   p.cLem,    beinf-    content    to   deliver    it    from 
the   1  latform  and   to   leave   the   honors    of  aut.'iorship   to   his    friend, 
l^^cj^'tn   this   commencement   ode.    The   Risin,;   Glory   of  America,    PYoneau 
strikes    the   key  note   of  his    life — resistance   to   Great   Britain.        The 
dassacre   at    Boston,   I.iarch  5,1770,    is    thus   glanced  at: 
Nor    sh.all    these   angry   tuiaults   liere    suboide, 
Moi"  rurraers   cease   through  all    these   provinces. 
Till    foreign   crov/ns   have  vanished   fro,  i  our  view 


^ 


Southern  Literar.-  I.Iessenger,   vol.3,    p. 3;    also,   'lildeburn's    Issu< 
pf  the   Press   of  Pennsylvania,    vol.  IT.    p.  148, 


And      d-.„.    J    J      :.    :  .!>.      i„wiv—    ii.-      i...-      .      , 

Tu   own   the  «i-irii.    of  fan*   liber-ty. 
Vengearce   s:;all    cui    ii-.j    thread,    and   Prilain    8\i"\' 
Will    c  -rse   hiii'   fatal    obstinacy. 
The   folluwini;    is    a   clever    hiL    o''  i^rvi^hocy    for   ci   buy   of  nine- 
jen;      v/'j   find    in    it    -   constant    and   f?iVor-ii..e    tnj,  o    of   ti-.e   poet— the 
:''idtr,ess    of  Ainrrica:  — 

I    seo,    I    see 
Freedom's    established    reign,    cities    ocd  ...en, 
Numerous    as    sard^^    upon    the    ocec^n    shore, 
An   Kmpir  >  cismg  where   the   snn  descends! 
The   Ohio   soon    shall   glide  by  many   a.   tov/n 
Of  ni'te;       and   where    the   Mississii-pi    stream, 
Py    forests    shaded,    now    r^ ns    svoeping    en 
Natiins    shall   g.'ov;,    and    States   not    le  =  c    m   f-iune 
Thr.n   Greece    and   Rome    of    old.         We    too    snail    boast 
Our    Scipios,    Soluns,    Oatos,    sb^.^^es,    chiefs 
Th'^t    m   the   womb    of   t  iii.e    yet    doruitrt    lie, 
Waiting   tr.e   joyous   nonr    of   life    end    light. 
Fr-neiu   left    coll  .-ge    in   3eptei.>ber,    1771,    -.viti.   nis  Ji-**J    full 
-'•'  i    his   heart    full    of   iiberty    and   hatred    for   oppression. 

nt   fio7. n   to  Philacielphia   and   pretended    to    read   law.       '^ut  Htoot — 
'-ubably   he  nef-lected  his   Bleckstone   for   the    society   of  mt&f  /fr  nc 
:11    in   v/it'..    the   whig   leade-s   of    the   pl.;ce    and    establish-^-    -    ^^ -^  i  - 
- 1  1   r    £i.  •   h-?f%;fir.    exceedingly    clev-"   yoxmg   gc^pe-'""-.o'^ . 

Pniiadeli'hia    in   1772    .  .rst    siw  t.  . 


Soiii 


II'   I    5i.i  not   wror.ii^ly    infornied    by  i.rj  iiieiuury ,    1   hive  not 
Since   last    Ai^ril,    yuu   may    rucjoll-j-t    I    was    tnen    undortti- 
c    "chool    >il.    Flitbus.:    or   Lontr   Islar.d.         I    c«.p     .rM'M    i--     .;  ,n 

d  ^ys—  but  — 

Lon^r    Isltnd   hive    I    bid    ddien, 
IViir.    all     J...C    btn-\t.  isV   br-a  ml -ss    crov;. 
Th3    youth,    of   t.nat    detested    i;ldc:', 
Ar,3    void    or    r--,  s^.n    and    of"   j^pace, 
From  Flatbusr.   hills    to  Flatbush   plains, 
Deep    ignorance  unrivalled    reii-:nB. 
I    aiu  very  poetical   but    excuse    it.         "3i    fujia  ncn   venit    ad 
^■.-;-,-_£",    if   you   have   not   heard   the    rumor   of   this    stor:     (which, b, 
by, IS    told    m    va«?S£ous    taverns    -.nd    e.tinss  houses)    you  must    allow 
to   be   a   little   prolix  v/itn    it.        Tho-se   who    employed  me  were    siJiu 
r-.v.ti    :;..n   from  New   York,    soiui   oT   them  ave   bullies,    some  merchants, 
otii'j'B    scoundi-'els:      They    sent   i.ie    ei^ht    childrjn   the   eldest    oi"  v. 
v;-,s    10    years    old.         Some    could    re-^d,    othe'-s    spell    and    .     "  ..-. . 

oviP   a    c-     :'   '■      ':   the   Bible-  these   we-e  n.y   pupils    and    <..■■  ...-j    I 

',v_;i    to   ^       — ^..         My    Silary  moreo^''    r-   v/^s^-i..         T-  >,'.j    is    soineth    '■  - 
else    relal.r.i;    to    \V.>.\.    I    6c.:ll    i\^\.    at    pre^  ^■.->^-"i      '    I    t 

sook    tr...  '.'.'.v-   days    and    S',v< 

caught    m   T'e.v    York    i  imme:       i 

ily    I    esc^i  -  Prmo  •'.>:-  .vhe-e    I    remainjd    till 


.^ncei..ent—  so  much   Tor   thiF 

•e   printed    a  i^ueiu   in  liov    m-i-k    o  .11  'i    i:.,-   yuiieiM.' ^-     ■  ill  . 

abonl    45i     Lmjs,    tslS'     =    r^?w    short    pieces    arld'id;       1    wo 

'.'■•3    ir    I    lidtl    'li   proper    o^  portiniity.         The    a'a;U  tiontl    poo 

.  -0  — A    Poe,  ,    to    ii:e   ^!yl..p!-.    I    'ever    "-^w — The   Miserable   LiT      of   a    Pe 

erop-ue—  ar.cl    3tc.nz&3    on    an    itcient    'Hutch   Hous  .-    or    Lon^'/;    Isl-.-.d—  As 

.    in   poeai    it    is    d-inned    by    rll    p;ood    -r.d    judicio'js   jiJdt:es.-Y 

f     ~"^'   n->i  .e    IS    on    the    title    page.         This    is    called    vanity    by    soiae—  t 

■■'.vho   so   fond    as    yonthful    b=:'-ls    o"    fTi..e"? 

I    -.rr-ived    yt    this    ."omer?et    Ac&deiay    the   18ih   of  Gct< 
tend    to    rei.iair   he'^e    till    next    October.         I    &i .   i.ssisi 
-  r£ckenr^d,h'e.         This    is    th:?   last    t  inie    I    shall    enter   into   suc. 
:-nsiness;       it   worries   me    to   de^th    and    by    rio  ineans    suits   my    "{ri-.::^^ 
■■  '  '.nif   briin"  . 

I   woul  1    r;o   over  fo»'   the   .-jov/n   this    time    tv;o   years,    but    the   old 
^.5g  Mecessity  h^s   ,";ot    such   a   prcdi;;ious   f; 'ip    of  ...e    tnat    I    fear   I 
i..=.ll   neve"   be   able    to   eccomplish    it.         I    believe    if   I    c^ni-ot   inak: 
this    out    I   niust    •'■'•n    quack,    i.nd    indeed    I    ai..  nt'v;    reading   Physie   at 
.y   leisure  hours,    th;t    is,    v/nen   I    ai:i  neitr.e>*   sleeping,    he:sr:^r. 

,    ur  writing   poetry—  for    these    thr'.je    take   taKe  up   all   lay 
;  ^lae. 

It  is  now  lute  at  night;  n<'t  an  hour  ago  J  finisi-.ei  -  little 
.  ue;..  of  =hout  400  Im  3,  entitled  6  Journey  to  M&'-ylsnd-  beir  -  the 
£  .;  .   (>f     ;..y    adventures-    :  .    s  — 

"Frota^that    f-     -  •.v.e"e   ThKl.-:(n's    fioc.d 

Unit    r    ;^ith    .Tt-"'  '  -l' 


'■  ■  he.'-';nn    to    rOc:i.,— 

.     -  i    l«..  write   a   terrible   satire  u^  icioue   per- 

sons  of  quality   in  New   York— winu   have   blso  used   ino   ill— and    [jrint 

ext    f.ll.         It    snail    cor.ttir.   5    or   (->(,(,   lines.         noiuitiiiies    I 
write  pastor-als    to   show  iuy  wit. 

Deep    to   the   woods    I    sii,^   i.    "hepiierd  '  s    ca-e, 

Deep    to    the   woods call   me    there, 

The   Ic.  St    retraat    of  Love    ^nd   Verse    I    iso , 
Verse  laide  lae  i.iad    at   first-  and    v^ill    keep  hie   so. 
I    s!-.ould    nave   been   ,*];lad    to   have   he;i''d    frc^M  you   before   now: 
w.ile    I    wiP    in    colloyo    I    hid    but    a    sr.ort    pt.  "tic  ipatior    of   your    _- 
•^-'-le    friendship,    and    tno   few   perHons    I    converse  with   and    yet 
.  :os9   convers^-l  ior    I    delu^ht    in,   make  lue    regret    the   loss    of 
I    have  Liet    a   variety    of   rebuffs    this    year,    which  I    forbear 
T    l(.ok    like    .r   unineaniriS   Teague   just    turned    out    of 
hold    of   an    Irish    -hip.         Couing   down   hither   I    laet   with   a    rarj 
'3   at   Ann=polis.         I   wis   d-stitute    of   even   a   brass   f^rtnin^. 

I   got   cl9a>^   very   handsoL.ely.         Conld    one    CKi-eot    ever   to   see    you 

■     -el    through  Virginia,    I    si. all    stOj,    tnd    talk    v/itn    you 
i   'i.-.y    o>-    t.vo.         I    sr.ould    be    ver„    glad    to    ricoive   a   le    ter   froui   you 
: '■    it    can   be   conveniently   forwarded.  ^^^ixfe-^''^*"^   V^ 

In    snort    "l!or    s^n..   qua  lis,  erai:/'    a^Partrid ''e    s-^ys    m   Tom   Jon^s. 
i.air   has    ij'Cjn   like    b   n.op ,    ord    I    have    a   h-ige    tuft    of   beard    '' :  - 


^ 


Illo-ii  le 


!adei;.y  who   i. ••«./  upon  me   like   t 


And   hide  j.iy   he^rl    m   Accom-uk"? 
Shall    I    le-ve    tl-.t?iii   arrJ    ro 

'.VhS'-e    Pokoi,.>  i  ■  rio-.vs- 

■  .  ■    -■       ,  -.IS    1 ''•cd .  •-.vl    ".'i  t ;-.(  \i  I,    s  t :,  J  3    u!'   serse.'       I 

•  ,     i    1   .18    .  ;■   :  r.    Lutl:     ■  7[-.o  Will    rorv.'&rf]    it    to    Col.    Lee 

.-.e   to   yo'j   I    i-.oi'S.        '    ••  "I  i 

sid-3   the   bay. 

Farewell    an-:i    be   per-jntded    I    re...i.in   your    t-'uly   hm.ible   S' 
'-nO.    friend. 


in   Ac^(.u.-',c'/    ir.   Vir;^inii    th 


PK. 


"US) 


This    letter   keois   us    inroriiied    of  Freneau's   doinf/s    •: 
.he   ■tutr....n   of   l??".^  ^^p^W^^ih.e   we   los-:    si^ri^ 
jr    two.         It    is    ii,.i.oscihlG    to    Sr.y   v/h( 


^'it.  of  hiiii  for   t   y 


where   he  wots    or  wr.it   he  was   d- 
iiiBiie-.l  lately   aft  :r   leaving  Kitrylind,    althou  • 

siji:.e    that    '.r.    ^11    ocob,sicns    and    in    i;ll    places    r.c     i  j.  ;    xr.ti.„    ;..'.;.;r; 
::e   iletsed.        When  v/e   next   i;.eet    v/ith   him  he    is    in  New   York,    the 
:ot-bed    of   toryisiii  lauipooninj;   t!.?    Tories.       Ir    17V5   we    fir.    hii..  pi.y- 
xng  his    respects    in   the   colui.ins    of  Hugh   UiinePs"*'  T.-e'^cui"; 


1  (.    "jener&l 


^uf^r.  G&ir.e, 


1 1  o  !-•   G  ^   t  h e   New   York  I : ■) 


^ii3   journal   v/  .nterest    l  f   tf.e   v;hi 

Pritish  Troops  ap^.  ••(.c  •  :.o  ■  "0  /orK-  m  17V(j. 
the  royal  c%.use.  His  dowhle  cou'^so  is  se> 
'  m   his   poe;     e'-title-i:      "The   Politi- 


;d    by 


Brny   wnii    yol;    •->   -"hv-:,    wprp    npen    to    him   R.r>d    |ip    ,  -^^    :,-..;  i- i  ...,    i  >-|.wi  r^i-,>^., 


tLf>   rrPT^f^rv-.i    ''^a^;p.         uUffo    in  Juno   1775   proclaimea   th  .t    the   proviriC3S 

/V 

wei*e  in  a  state  of  rebellion  and  out  of  the  Kinr;'s  i):'oLectian. 
Preneau  i^rofessec;}.,  as  rebels  are  v;o»:t  to  prof  ss,  to  be  deeply  in- 
jured by  the  epithefrebel"  . 

"Rebels  you  are"-  the  .-^-itish  Champion  cries* 
Truth. stand  thou  forth  and  tell  tiie  wretch  he  lies. 
Rebels*.  and__  se-e  this  mock  imperial  lord 
Already  threats  these  rebels  'ith  a  v-ord. 


Americans*,  at  Freedom*  s  fane  adore*. 
But  trust  to  Britain  and  her  flag  no  more. 
The  generous  genius  of  their  isle  has  fled 
And  left  a  mere  imposter  in  his  stead. 


in  the  inteiest  of  the  whi 


y  until 


Vufth   GaiueT    an   Irishmari^   v/as-t^o    oditor   of   the     >w  York  44^y€trr 
I^is    journal  was   eat 
British   Troops   approached  Hew  Yor2>m:,^/77G .        Then  he  v/ent    over 
tne   royal    cause.-     Ris   double   course    is   severeTy~"~T?i*iticised   by 

fVerreau   in  his   f^oom  eiitlLlud: "-Th-s-  Political   Iiioi'^raphy   of  ^u;;: 

Gaine." 


the 


To  Anna*.    To   Arms',    anu   let    the   ..an-aerin^;   Swui'd 

Decide  v/iio   best   unserves    the   harif-^-man' s    cord.' 

Mor  think  the  hills  oT   Canada  too  bleak 

".^len  desperate  freodo..i  is  the  pi-ize  y*u  seek. 

For  tha.t  the  ca3 .1  of  lienor  bids  you  go 

O'ei"  i'rozen  Ic.kes  and  mountains  wrapped  in  snovf. 

Haste',  to  your  tents,  in  iron  fetters  bring 
Those  slaves  that  servo  a  tyrant  ard  a  king. 
So  just,  so  virtuous  is  your  caus^^,  I  say 


Kell  must  prevail  if  Britain  gains  the  day.-^ 


Thus  tiie  yuung  i.i^.n,  without  the  slij-htest  hesitation,  and  with- 
out any  authority  or  responsibility  d^cl-ires  in  the  most  fervid  Ian 
guage  for  American  Indepsndenca  and  proclaims  a  Tar  ui^on  England  a 
t'.velve-month  before  Jefferson  drew  up  the  famous  declaration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July,  1776.    Tn  truth, such  daring  lines  as  tliese  quicken- 
ed tlie  minds  of  the  colonists  and  did  much  to  create  the  sentiment 
that'  made  the  Declaration  of  Independence  a  j)lausible  t'ling.    To 
strong  ana  brave  minds,  to  the  Henx-ys ,  and  Otis  s  and  H.^ncocks, 
the  only  solution  of  the  difficulties  with  the  mother  coiintry  was  to 
be  fourid  in  the  absolute  sevei-ance  of  all  political  ties.    ~"iiih  cAa^ 

.'he  poem  frcra  which  those  lines  are  taken  is  addressed  I^  The  Amer- 
icans ,  on  the  rumored  apitroaci:  of  the  ^'essian  forces. 


t'nis   opinion  Prenoau  s:-areu    4rn  tlie   fullesL    extent  »  flmth-*«-i74Mt««-4w,s 
neck   upon   the    is&«o.         In   the   year   1775   the   oiiinion-makers   ol"   the 
Kovolution  wore    exceedingly   busy  and  none  v;ere  more  -Iwtey-  than  ^'^^'^^    J^.^ 
ttjum.         In  verse,    sometimes   {^ood,    aoniOi;ijiiir&s   baa,   alv/avd   be  la  ana 
alwayj    'ilcctive,   he   held  ui-   for   the   detestation   of  mankind,    Qage 
«^=^d  North  tiiiar ^George   the   Third^and  Heyal    Governprs  ,   whe^ver  h'^ 
could   find   th.em.        One    of   the   s'^ortest    of   these   poems  vrill    s^rve    to 
sh.ow  hov;    the    cutting;  and   slashin;-;   of   the   pen  preceided   the   cutting 
and   slashing  of  the   sword,   and   'lov;   telling  v/..s   Fi'eneau's   v.'oi-k   as   a 
precursoi-   of  a   great   incvement.        The   poem  is   given   entii-e^- 
Emancipation   from  British  Dependerice. 
Libera  nos  ,  J2£!iiili2 »   deliver  us,    0   Lord, 
Not    only   fro.i  ];v'itish  .'ependonco   but   also-- 


From  a   jurito   that   labor   for  absolute   po'jor 
Whei'e   sciieraes   disappointed  .':ave  m:;de   them  look   sour, 
i-'rom  the   lords   of  the    council  wlio   fuught   against    freedou 
Wlio   still   follo'.v   on  whero   delusion  shall    le.iu    them, 

Pi'om  a  group   at    St.    James   that    slight    our  petitions. 
And   fools    that   are  v.-aiting   for   further   submissions. 
From  a   nation  v/;;ose   mar.ners    ai-e   rough   _nd   abrupt, 
From  scoundrels   and  rascals  v/hom  gold   can   corrupt, 


'I 

rroi.i  piretr.     sen'^-    out    by   conunand  oi"   the   king 

To   :nurcler   and   plunder   bxit  never   to   sv.'in^^ 

Froin  ?/allace   and   Graves   and  Vii  er  j   and  lioses(o^ 

\'moni,    if  Te.iven  pleas'js   we  will   j^ive   bloody  noses, 

Frofii   the   valliant   DUvnore  with   his    crew    of   banditti, 

'^a-io  plunder  Virginians   at  V/illiamsburr^   city, 

From  h.ot -headed  luontague  miiThty    to   sv;ear^ 

The  little   fat   man,   wit-i  his   pretty  wfiite   hair, 

Prom  bishops    in  Britain,   who   butc-.ers   are   grovm, 
From  slives    that  would  die    /or  a   smile   of   the   throne. 
From  .\aseuiblies   that   vote   against   Con^;ress  proceedings 
(Who  have   seen   the    fruit    of   their   stupid  mislead  ir,^-s )  , 


rom  T:^^\   th€ 


16  mighty,  who  flies  from  our  city. 
And  swelled  v/ith  importance  u.  sciains  the  committee; 
(But  since  ;e  is  pleased  to  prcclaLin  us  his  foes. 
What  the  aevil  care  we  where  the  devil  he  goes); 


'"Wallace  and  Graves",  British  ::aval  officers.    "Vipers  ai'id  Rosej 
the  naines  of  two  ships  in  the  En-]  i^h  sei'vice. 
)7The  last  royal  goveiTior  of  New  York. 


Pr(..a   tho   cait  irr -fi^ii-d   iiirtii,   xrho  -ouia   bind   ua    in   ch   ins, 
yro;.!   our  noble   I'.inc:  Lo,-,     'ith   his   tocth-full    of  brains, 
Who   di-eams   and   is    certain    (v/hen   takin,    a   nap) 
He   h.aa   conquei-ed   oar   lands,    as   they   lay   on  his   m.-.^j , 

Prom  a  Kiii,;doin   that   bullies    dwd   'lectors   and   sv/ears, 
I    send  up    to   lieaven  iny  wishes   and   pi-ayers^ 
Thit   we   disunited,   may   freeiiifn   be   ati.ll, 
And  Britain   go   on^to   be   damn'd    if  she  v/ill. 

The   i^'ouTif;  verse-inaker  v/aL;    sui*e   as   to   the   coui'se   to   be   pursued 
by  America,    but   he  was   not    sure   as    to    the   problem   that    confronted 
his    individual   life.      The   poeti-y   tliii4-^)fas-  in  his   nerves  t»Tcefti*i«€i 
him  and  weaken':>d  hi^   purposes .        Thcro  -vial^  ■  r  .i^.i*A■■-4^T^'?teTr--1*«-•-- 

sey  upon  the   farm;   -..b'iit.Jiis  j.j4\§_not^t^Jianv.L   rex-    tna  -spade   and   the 
pTOT'.        ThO   ginplg --lariMM   that   he    ii?dioritod  -saci:   neglected  and  grad- 


tgre-y   began   r.o    slip   cut — of  his 


ually   t&ftjf   began   r.o    slip   out    of  his   hands.,      ITis  "restless- 4«>a^ina- 
tion   c^^rried  him   into   other   lands   and  '.rlth  a  poets   yeai'ning  he 
st-ghe"    for  diatant    scenes. 

"Long  have    I    sat    o-.   this   dis    strous    shore 
And   sighin,;   sought,. to   gain  a  passage   o'er 
To  Eul-ope's    towns,   wliere   as   our   traveller's   say 
Poets   may   flovirish — oi'   perhaps    tiio  .'   iriay." 


^Po^rn^    Wriitinr,     nf     T/Qr.     f ;/.  .  r- .^n  j      ,o,J. 


.  Amer'i* 


.mest   divoloj^- 


.lint    m  Verican   life,         "The   human   soul    w.s   he.-3,    >■ 

.,  n.taroXbut   genius   wbs    s>not.he  -ed    o-  non-existent    ...    ,r..   P^t^c 

l.t  was   alA  w.olly  I.c..n..        It    xs  .y   ov.nion  t.at    only   one 


•ue   i-oeiu    Cvo   sV-1^    s''^<^    -"^^^ 


U.O.    on  What    i  oen.   is   la.antD    w.s    pr.ocl|uc 

,,   iftf.f''^        Verso-iiiakers   we-o   there 
m  Au.erica   boiye   the    ye.r   180C    . 

,    „  e\-l-l    off   u-.ir   verses    byAho    thousand.        feut 
o    score   tnd    ti.ei  Ye..J.--»      -  , 


and   voi'5-:s.        As    fo-   e 


,ninK   a   livi->5   J^Y    ^ 


timed    in   a  honely  w^y   the   posiibil- 


Ifcsl    thuro   &r:   vers( 

...kinc   or   h.^,    Tr.ne.A^^s    ou' 

itios    m   that   direction:  X^^ 

Of   all    the   >t)ols    that   haunt    our   co.st 
The   scribblingS^tribe   l"  pity  rnost. 
Theirs    is    ^   sXa^in^   sc^ne    of  woes 
And    theirs    no   pros^ct    of    repose 

\ 

A   garr'jt,    ds.rk   dish.al    n 

Is  still  t:v?  pensive  poeta^dooj. 

Hopes  raised  to  heaven  mus:  \e  ir.eir  lot, 

Yet  bear  the  cur?e— to  be  ro''>\t. 


The   v/i^ht    that   keeps    a   tipplin/5    inl 
The    red   nosed    boy   that   deals   out   ginl 


Aiue-ican   Litor&ture, 


Vol 


/^, 


C&n    it\  iJfo.?eic    bosui..  i.i«- 
The  Muse>u''  Love    m   no   r-,.    ■.-.'>., 
I'll    l.'^y  luiNrortune  v/ithxl.'j    r   st. 
Wn.ch   of   the   ?Vc   sr.bi/l    enjsa(5e 
■To   suit    tl-.e  hujiioryr   the    age 

On   one,    alas:  j^   ohcxce  iuiJSt    fall, 
'  The   lGc.st    •^/v:^\-  -  il  • 

Ker   vis 


item,    severe  t^r   stylo, 
A    clouded    broy,    a   cruel    si:.il\ 


U  yind    on  luurde'-o'.i    victims   pl^csi 
She,    onl;- 


\ 


she,  c  an  pleas  e, t r»^  taste-* 


cl  d^  — , 


In  .^r^-"^-':  liiifiii  g-^'T^n-  -wi»iri  r-tir-irt.  Fronesu  was  building 


belter  tr..n  he  know.    Thi  i  leces  he  sent  to  the  p 


ivery  week 


were  rarely  me iToctual .    They  niade  the  tones  -»^*rt-ri.i  emd  they  ir 
spired  t;.e  whic;s  -.vil;-:  hope  --ind  cGn:'c.ge.    Ti:e:  bi'-ougr.t  him  no  hiOn- 
ey,  yet  they  did  better  than  this.    They  rendered  the  country  ^-n 
important  service,  and  they  broii;;ht  their  author  lasting  r3,L.e: 
they  h.i'ie  him  the  "Poet  of  the  Revo]ut  ion" . 


VeneaU'S  I'uui.a,  i;iaife»»-**w.^f^.>l^»»^— y^^SJU. 


A 


TlW  POET    OF   TTIl^   REYOLUTIi'i; 


•P^i;    POET   BECOaRS  A    3ATL0R.         "IS  VOYAGES.         HIS   HATRED    0? 
;LAVERY/\"THE   house    op  night".         war    POEMS.         PREI!E.\U    JOIHS   THE 
lRMY.         COHtX^UTIuNS    TO   i.lAGAZIlIF-3.         CAPTURE)^  AT    Sr.A .         IMPRISOli- 
lENT.         "THE   BRT^^SH   PR  I SON -SHIP" 


PRKMEAU'S  FIRST  BOOK, 


ROUGH 


.1^^   UPOli    T^rE   SEA.    "'-U'^TriST   EDITIOII    OP  HIS    POEIvlS .         jMARRIAGE.j      mEI-.T- 
[i::-    OF  PREHEAU  and    JEPr^S^SOH.         ESTABLIS^n;.iEl!T    OF  NATIONAL    GA^TTE. 

"Justly  to   recor(L-l^g\cl,9'§ci3    o^^  f  amg  , 

A  muse   from  heaven  ^ou^^ouch  ths   soul  vnt_h  flame;] 

/  \    ■         . 

S oiiie   po-,7erful   sggrit_iri_sup8^^ior   lays 

Should  tell  J^e  cor^flict  of  th^^^storm^LjLaxs . " 

•'fix. 

^^reneau . 


II  rn 


reactions   of  his   pen  animated  his    coui-itg-y-men   in   t -le 


darkest   da^   r. f    '  7^  ^  _^^rK^_^he_ef  f u^s i^ons   of  hi^wnuse   chared   the   des- 
pondin^j^oldier   as  he   fought    the   battl:5s__oiLPreedorn."        \^ 

/  From     a  notice   of  Freneau's   death   in  I.Ion:.ioth  Enquirer  .lifc^Jj^ 


In   171"J,    j'YeneaLL  lei'l    r:*^?/   VorK   arid    Its  Tuf  '    citizen^    to    thei] 


v/urke'Ll   liii;   way  u]'    to   the   I'ost    of   C-ii'tain.\3/ 


own  devices   -iVicl   eiiibai'kecl  UMori   a  vesseJ    -t-^^rins&u   boun.i   for   the  D:;nish 
'Vest    Indies.        Accordin.^   to   one   account    he   sailed  as    i:he   a^jent   of 
a  L'e'v 'Yoi'k    iradinjf-    firm;      another   account    states    that   he   shijjped    _^ 
as   a   co:.u:io;i   sailor  and 
It    is    certain   that    '  e   learned   the   art    of  nav l  -at  ion  and   that    he 
§B0cn   becam"'    the  master   of  a   shij^.        Fi-oin   this    time   on  we   shall    find 
hi.'a  a   rover,   now   uion   tlie    3;";a,    nov/  u^ion   the   land;      nov/   a   capta^-n, 
now  an   euitcri-^' always   a   i)oet ,   writing:   for   the  Am-^n.can   cause. 

His   first   voyage  was   to   the  Virtiin   Islands,   v;here   he   seems    to 

-have   reraained   soi.iqtirao.        Tie   fell    in   love  wir-h   tiie  n.-tui'al    beantios 

I 
of   the   sc-ithern    isl-i^s,    and   conceived   a   dis^^ust    foi'   the   r    institu- 
tions.       Slavry  was   alv/ays   an  ab(.minat  '  on   in  his   eyes.        The  mild 
form  of  northern  servitude  was   distasteful    to   hif.i,    but    the   de,-i'adea 
condition   of    r.iie  Test '  Indian  ^lave   avmkened    the   warmest    indignation 
in  his   generous   raind.        In  a   poem  descriptive    of   the   Island   of 
S.-.nta  Cruz,   he   expresses    in   sorrowful    strain  his   repu/;;nance   to   the 
ugly   form  of  h^uvun   bondage   found   there.         "It    casts",    he   says    in  a 
preface   to   t  ris   poem,    "a    siiade   over   the  native   charms   of   the   coun- 
try;      it    blots    out    t'le    beauty   of   th"    eternal    spring  whifth   i)rovidenc 
has   there   ordainea   to   rei^-ji;      and   a:;udst   all    the   }  /ofusions   of 
beauties  w;iich  natur:-   has   scattered—  tie   bi'ightness    of   the   heavens, 
the  mildness    of   the   air,     .na  t.ie   luxuriance   of   the   vegetabl'=^   king- 
dom— it   leaves   niS  ^.iOlancholy  and  o  isconsolato.        Thus   the   e-.rth 


^ 


.     Vo  '  .     STvr-^    .     D  .  J  2- 


w!:ich,  were  it  not  for  the  lust  ol"  pride  and  dominicn,  inlt;ht  be  an 

■  i.l:'  i  a^'cidlo-rj ,  is,  by  the  ainbliion  and  ovei'bear  i:.;:  natui-o  ol"  m^^r.- 
.^i.:a,  rendered  an  eternal  scene  i;f  desol.tion,  v/oe,__and  horror: 
the  v;eak  f^o  tc  the  v/all  while  the  strong-;  prevail.''- — 

'I'his  hatred  oi"  slavery  w.is  not  an  evanescent  j'assion  of  youth 
doomed  throuijh  the  hardenin^^  processes  of  yeai-s  to  die;   it  vr xs    a 
settled  principle  uf  his  life  ana  ctnauct.    In  anoth-r  poem,  writ- 
Il\   middle  life,  he  thus  holds  up  the  torch  of  libei'ty,  and  with 
it"  ruiis  iiheaa  of  his  liiies  by  half  a  century; 

"u  com-  the  time  ana  haste  the  day 

Tivn   m.n  shall  man  no  lon^'n-   crash; 

'^raon  reaacvL  shall  en^'orce  ;ier  svray,  *' 

Ik}'   ::eso  fair  i-e^iono  rnis^  one  blvi^h, 

'.7;i-)>reot  ill  ■ta:-'  Afi-'-C.ai   cc-.iplaino  , 

And  mourns  hii    yet   unbroaen   chains.l'^-^ 
"In   after   life",    says  Duyckir.ck,    "wnen   the   i)oet   himself   oecame    the 
c^ner   of   slaves    in  Nevr   Jersey,   he  uniformly   ti-eated   them  v/ith   kind- 
ness,  raanamitted   them  in  advance   of  the   F.manciiat ion  Act    in   the 
-Slate,  and   supported   on   the   fai-m  those    of   them  v/ho  were   too   ciu    v.( 
take   car  3   of   themselves.        Ofre— crl--th£ja>^  a  -  V-e-t.s^Jan  i.iai.uii;    -HFttud   of 


'United   States  luaijazLne,    1779. 
.\5ms  ,    Fid  it  ion   of  1795. 


lenGd-'the  dooi'    in  her  cluy    to   Genex-al  Washin^vtor, 


ap^ii*e*aBct— bT--iTtTrr~lTr~a' \VTord-t)r   two  on   tliat    import "tnt   occiislcn,    Ion,; 

^_      >L 

siu-vTved  the  poet." 

'7h,^jL^.,.^|rfjieau  -.vas   on  his   first  voyaj^e   he   :iIso  wroie   "The   Ho  ^s :j 

of  ^'liclht — gL^Yislion"  ,    a   poem   in  one  hundred   and   thirty-six   fi/dr  ■ 

I'ned   stanzas— a«    it    originally  apijeared    in   the  United   States  ./la^-  / 

azine.        This    is   that    sin^jie   "true  ijoem"    produced    i,xr'Aineric      m   the 

eiirhteenth   century.         "tt    is,    says   R  i  chardson^-'"Freneau' s   niaster- 

■^,    and   it    seems    to  me   the    best   poem /written   in  America   b-fore   !- 

the!  year   1800.         't    is   surprisingl)r:-''briginal   and   stron.-;,    distinctltV 

anticipating   some   of   the  methpds    of  Coleridf^e,   Poe,    and   the   Englii^h 

preJ-Raph-ielite   poets.        To    those  who    enjoy  a   literary   "find"    and 

likfe    to   read  and  praise   a  bit    of  bizarre   genius   unknown   to   the  muj- 

titwde,    T    confidently   coi.uriend   "The  TTouse   of  night*."  ; 

Critics  will   hardly   agree    in   calling   "The  House   of  Ni^;ht"    Freneauf'S 

maijter-piece ,    although   it    contains   some   of  his    finest   work.         "e  j   -. 

muit   f ind_§paxi£!..,fcr    the   starizasdesci'iptive   of   the   garden    tliat    surr- 

ruuhdt'u   tlie  "TTuuse- uf  riight": 


Poems   relating  to^Amcrican  Revolution,    p.    16. 


American  Revolution,    p.    16. 
it  ion   of  1795,    threes \out   aJ 1 


l-reneaii,    m   the  Edition   of  1795,    threes \out   aJ  1   but    twenty-one 

stanzas   o^ 

;  ichiii'di«*jAm'^'ric..n  L  i  Lex'ature  ,    vtd.Il.    p.  15. 


And  by  thariighi  around  tho  cioiTie"ai)pearecl 
A  i.ioui'nful  fnarden  of  Auttomnul  hue, 
Tts  lately  pleasini^i  flov/ors  all  ctrooi)in-;  stood 
Amidst  high  weeds  that  in  rank  plenty  t^rew. 

The  primrose  there,  'ohe  violet  darkly  blue, 
Daisies,  dnd  fa  r  narcissus,  ceased  to  rise; 
(Jay  spotted  pinks  their  charrninj-;;  bloom  withdrev/ 
And  polyanthus  quencheci  its  thousand  dyes. 

No  pleasant  fruit  or  blossom  gaily  smiled — 
Naught  but  unhappy  plants  and  trees  wei-e  seen; 
The  yj.7,  the  myrtle,  ana  the  glcjomy  elms, 
The  cypress  v/ith  her  melancholy  gre'^^n. 

There  cedars  dcirk,  the  osi'^^r  and  the  pine, 
Shorn  tamarisks,  and  v/ee^in^-;  -.villows  ^re"; 
The  poiJlar  tall,  the  lotos  and  the  lime, 
And  pyracat'itha  did  hei'  leaves  renev/.'^' 

The  pop  ^jy  there,  companion  to  repose, 
Displayed  'ler  blossoms  that  began  to  fall. 
And  there  the  purple  amaranLhus  rose, 
'"ith  nint  strong-  scpr-.r,-.,  for  t^io  i",in'^'|Vi  1  . 


And  here   and   there,    with  laurl'l  '-!f.72ori, 

A    tor.ib-stbne   la:' ,    inscribed  v/itn   z:.rii<  u.:   oT  •••roe, 

nd   stanzas   sad   thrbTigl\out    the   disiri:^!   g^oen 
I.ar:UT>.r.--^a    I'c.r   the   dead   that    si 'i->t.  belov/» 

?/hen  Preneau  returned   to  America,    independence   had  been  decl^. 
ed  and    ^he   Revolution  was   projressin^^  with  varyin^T  furtunq^.        T:ie 
poet    thi'ew  himself   into    the   stru^^gle  with  a   poet's   aruo/r.        Ono   oi" 
his   first   acts   after  ~iatt^->*«w— ^r.tTift  1 1  jrY^va^  vi  i  g   ig^.M.io^a-  vras    to   ratify 
the   Declaration   of    Independence    in   four   spirited  vei'ses.         Tnis 
.  oera,    entitled   "Amei'ican   Iiid_epen>.u^rLt"  ,   vms   printed  at   Philadelphia 
1773   at    iho   press   of  Robert   Bell,    the   printer   of  ThoiriAS   P.tine's 
'Common   Sense".        "^hen  foreign   troojjs   were   ravagin;-   the   land,   when 
the   principal    cities  were    in  possession   of   the   eriemy,   when   the   Con- 
tinental Army  at  Valley  Forge  was    s-arving,   when   torj'^ism  threatened 
to  v;i-9ck   tiie   cause   of   liberty,    i*Yeneau's    Jiniiaating  voice  was     loai'd^ 
Americans',    revenge   your   country's   v;rongjj 
To   you   the  iionor   of   the   det^d   belongs. 
Exjiel   yon   thieves    froui  thes"   polluted  lands, 
Expect   no   peace^ill   haughty   Britain  yields, 
Till  humbled   I'ritons    quit    your   ravaged   fi^ds. 


■Sm 


med  at  Lord  Morth  s  "Conciliatin  iiills"  which,  arrived  m  Hew 
ork  in  .iptil,  1773  and  which  conc'liated  nobody. 


c  .-..  .  uobatey  u  •  te         •10LI3  hriov; , 
Lut  rush  at  once  einboaieu  uxi   your  i'ool 
Your  injui-eu  country  i^i'oans  vriiile  yet  they  stay, 
Attend  hov   groano  ,  and  fcrco  thsii*  ■louts  a'vay. 
Your  cai,';h.ty  wron.-s  the  traffic  rnuse  shall  trace, 
YouU'  i-9-11   .nl  deeds  shall  fire  a  future  i-ace. 
To  you  ma:,^  Kint;s  and  potentates  ai-poal, 
You  may  the  aoorn  of  jarring;  nations  seal. 
A  glorious  empire  rises  bright  and  nev;, 
Firm  b--  its  bi.s?,  and  it  must  rest  on  you. 
Feme  o'er  the  mi^ihty  pile  extends  her  '.rinjs^ 
P.e.aote  fro.n  princes,  bishops,  lords,  ana  kings,— 
T-iose  fancied  gods,  './ho  famed  thi-ougji  every  shoi-o,- 
WanJiina  have  fashioned  and  like  fols  adore. 
Freneau  kept  his  eye  uycn  the  events  of  the  T^ji^^ut i on  and 
cheered  and  exhorced  and  celebrated  as  tiie  j  oet-;';t'ne;'al  of  a  revol 
tion  should.    hut  he  vras  not  content  to  lurk  and  '.vrite.    Tn  I'.Vi-. 

Ne-v  Jersey  was  the  battle  ground  of  the  revolutitm^-^^  iJne  region  of 

I 

the  poet  s  horns  v/as  filled  with  the  solaiery  of  the  eontendin/; 

parties.  The  ^ttle  of  ;aorirnoJ^h  v/as  foughi  almost  ^ffithin  sight  of 
his  ancestral  door.  Philip  shouldered  his  gun  foi*  the  defense  o." 
his  fire-siae.    He  entered  the  army  as  a  private  and  -.vas  pronoted 


.tV 


tc  the  rank  of  serreanfry  His  c  reej-  as  a  soldier  'Yaj  brief  .-:nd 


ei'sey-rne;-  in  th^  Revolution,  p.  o. 


il 


iMipcrtant ,    but    it    served    to   a'low   the   stui'  ■   or  '.vi-.i.c'n   '-.e  vfus  uiaa  ^ . 
ttre-'STvTa^'s^ '{^lad   to   knory    Lijj^-t— a-i>atr-iot  v/hx)  urges   others   or:    to 
•tie  tia  a'  Ti  i-mafr-l-f -  -^aohie  - 1  i  me   i  n  tvi-a    lifG   si.ielled  powder. 

Freneau  soon  laid  down  the   s'vord   for   the   pen.        ThJ   year   Tcl- 
Ic/.Tin^:   tho   battle;   of  I.iorimcrth    (1779)   was   a   busy   one,    and  '/as  more 

ufitably   spent    than   if  he   had  remained   in   the   fi  ad.        Poe..i  aft3r 
poeni   came   out    to   revive    the   flat^gin^;   sjurits   of   the   revolutionists. 

:.i    Ola   college-mate   and   colleague    in  poeti-y,   ITa^ih  iu-ackebr  Idgo ,   v«ra^ 
in  Philadelphia   tryin,:;   to  drive   the  v;olf   from   the   doux'   by    editinji; 
r    -a  marrani^e—  The  United   States  Ida  ;a2ine,   A   Repositor^j^f  ]Ti_story , 

Politics   and  Literature.      The    col'oini-.s    of  this   periodical  were   open 

t  j^_- —  '  _  ■-  ^ — — 

to  Frenoaa  and  he  was*'ono  of  its  principal  contributors.    Brack-n- 
rid^e  i^~^free  lanc9  and  his  magazine  vms  feared  and  hatec^r^  In 
addition  to  the  pooms  that  were  v^ritten  on  the  voyarse  to  the  'Vest 
indies,  qy-jf]  ^'^'-■i^-'^  i-.ave  j)[aL;^daa4je^jjX)t-ic(K  there  appeared  in  this 
magazine  Freneau's  "King.  G^^r^e. the  Third's  Soliloquy" ,  and  his 
"Dialo.^ue  bekween  his  Britannic  i.iajesty  and  kr .  Fox".    The  object 
t^^FThese  pieces  was  to  urc^e  on  to  o^sim^   and  conquest  rather  tha^  1i 
\  ...waken  feelings  of  the  sublime  and  be  utiful.    They  -.re  blunt, 
Mcoferse  appeals  to  the  Americans  to  "up  and  at  the  bloody  red  co^its"  , 
anu  there  is  no  poetry  in  them.    The  British   rmy  is  characterized 
as  a  band  of  devils  that  it  v/ould  be  a  mere.'  to  rid  the  earth  of. 


® 


Southern  Literary  ;.;eL3senjt,'r  ,  vol  .v  ii .  ,p.3 


o  7-- 

.■eci'f.e    111    in   soliloquy,    ihuj   desci'iboa   his  raetiioU   oJ'  raisin,",  a 
vvce    to   a;';airist   America:  i-- 

Is    thei-e    a    robber    close    in   Now  ^a-ce    lieimrieU? 
Is    there   a   cut-thi'o.il    re^-te/.^d   ana   contiemried? 
Haste   l(\val    slaves,    t(.'   (ieor^-'  's    stanoiiriL   ccn.e, 
Attend  his    lectures  v/'iien   you  liear   the   drvinil 
Your   chai:     I    break;       Toi'   better   d:;ys   nreiare; 
(Jotne   out   my  friends    frcm  prison  and  frci.i  car-^. 
Far   to   tlie  West    I   ]dan   ycu;    dospnrat'^   sv-'ay,— 
There    'tis   no   sin   to   ravaf^e ,    burn. and   slay, 
There  without    fear   y(  ui-   blccuy   aims   i  urstie , 
And   show  mankind  what   Enejlish   thieves    can  do.. 
In   the   dialogue   between  Fox  and   George,    the   liberal-minded   and 

far-seeing  statesman  thus  aavised  his  monai'ch: 

In  one  short  sentence  take  my  v/hole  advice, 

{It  is  !M.  time  to  flatter  and  be  nice) 

'.Vith  all  your  soul  for  instant  peace  contena, 

Then  shall  you  be  your  country's  truest  friend; 

Peace,  instant  peace,  may  stay  ycu)-  tcttei-int;  tlu-one, 

Bui  'ffars  and  deat!;  and  blood  ca'-  profit  none. 

'Withdraw  your  arms  from  the  Amei'ican  shore, 

And  vex  her  ocean  vrith  your  fleet  no  inci-e; 

Tr..plcre  the  fi-irnuship  of  th-:  injui-'(:d  states, 

Nor  lon^^er  sti'ive  ac^^nst  the  stubborn  fat.;s. 


Lut    the  hauQhty  inonai'Ch  wculd   net    lifter,   to   Foxjor    to   any   one   elan. 
.The  viur  v/fn.    on   by   land   and   by   sea,   and  whether   by   land    o.'    by  sea, 
Freneau  was    pi'ompt    to   recoi'd   in   "supei- ior  f?J    lays"    the   /';l(ii'ious 
deeds   of   the  Americans.         Tn   177'J,    the   r;allant   Paul   Jones   of   the 
Eon  TTpnmie  Richard',    a^ni^^'fil  y-Lhi'iAt=iiittu  Captain  Pearson   of   the   Herapis , 
and   the   victory  was   duly   celebratea   by   our  poet,    and   the   victor   tiius 
urt^ed  on   to   fui'i^   i-   conquest,: 

Go   on   c^eat   nian   to   scourge    the   fee, 

And   bid   these  hau£;hty  Ei-itons   knov; 

They    t(_.    cur    thii'teen    states    si'iall    bona; 

The   stai's    that  veiled    in  dark   attire 

Lent.  i,lii-i.ie-i-ed  r/ith  a   Teeble   fii'  , 

hx.t   rr.diant  no-:  ascend. 


Bend  to  the  stars  that  flarainj^:  rise 

On  western  worlds,  ri;ore  brilliant  skies, 

Fair  Freedoi;i' s  rei^n  restored. 

So  when  the  Magi  cdiae   fi'om  far 

Beheld  the  Gcd-atienaintj  star, 

Th.oy  trei..blec.  ana  adcied. 
The-  Unit'-g  .states  Ma^^azine  died  in  ihe  first  year  of  its  life 
and  its  talentea  editor  abandoned  joui-nalisr.i  and  sought  and  ,!;ained 
aistinction  in  la'v .    Preneau  v/as  in  nc  sense  the  editor  of  thts 


i.i;S\:    ic 
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mat'iazine  as  has  been  statpu  so  Trequently /^^  '-'e  simply  /7;ave  .'.  help- 
ing; lianu  tu  !.is  frienu  Rrackenricl,-;?? ,  who  was  the  real  proprietcr. 

After  the  inacsLzine   had  {^one  und'^r ,  Freneau  ventured  afjain  upi  n 
the  sea.    This  time  lie  saile^  for  the  'Vest  Indies  with  Intt-rs  ol" 
mar'iuo  ati:ainst  tSfe  British  ccrrunei-ce ,  oornmandi!:g  the  /vurora .  a  smart 
little  craft  x'itted  out  for  privateering^^  But  Freneau' s  naval 
achievsiaent  s  were  destined  to  be  of  no  ^'^eater  importance  than  hi., 
career  as  a  land  soldiei*.   When  his  vessel  vr^s   v/ell  beyond  the 
cap.'s  cit  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  Bay,  she  was  pursueu_,ana  after  a 


lives  'vere  taken  to  !:e'.v  York  and  confined  in  a  British  prison-sliip 
that  lay  moored  cff  the  batter;  .    tia^iaJja  Proneau  was  placed  ;-vpon 
the  Scorrion,  where  he  was  kept  two  months,  ana  then,  when  dan^;er- 
ously  sick  of  a  f^ver,  ^  was  re;.iov9d  to  the  hospital-ship  ,''untex' , 
"to  all  hospitals  dis^-race"  .    From  the  Hunter  in  a  short  time  he 
escaped,  broken  and  emaciated  by  the  cruel  expHriences he  had  passed 
t-temcrg*^! .    Of  course  the  incident  wae^  the  occasion  of  a  poem.    The 
whol'--  story  is  told  in  "The  British  Pris>  n-Ship"  ,  a_peem  in  four 
cantos,  written  and  publisher  in  1734,  the— y«er  of  his  c iv^ttye-arixr 
i  mj>r-rstmmeTit . 

"^ee  Grisv/cld's  ilale  Poets  of  Americ  ,  p.  SB^^^WAlibone' 3  Diet  Lonjry 
of  Authors. 


^' 


-orman's  Journey  down  the  Ohio,  p.  10, 


Froneau  v/i'ote  nothin;:  for  the  Amei'ican  cause  thcit  was  moro 
elTective  ihan  this  piece.    In  ii  the  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of 
the  British  -are  depictoti.  by  the  hand  of  one  who  had  himself  seen 
and  suffered.    "The  picturesq^ie  incici.ents  of  the  voyat^e  which  is 
described;   the  animated  action  of  uhe  cai;L.ure;   the  melancholy 
cii'cuiiistances  of  the  prison-s!^.  Ip  cc.ntrasted  with  the  happy  scenes  oi 
the  shore;  _$he  stei-n  terrors  of  the  ^^ospital,  ar-o  all  in  Frene-.iu's 
best  vein."^^  The  following  lini^s  are  too  realistic  to  !.e  uritrvie: 
Such  food  they  sent  to  make  complete  ou.r  v;oes, — 
Tt  lookeu  like  carrion  torn  froM  hur^'ry  crows: 
Such  vermin  vile  on  every  Joint  v/er'^  seen. 
So  black,  coi'i'uptetc ,  mortifi  .  ,  and  lean, 
That  once  •.-.'■e  tried  to  h.ov--  oui-  xlint,  chlof , 
t,hu"  "('''re?  P'^  ^i   ^nirii^'^r  uii  t^*^  '  ee^: 
"See,  Cajitain,  see'.  v;hat  rotten  bones  "le   i^ick; 
"'hat  kills  the  healthy  c  nnot  cure  the  sick; 
Mot  dOijs  on  such  by  Ch.x-istiari  men  ..re  fed, 
Atvd  see,  f.^oou  master,  see  v:hat  Icusy  bread. 
"Your  meat  or  bread",  this  man  of  death  i-epli-d, 
"'Tis  not  my  care  to  manage  oa*  pi-ovide  — 
But  this,  base  rebel  dogs,  I'd  have  you  knu'.v 
That  better  than  your  merit  we  b'^stow." 


oerns  oi'  the  Revolution,  pm — i— .  ^^A-s^CCt*-  A-u^  ^, 


Ok   y 

.    The    doc  u&4^  that   ■■vent    jhP    rfiirnin    r  T   t h •*- -Hn-r^v-r  1 — tlrtT^  "i 'T    thus 
reiaembeb^: 

:.      H^^drenched    us    WpII    v/itii    uili-tr    urau.  cls  ,     '  '„  ^  .       rat;,' 
Nosti-a^s    from  Hell    and   coi'tex   from  Pei'u,.  / 

Some  withes   pills  he   sent    to   Pluto'^   reign, 


|-\nd   some  he   bl^tei-ed  with  his   fjl^es   of  Spain 
^lis    i'artai-   doses  v.'^ked   th&.fr  deadly   round. 


Till    the   lean  p.^tient-?4,    tlie   potion   frowned,        J 
Ahd   swore    that   h«?^rilock^d9af<ti  or  wh.-.t   ?/(m  v;ill,/ 
Ware  nonse^g'e    to   the   di-Ui'js    thatSBtuffed  liis   b^ll. 
On   ti3<5se   refusing  he   bestowed  a  kick'>, 
'^Qv  »PL'nat"tJ''i!r'  vgTi'^e'aTV(rt;--'?H:t--h--h-i-s--^,T-:rk'lT[;r-^afr4^k. 
When   the   poet    escaped   from  the   clutches   of   the  British,   he  i-e- 
tui-ned   to  Philadelphia   and   slowly  regained  his  health.        He    soon 
resumed  his   post   as   verse-clironiclei-   of   the   i-evolution  ana   i'ollowed 
with  anxious   eyes    the   closing  scenes    of  the   stru.igl".        On    the 
eighth   of   October,    IVol ,    he   addi-essed   these  fiavage   and   semi-prophei- 
ic    lines    lo   the   proud  Cornv/allis: 

7/ould  thou  at    last  with  "Washington   engage, 

S'.d   object    of  his   pity  not   his   rage? 

See   round   thy   posts   how   terribly   advance 

The   chiefs,    the  armies,    and   the    fleets    tf  Pi'ance, 

Fight   while      you   can  foi-  v/arlike  Rcchuiabeau 

Aims  at  your  head  his  last  decisive  blcv;,* 

Unnuiiibereci  ghc-sts    i'roi..  eai'th  untiiaely   speu, 


Can  take  nu  rest  till  you  like  them  are  dead. 
Then  die,  my  lord;   that  oiily  chariC^  i-enitiins 
To  wipe  a'-vay  dishcnci-able  stains. 
For  si;ic,ll  acivantage  wculd  your  capture  brin,";— 
The  pluriderinf7  servant  of  a  banki'upt  kingr-"'^ 
A  month  later  came  Yorktown  and  the  consujnniation  of  American 
Independence.    Freneau  >ev«xi  to  Jaat.e  Cornwallis  and  he  gluateu 
ever  the  fallen  chief  in  coarse  ana  careless  verse.   With  tiiis 
malediction  he  spea^from  our  sliores: 

How  curst  v/ith  life,  a  foe  tc  inan  and  God, 
Like  Cain  we  drive  you  to  the  lana  of  Nod; 
Tie  with  a  brother's  blood  his  hands  did  stain, 
0>^  brother  lie,—  you  h-ve  a  thousand  slain. 
And  may  desti-uction  rush  with  speedy  wing, 
Lev;  as  yourself  to  dra   each  tyrant  kiY^^Py  \^^^uC^     ^ 

___JiXVf^'^SPZy^}^  vfar  was  pracj^tgally-  over ,  Frencau'a.  ocialpa-t4.-on  -as 
the  poet  of  the  Revolution  was  not  entirely  gone.    The  hated  tcry 
was  still  in  the  lana,  arid  as  long  as  there  v;as  one  such  in  the  Ian 
surcease  of  Freneau's  pen  was  not  to  be  hoped  for.   Poor  R^vin^^jtcn, 
tlie  tory  editor  of  New  York,  w  is  scourged  to  v/ithin  an  inch  of  his  1 
life.   A  :"ew  items  from  "Rtvingtcn's  Last  ':7ill  and  Testament"  wj.11 
illustrate  the  po-^t's  cleverness  at  satire: 


Poeiris  Relating  to  the  Revolut  ion,p  .1-il . 
yTbiu,p.l32. 


ii£d    jj    'id    ..i£;vi;b       .'!•■-    .1.. 
..,   ..,,0   eriJ    brtB    ^v-,-,- •'-.  ,'     r.,  t-^   ■:r 

c  i;ri.';..i^  .-    '  ir  ■ 


il 


TMPRIiiTS,   my   carcase    T    c^i-ve   and  devise, 

To   bo   niacie    into   cakea    of  a  iiioderate   size, 

To  nourish  th*so  Tories  whose  spii-its  may  di-oo}) , 

And   serve    the   kin^ji's    anny  vrith   pcrtuble   s(Up. 

To  the  King,  my  dear  master',  T  give  a  fall  set 
( Tn  volumes  bound  up)  of  The  Royal  '-t-izeote . 
In  which  he  will  find  the  vast  records  contained 
Of  Provinces  conquered  and  victories  trained. 

I.iy  chess-m-^n  and  tablCL;  and  other  such,  chatties, 

T  give  to  Cornwall  is  ,  renovme'd  in  battles; 

By  moving  of  these  (not  tracing  the  map) 

He'll  explain  to  tlie  ki  ng  how  he  got  in  a  trap. 

P  rovided,  hov.'ever,  a;:d  nevertheless. 
That  what  other  eswate  I  onjcy  and  pcasras 
At  the  time  of  my  death^(if  it  be  not  then  sola) 
31iall  reriiain  to  the  Tories  tr  have  and  to  held. 
Hu^..G;.ijiJi§^_who.  at  .tiaa  outset  of  tlie  revolution  had  printed 
Fneneau's  treason  for  him,  and  had  fi^ftervmi'd  gone  over  to  the  tories 
also  came  in  for  a  drubbing.    Frnneau'v/rote  "The  Political  1  iogra- 
phy"  of  the- ;:ood-natuj'ed  rene:Taag  ."'pnr-s-uinH  ■lu.t.i.j.n  his  devious-' 


i>v  erf   :!■: 


^  X 

tauraSa^id  layir^^  on .  the  1-ish  -gtL  ptlm':'  aLf{!~U'l"  blivi-im^. 

The  war  v;as  ov  r  but  thero  vra.s  »CA£  enoU(';h  to  keep  the  patri' 


otic  per.  cf  Preneau  in  motion.   '.'/hen  tlie  Li'aitor  .^ntjlcl  left  Hew 
York  in  December  ,1781 ,  tlie  poet's  I'iei-ceoU  aiiU  choicest  curse  went 
v.'it!i  him;  the  battle  of  Euta.?^  Sprin^J?  was  celebrated  in  a  lyric  that 
Scott  learned  by  heart  and  ref^arded  as  one  ol'  the  finest  things  in 
the  language;   Wa.!^^hin;:ton ,  on  his  v/Jiy  tc  Vii'^iniu  was  greeteu  in 
Philadelphia  by  a  worthy  ode;   the  r-ejoicir^-  over  t!ie  rccoijnition 
of  National  Indeuendence  stirred  the  jioet  t(;  one  of  his  hi/^host 
fliqjhtsT^  Taking  it  alto, -ether,  the  year  1782  vras  a  i.iost  pj-odac- 
tive  one.    Freneau  s-ems  to  have  baoHlod  ^cvm  to  literature  '.vith 
the  purpose  of  :naking  a  living  out  of  it.    ^Te  va-cce  constantl,;  and 


Dr.  Pi-ar.cis  tells  a  story  of  Preneau  meeting  Gaine  at  his  booJ^- 
store: — ""/liile  on  one  of  his  visi':s  at  Gaine's,  a  custc-me^r  saluteu 
.him  loudl;-  by  name,  t::e  sound  of  which  arrested  th  i  attention  of  tho 
old  Royalist,  who  lift-in,  u;'  his  eyes  interrogated  him:  'Is  your 
name  Preneau?'   '  Yes  '  ansv;ered  the  i^epublican  poet.    'Philip  Fre- 
neau?' i-ejoined  Gaine.    'Yes,  sir,  the  same.'    'Then,  sir',  wari|- 

'■  ,  ^ 

ly^  uttered  Gaine,   you  are  a  very  clever  fellow.    Let  me  have  th.fe 

i  r 

pl'easur-e  of  takin  ;  you  by  the  hand.    '.Vill  you  walk  art/and  the  cor- 
ner and  join  tae   in  our  pai'loi"?   '.'e  will  take  a  glass  o-f  wine  to.;et;i- 
er.   You,  sir,  have  given  me  and  my  pai'or  a  v/ide  and  lastinhs  i"epu- 
tation. '" 

^Cyclo-peuLa  of  .Aitieri,^iiw*_LjJi^rature ,  vol.T,  p. 335. 

Vri  ems  of  u  le  Revolution,  p  .201  ,p  .:^60  ,!■  .270  . 


-2, 


mucli,    bol.h    in   pi-ose  and   verso,    foi- '^l''rgiUiiiij"i's   Journal  .    throu  h^out 
the   three   ye  lu's   of   its   existence.        Tn   17M3,   hf   transTat-ed   a  litti 


book   of  a  iTniTarGa~par::^«-£rcw:i-the  I'Vencii  of  Claude   Flobin.        The   titl 
pace   tells   us   all  we   care   ti.   know  about    it: 

N^w   Travels 
\ Through 
Nor  tin  Amoriua 
In  a   sories   oT  L"; iters: 
EK.iibitins   the   History   of   the  victorious    carnpai^;n   of   the 
A-llied  armies   under  his   excellency.   General  '.Vas'iini-iton 
iind   the   couat    of  Rochainbeau   in   the   year   1781^ 

Tjiterspersea  with  political   and   philosophical   observ.i.:.ions   upc: 
'Hie   Genius,    Temper ,and   Customs   of    che  Americans:      Also^ 
■larratives   of   the   capture   of  General  Buri.;oyne  t 

ATid  Lord   Cornv/allis  with  their  Armies;  « 

A^;d   a  variety   of   intei-estinj  particulai's  v/hich  occurr^u 
i  /   In   the   coui'se   of   t'le'. 


;  f  "/ar   in  Aiaerica,      \ 

Ti-^anslated   fifom  the   original   of   the  ..bb.e"    Robin, 
Ori!^   of   the   Chapl.ins   of   tlie   French  Ar:ny   in  America, 
Philadelphia.  \ 

.nted  anc|  sold   b:;   Robert    Bell    in   Third  Street. 
IiIDCOLaXXITT. 
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,;    of   P"nj-.s''lvLiin-ii: uii.l^Il,-,    ^..42. 


i-'rsneau  v.'as  now  .-Tijoyin;';  fame  as  sL   poet,  ■Sii.iyiat  and  ^  i-o- 
ti'iot,  bat  mone;'  wjis  not  rortii^  coinin(^>    Arnerica  was  tO(*  poor  to 
pay  for  literaLui-o  and  th'j  jjoet  was  driven  to  seek  bread  upon  the 
•,7atei'  .    HexL  to  litei-ature  he  loved  the  sea.    T'e  bacame  captain 
of  a  vessel  and  it  v;as  a  common  occurrence  cf  his  life  to  sail  dov/n 
to  the  7/est  Indies  with  a  cai'co  of  ^^rain,  and  brinf^  up  a  cai'.^o  of 
molasses  and  poetry.    In  1784,  we  find  him^  atumpinr;  about  amon^;  tli 
ruins  of  eld  Fort  Royal  and  rtiyiniiiV,  the  sad  condition  of  that  un- 
fortunatt-  .nd  lesolate  place.    For   five  or  six  years  \7ith0ut  in- 
terruption, he  led  the  h.trdy  life  of  a  tar.   -In  a  latter  to  his 
publisher,  Francis  Bailly  of  Philadelphia,  wi'itten  in  Norfolk,  he 
hf-.s  given  a  thrilling  account  of  an  experience  at  sea: 

"After  leaving  New  York  on  the  twenty-first  of  July",  he  vrrote, 
"I  hui  the  misfortune  to  have  luy  vessel  disuiasted,  thrown  on  her 
beaii.  mds ,  th'^  bulk,  of  her  cargo  shifted  and  ruined,  and  every  sail, 
mast,  spear,  boat,  and  almost  ev ~ry  article  on  deck  lost,  on  the 
''ednesday  after-noon  following,  in  one  oi'  the  hai'dest  gales  that 
ever  bl'^w  on  this  coast.    CaptVvWilliam  Cannon,  AVho  was  going  pas- 
senger with  me  to  Charleston,  and  Josiah  Stillwater,  a  lad  :  £   rep- 
utable I'amily  in  llew  Jersey,  were  both  washed  over-board  and  drown- 
ed, notwi tlistai'id :ng  every  ei'fcrt  to  save  thein.   All  my  jjeople  be- 
sides, except  <he  old  man  who  stuck  fast  in  one  of  the  scuttles, 
were  several  times  overboard  but  had  the  luck  to  regain  the  wi-eck^ 
and  with  considei-able  dilTiculty  save  their  lives.    As""X<^'  myself, 
w-ien  T  found  the  vessel  no  longer  under  iny  guiaanc  ■ ,  T  took  refuge 


in  main  weather  slu'cuuu  where  indeed  I  saved  rnyseir  i'l'uin   being  wash- 
ed into  the  sea,  but  was  almost  stav'^d  to  pieces  in  a  VLolerit  fall 
T  h:ui  uion  the  main-deck.    I  -'/a^  afterward  knocked  in  the  head  b;, 
a  violent  stroke  from  the  tiller,  which  entirely  deprived  me  of  s... 
sation  for,  T  was  tc/ld,  near  a  quarter  of  an  hoar.    Our  pumps  "v/ ere 
jnow  so  choked  with  corn  that  they  v,'(.;ald  no  lon^-er  woi'k.    u'liwai'd  of 
four  feet  vf   watei-  was  in  the  hold.    P(  rtan.itely  our  buckets  were 
saved,  and  with  those  we  v/ent  to  bailin;  which  alone  pr. -vented  us 
fi'o:::  foundering  in  one  of  the  most  dismal  nifjhts  man  evej'  witnessod- 
Tlie  next  morning  the  weather  hau  cleared  and  the  land  was  in  sight 
about  five  miles  distant.    T  have  since  arrived  at  this  port  by  the 
assistance  of  a  Potomac  pilot.    Wotl-.ing  could  exceed  our  distress: 
no  fire,  nc  candle,  our  bods  soaked  with  sea  watei-,  the  cabin  torn 
to  pieces,  a  vast  quantity  of  corn  damaged  and  poisoning  us  to  deat^. 
As  we  entered  Norfolk,  the  very  dogs  lookeu  at  us  with  an  eye  of 
commiseration,  the  negroes  pitied  us, and  almost  every  one  showea  a 
disposition  to  relieve  us.    Tn  the  midst  of  all  our  vexation,  the 
erew  kept  up  their  spirits  with  gro^;,  while  I  had  recourse;  to  my 
I  old  expedient  of  philosophy  and  rei'lection.    It  is  possible  II  may 
be  ordered  to  sell  the  vessel  here.    If  so,  T  sh.all  take  a  passage 
to  Laltiraore  and  go  to  Hew  York  by  way  o/  Philadeli'hi.i  to  look  out 
for  another  and  a  more  fortunate  barque  than  that  v/hic?i  I  now  com- 
mand , 

Yours  &c , 

P.  Pren.'aa. 


Freri   au  did  net   ne.:lect  hie  literary  internsta  ontii-ely  for 
his  duties  as  captain.    Ue  made  a  collection  of  his  pooins  in  IVuo 
and  sent  them  to  Francis  i:ailly  who  published  the:n  the  following 
year.    This  book  is  now  a  very  rare  volume  and  is  held  at  a  pretty 
round  ri^^ure  by  t.he  dealer.    It  is  leather-bound  duo-deciinc  of 
four  hundred  and  seven  paf'ies  containing;  all  the  best  that  was  writ- 
ten  by  the  author  u.  to  the  date  of  its  imprint.    Th.^  printo»r  au- 
di'ssses  the  public  in  behalf  of  the  author  in  these  words:   "The  ': 
pieces  now  collected  and  printed  in  the  following;  slieets  ware  left 
in  my  hand  by  the  author  about  a  year  a^;o ,  with  the  permicjsiun  to 
publish  wheaevor  I  thought  proper.    A  considerable  number  of  the 
jerforiiiances  contained  ii'  the  volume,  as  many  v/ill  recollect,  '^ave 
appeared  at  different  times  in  ncjv/spap'Ji-s ,  particularl:"  m  freeman' . 
Journal .  and  other  periodical  publications  of  aii'ferent  states  of 
America,  during  the  late  war  and  since;   and  from  the  avidity  and 
pleasure  with  which  t-iey  appe.-i"  to  have  been  read  by  persons  of  the 
b^st  taste,  the  printer  no\7  tne  more  readily  gives  them  to  the 
world  in  the  purest  forn^,  .ritnout  troubling  the  reader  with  an  af- 
fected apology  for  the  supposed  or  real  imperfections,  in  t!ie  hope 
trtpy  v;ill  dlTord  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  to  all  lovers  of 

"i r  \ 

In   18Gr. ,   a  Ivlr.    Smith  of  London,    had   th-)   book  re-printed  ^n   facsiiiiil- 
Tt   has,    thar'^fore,    been   ■**^^ffflircl   t^^.m   fhr   tiOnth   oP  wrrmn  and  given 
a  nev/   l-=-.se   of   life. 


T.'oiio\   Bii3  .  ;o6iioo  won  aeoei' 


poetical  wit  and  ele^^ance  of  ox])i'essi(ai." 

The  populai'i  t-y  that  Frenea.t  had  already  achieved  assurwd  th'? 
success  of  the  book.    The  editirn  sold  rapidly  anu  in  a  sliort  time 
the  publisher  WiS  justii'iea  in  {:ettin(:  out  another  voliun  • ,  contain- 
ing adaitional  poems  of  the  a ithor  and  a  few  s 'lected  333ays.   The 
volui:ie  of  17.^),  is  a  most  entertai'in^  book.    Soine  of  the  essays 
of  Robert  Slender  —  the  usual  Inpn-de-pluine  of  Freneau—  carry  one 
alon,^;  b   tiieir  simplicity  and  ^race,  very  much  as  one  is  carried 
along  by  the  compositions  of  Goldsmi/flT  or  Steel^^.    "Thoy  are  en- 
livened with  various  and  iiappy  inventions  and  reflect  in  a  genial 
way:  the  habiis  and  opinions  cf  ovir  fore-fat'iei-s  at  a  period  v/hich; 
will  al'.7ays  be  specially  interesting  to  i_i;eriuine  Americans." 

Freneau  as  a^  prose  writer  will  be  further  discussed  hereaftei*. 
At  present,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  or  tv/o  gems  I'ound  in- 
this  edition  of  178;.    Speaking  of  the  best  poem  written  in  Amer- 
ica.before  1800,  does  any  one  know  anything  t'-:at  appeared  before 
that  year  so  fresh  and  .icnuine  as  this  little  lyric  on  "A_Vi_ld  / 


Fair  flower  that  dost  so  comely  grow,\ 
Hid  in  this  silent,  dull  retreat, 
Un'co.ichrrd  thy  honeyed  blosso.ns  blow, 


Duyckink  and  others  persist  in  calling  this  the  editi«jn  of  178G; 
it  was  published  in  17o7  .s  the  title  pa^je  shows.    Besides,  in  the 
17. iS  edition,  the  publisher  speaks  of  the  edition  of  "last  ye  r" . 
Poems  Relating- to  th.e  Revolutioja^'.SO . 


Unseeii   tiiy   little    i.ranciios   ^^ireet; 

Mo   roviriij;  ^'Ot    sh^ll    find   t!-.ee   .hei*e, 
V.o  busy  liand  irovcke  a   toai*. 

By  Natvirfi'3   3elt'   in  white   arrayed, 

She  bade   thee   ahuw   the   vuljar   eye, 
And  plai'iteu  h^i-s   th^   guardian/ shade , 
And   sent    soft  Vatei's  laui*;  lur  L;5-i-j  hyl 
Thas    c[ai3tly   thy   s^irmncr   goes, 
Tl:y  days  d'5clininc  to  repose. 

Smit  with  these  c'larais,  that  must  decay, 

I   i^rievn   to   see   thy  Xutui-e  doom; 
They  di3d— noi-  'Tex-e   tlioae  f  10^:7  u's   less   gay, 
(The   flowers    that   did   in  Kdon  bloo.u)__ 
Unpityin^:   fi-ost   and  Autuir&i's   pov;ei' , 
S  lall   leave  nc'   vestije   of   ^is   floW'^r. 

?ro..i  mornin^^   suns,   and   evening  dia-vs 

\ 

At    first'  thy  little   beinj   caiae:   \ 
If  nothij^f:  once,    you  nothing  lise, 
For  Mlv^i    ,"' -1  die  y>-u  are   the   s  .iie; 

Theysi-ace   bal-T^i-in   is   out   an  hou^- , 

T.1--   .  . 


isrij    iij^'"    „jri<.. 


'!La^.uuaJ,  find  room  fur  one  more  example  of  the  bri^l^t  and  spon 
taneouj  thinc^s    to  be  round  in  this  voliir.ie  of  IVab: 

May  to  April. 
T. 

Without   youi*   shov^era 

I   breed  no   flcwei-s; 

Each  fiald  a   bari-^n  v;a3tG   appeara. 

If   :,'ou  don' t  weei) 

Liy   blossc  .:s   sleep  , 

They   tai'.e   such  pleasure   in     >  ■u-   tears. 

II..' 

As   your  decay  ■' 

Made   roo:;i  for  May^  - 

So    I   muot   part  v/ith  all    that's   laine; 

iMy   balray   breeze^. 

My  bloomin.-';   tre.^s, 


To    Cl033    ^ 


ils   donia: 


7-' 

Thus   to  ropbse 
All   naty:/'?   goes 
MontlA  af'oei'/noriVi  must    f' 
J  Ti me/on  the  wVv.^^ 
j  Hizf  ends    tiio   Sprin'jjy 
And"  ^flmiiGr   ri-ollcs   o'er  hev   to\ib 
he  sw^e.etnes?   rind   tenderness   of    oheae   J  ines  raay  iirobably  be   a   - 
coan*^d   for   by  tTi'^:'.f«^t    t^^^SI^TSSy  "Offt^r-e  written  .about    the   ti'oe  $|iF" 
.jcajr=T7©et- ira*--4n  ios^. /'^>"About   1790",     says  1.1a .j .    Samuel  Porman.  "fcap-^ 
tain  Preneau  i.iarried  my   sister  Eleanor."        Eleanor  Forman  v/'as   the 
dauijhter   of  Samuel  Forman  of  New   Jersey,    one   cf  Freneau's   neighbors^^ 
and  a  hero   of  the  revolution.        The   poet   and  Eleanor   seemed  to  have 
been  drawn  together   by  an  affinity  of   tastes,    for   she  was   a  verse- 
maker  as  well   as   he .  /^    ■P'or   several    years   before   marriage,    their   cor- 
respondence  is   said   to  have   been  conducted  largely   in  rhyme./      ThiS"  ■ 

icaj/'whether 


was  vei-y  i^LOOd  for.  court-ship,   altiiough   it   is   problemat 

a  well   regulated  houseliold   can  stand  more   than  one  poet 

that   may   be.^'^e  Freneau  home,   when  we   get   glimps*"^^    of   it,   was   a 


.,   happy   one,    albeit    it   v>a,s  njrt   thrifty 


>  Pi-e;..; 


a.  woman 


..J 


\5krrtnan'8   Joux-ney  aown   the  Ohia,-4u^UL. 

/  The  writer  has   seen    in  manuscript    some   very   clev   r  verses  written; 


by  .Mrs.    Frer.eau. 


■<•    73C.     -iO'  .or:     C>      I 


lo   a^aqxnila 


••■)     V'lCV     c 


stroTi,:::  eharactar  «ri<A  tuHrkeu  iuteLLX^SA&Aa^SP^'  ^^'^   infiuence  upon 
her  huabanu  s^jems  to  have  beer.  salutari^4ft»iv6.o.tiejcj.nti. 

While  the  poet-captain  was  tossin  xipon  the  Atlantic  in  his 
bark,  his  c^oufitry  was  tonsin^^  upon  the  sea  ot"  polit    ";  ,  itaiion 
and  party  strife.    For  several  years,  the  storin  i-u,,-   ^i:.^  threat- 
ened at  times  to  wreck  the  ramshackle  shi^)  of  state  that  had  been 
hurriedly  constructed  in  the  days  of  the  revolution.-   By  the  ye  ,r 
17G9  ,  ho'.vever,  the  storm  had  abated  and  the  atmosphere  hau  cleared. 
The  Constitution  had  been  adopted  and  all  minds  hau.  accepted  the 
i-es-tlts  arid  were  prepared  for  a  nev:  form  of  {^overranent  ."'"^In  April, 
1709,  Geori^e  \Yashin{];ton  proceeded  in  triumph  throUf^h  the  states  to 
IIe^';  York  Vheire  to  be  inau^-urated  as  president.    "Thursday  last  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock",  says  tiie'^ Gazette  of  the  United  States^ 
of  April  25,1731;,  "the  most  illustrious  president  of  the  United 
States  trrived  in  this  city.   At  Elizabethtown  he  was  received  by 
a  deimtation  of  three  senators  and.  rive  rei:reseritatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers  of  the  state  and  corporation,  v^ith 
whom  he  embai'ked  on  the  barge  for  the  purpose  of  v/aftin^  hiia  aci'oss 
the  bay.    It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  an  attempt  to  describe 
the  scene  exhibited  in  his  Excellency's  approach  to  tlie  city."    In 
another  columri  in  the  same  numb'^r  of  the  Gazette  is  this  notice: 

"Thursu.'.y,  April  2o ,  arrived  .-^ero  the  schoonerColumbia .  P.  Fre- 
neau.  in  0  days  from  Charleston.    On  board  was  i)r .  King  from  S. 
America,  wit!',  a  collecti^-n  of  natural  curiosities,  particularly  a 
ale  and  female  ourarifj-outar.i; ." 


,/Jti'i      V<J 


iO    ci'ISOX  . 


qiu9j  J)3 


Ca]jtain  "rerieau  ,with  Dr.  ilinc;  and  his  rnoru.oya  on  boai'U,  brouj^ht 
hi.-;  shij-  into  line  and  sailed  up  tlic  bay  wit.!i  the  c^y  ai'itl  ma^nifi- 
cant  procession  o:'  boats  that  escorted  the  pi-oaident-elect  to  the 
capitol  cit:  ,   When  the  poet  landed  he  fourid  himself  in  the  midst 
or  old  friends.    There  v/as  his  room-mate  and  class-inate  ,  James 
;.:adison,  the  young  "father  of  the  constitution";   there  was  the 
ambitious  and  uriscrupulous  Aia-on  Burr,  and ^  the  rising  Henry  E.  Liv- 
ingston, boon  ccmpanionjat  Princeton,    The^je  men  nov;  pov/erful  in 

nation,  ■'.fere  glad  to  grasp  the  hand  of  their  old  friend,  for 
they  recognized  in  him  one  almost  as  famous  as  themselves  and  not 
inferior  in  talent.    Freneau  was  charmed  by  the  nev/  and  invigoi-atig 
associatMi  of  !Iew  York  life.    He  gave  up  his  boat  and  again  took 
up  his  pen.   He  r;ade  friends  witli  the  leading  democi-ats,  and  v/as 
soon  conspicuous  as  a  champion  of  democracy.   Wo  hnv-e— a  ^sr^uiroi 
4iie^ttrre~C"f^^Tltn  its  he  movent  about  in  printing  of^i'ices  and  goverrunent 
halls_,or  stands  chatting  with  senators  and  generals.   "He  was  some- 
what below  the  ox-dinary  height;   in  person,  he  was  thin  yet  muscu- 
lar;  his  couritenance  was  traced  by  care;   he  was  mild  in  onuncia- 
ticn, neither  rapid  tor  slow,  but  cleai-,  distinct; , and  emphatic. 
His  fore-head  was  rather  beyond  the  medium  elevation;   his  eyes  a 
dark  gi"ay,  occupying  a  socket  deeper  thanteommon;   his  hair  a  beau- 
tiful iron  gi'ay.   He  v/as  free  of  all  ambitious  uisplays.   His 
habitual  exja-ession  was  pensive.    His  dress  might  have  passed  for 
tliat  of  a  farmer,"  ^ 


■Sketch  of  Freneau  irrOr.  J.  "/.  Francis'  Cyclopedi.i  of  American  Lit- 
erature, vol.  I.]..z:y6. 


o'i  9ri  bebnsL  Jeo  . 
.iiuLo  iJiiB  o Jem-moot  sS  j   xo 


Fren^au^ found  enii  loyment  .is  a  writei-  I'or  the  liovr  York  jDail^ 
Advertiser.   ^'e  does  not  soem  to  Fiave  been  its  editor,  aa  Hudson 
and  others  assert,  but  its  manacer  or  superintenuont— a  kinci  of 
iiian-of-all-work.    One  of  his  co-laborers  ui^on  the  A^vei-tiser  was 
John  Pintard,  a  war.;:  ^aatH   perst-nal  friend,  and  the  trans]  at in,:-clerk 
in  the  pejiartnient  of  StalTe.   Freneau  worked  vi^^orou^ly  fur  the 
A(\YQ,^^^_''-ser^  and  he  was  soon  recofjnized  in  political  circles  as  a 
sti-on^p;  ally  of  the  anti-federalists. 

In  1790,  Thoni.s  Jefferson  carne  tv   Hew  York  to  assume  the  duties 
of  Secretary  of  State.   He  had  just  come  from  Paris  where  he  had 
been  an  eye  witness  of  the  storniing  of  the  Bastile  and  had  learned 
from  terrible  object  lessons  to  respect  the  power  of  the  masses. 
When  he  arrived  in  Hew   York,  his  democracy  was  at  a  white  heat  and 
he  eagerly  set  about  building  up  a  democratic  party.   He  met  I'Ve- 
neau  and  found  him  a  congenial  spirit.    The  true  eye  of  the  groat 
politician  saw  in  the  poet  good  timber  for  the  edifice  i^t  was  his 
intention  to  re^r.    Jefferson,  as  a  well  knovm  patron  of  letters, 
was  in  a  position  to  make  overtures  to  any  man  of  distinguished 
talents.   An  opportunity  to  e^f^^r  Freneau  his  good  service^  soon 
presented  itsfcelf.   V/hen  the  goverrunent  reinoved  to  Philadelphia 
early  in  1701,  John  Pintard,  the  French  translator  in  Jefferson's 
off  ice ,  .resi;j;ned  his  place,  declining:  to  leav   r'ew  York  for  the 
pitiable  stipena  of  tvK)  huriured  and  fi.'ty  dollax's,  the  amount  ap- 

^Hudson's  Journalism  in  Arneric:;  ,p  .175  . 


rtnl- 


I::oxJij; 
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priateci  for  the  oi-anslatintj-clerk .    Madison  and  Henry  Lee  urged 
Jefferson  to  ai^point  Freneau  to  the  position  made  vacant  by  Pintai-d. 
Jefferson  gladly  accedea  to  their  request  and  6n  February.  28,  17'jl, 
wrote  to  Frenenu  as  follows: 
Mr.  Philip  Freneau, 

Sir:   The  clei-kship  for  forei{;ji  languages  in  niy  of- 
fice is  vacant.    The  salary  indeed,  is  very  low,  being  but  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;   but  also,  it  gives  so  little  to  do  as 
not  to  interfere  with  any  other  calling  the  person  rnay  choose  which 
would  not  absent  him  from  the  seat  of  government.    I  was  told  a 
few  days  ago  that  it  might  perhaps  be  convenient  foi*  you  to  accept 
it.    Tf  so,  it  is  at  your  service.    It  requires  no  other  qualifi-   \ 
cation  than  a  moderate  knowledge  of  the  French.    Should  any  thing 
bettei"  turn  up  v^ithin  my  department  that  might  suit  you,  I  should 
be  very  happy  to  bestow  it  as  well.   Should  you  conclude  to  accept^ 
the  present,  you  may  consid'pr  it  as  sngagea  to  you,  only  be  so  good 


as  to  drop  me  a  line  informing  me  of  your  resolution. 


I  am   with  great  e s t g on ,  sir. 
Your  very  huiiible  servant, 
Thoina s  J e f f e r s on . 
We  have  not  Freneau' s  reply  tc  this  letter  bat  we  know  tliat 
he  was  in  ru  hurry  to  accept  the  offer.    It  v/au  his  intention  to 
reniove  from  Kew  York,  hia  work  upon  the  Advertiser  rendering  him 
but  slender  returns  J  but  he  hau  misgivings  about  going  to  Philadel- 
phia.   His  imtviediate  project  v/as  to  settle  in  Hew  Jerje   and  -f^ 
^j/effcrson's  Vorks.  vol .  T  n  .  .r  .i:i-  . 


,.jI  "i'lsv  bLub  srlT        . cJrrcosv  si   ooi 
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establish  :i  country  newsjiaper ,  a  aohofne  tha-t  he  lent:  cherished  and 
one  -that  he  finally  carried  out.   Madison,  hov/ever,  sav/  the  value 
of  the  man  as  a  democratic  i ublicist  and  would  not  listen  to  his 
buryint2;  liimself  in  the  obscurity  of  a  Nev;  Jersey  villag;^.   He 
vrent  to  Freneau  and  i-easonea  witli  him,eftd  endeavorftwr  to  make  ium 
s  nsible  of  the  advantages  that Philadelphia  offered  for  his  private 
undertaking;;  over  a  srnaJl  i!*«w=-r=»*»»«-r/  town.   He  explained  t<;— >»iflri 
the  nature  of  the  services  that"  iiT-ould  be  required  of  him  as  trans- 
lator in  the  department  of  state.   Preneau  had  thou^jht  that  he 
•.7ould  be  y»quired  to  turn  English  into  French,  and  feeling  his  in- 
competency in  this  direct ifri.,h_ts  aelicacy  forbade  him  to  accept 
the  position  ftrr-~t+ri 3  reason,   IJadison  dissipated  this  objection 
biv  assui-in,;  him  that  no  such  task  wuold  be  required  of  him.    Fre- 
ne-vu  listened  to  the  ^iolicitations  of  his  friena  and  8xi>ressed  h-is 
4^+istttien'oi^  going  to  Philadelphia  at  once.    Madison  v/rote  to  Jef- 
ferson stating  that  he  might  expect  Preneau  in  Philadelphia  in  a 
very  short  time.     The  letter  contains  a  tribute  to  Preneau' s 

character^  and  genius  ,and  principles,arid  closes  with  these  words  : 
n 
It  is  certain  that  there  is  not  to  be  f^ond  in  the  v/hole  catalogue 

of  Americ.:.n  Printers  CCditt.rsJ  a  single  name  that  can  apjn'oach  rival- 

n 

ship."  ' 

But  Freneau  halted  in  tJew  Jersey^ and  Jefferson  concluded  that 
'.e  had  abandoned  the  nction  of  going  to  Philadelphia.    On  May  9*^ 


ritings  of  Llauison,  vol.1 


Jeffersoii  wrote  to  Madison: 

"Your  ravor  oV   V\e   first  came  to  hand  on  ihc  thiru.    Mr.  i'l'o- 
neau  has  not  followed  it.    T  sunose,  the^f  ore ,  lie   as  chanced 
his  ininu  back  a,:ain,for  which  I  am  sorry. '♦-'^\  few  aays  after  this 
Jefferson  wrote  to  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  his  brother-in-luw,  as 

follows: 

"I  enclose  you  Bache's  as  well  as  Fenno's  papers.   You  will 
have  perceived  that  the  latter  is  a  paper  of  pure  toryism,  dissem- 
inating the  doctrine  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  the  exclusion  of 
tha  people.   V/e  have  been  tryin,;  to  ,:et  another  weekly  or  half- 
weekly  set  up,  excluding;  advertisements,  so  that  it  mi^ht  co   throur  tu 
states  and  furnish  a  whig  vehicle  of  intelligence.   We  hoped ^ 
one  time  to  have  persuaded  Freneau  to  set  up  here  but  failod, 

Jefferson  did  not  intend  to  lose  Preneau  if  he  could  help  it. 
^•Iher  pressure  ;/ as  brought  to  bear  upon  the  editor.    Gen.  Henry 
another  friend,  wrote  to  hi:a  and  urged  him  to  embrace  the  cp- 
poriunities  of  a  c  reer  at  the  seat  of  goverranent  .--^  The  general 
promised  aid  in  securing  su'Jscribers  for  the  projected  paper  and, 
(Parton  says)  advanced  money  for  the  enterpriser^  Jefferson,  on 


efferson's  Writings,  vol  .V .  ,p  .ooO  . 


e,  vol.V.  p. 336. 
-^.andall's  Life  of  Jefferson,  vol.TT.  p. 74, 
J^Uparton's  Life  of  Jefferson, p.  -3... 
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July  21,  17C1,  a.  am  wrote  to  I.Iaciison  v;ith  the  viov;  of  ^ettinc  I''r>'- 
neaii.    "I  am  sincerely  son-y"  ,  l.e  says,  "that  Freneau  has  declined 
coiainc  here.    Thou{^h  the  printing";  business  be  sufficiently  full 
here,  yet  I  think  he  would  set  out  on  such  aavanta^eous  ci"<^unus  as 
tc  have  becri  sure  of  success.    His  own  genius,  in  the  first  place, 
is  so  superior  "^o  that  of  his  competitors.    I  shc/uld  have  ;;iven 
him  the  perusal  of  all  my  lettei-s  of  foreign  intellic:ence  and  all 
foi*eign  newspapers,  the  publicaticn  of  all  proclamations  and  other 
public  notices  within  my  departi.jent ,  and  the  irinting  of  the  la'-vs , 

ich  added  to  his  salary  would  have  been  a  considerable  aid.    Be- 
sides this,  FertTio's  being  the  only  weekly  paper  and  urider  ^-eneral 
condemnation  for  its  toi-yism  and  its  incessant  efforts  to  over-turn 
the  goverriment,  Freneau  would  have  found  that  ^rcurid  as  good  as 
unoccupied," 

This  encouragement  from  such  influential  quarters  finally 
caused  Freneau  to  abandon  his  ottffiir  sch|lme  and  settle  in  Philadel- 
phia.   On  the  t'.venty  fifth  of  July,  four  days  after  Jefferson's 
last  letter  to  ..ladison,  I^e  himself  wrote  to  Madison: 

"Some  business  detains  me  here  C^n   Nev;  Jer-sey]  a  day  v    ^ao 
longer  from  returning  to  llevf   York.   Mien  I  come,  which  I  expect 
will  be  upon  Thursday,  if  you  shall  not  have  left  the  city,  I  '.vill 
give  you  a  decisive  answer  relative  to  printing  my  paper  at  the 
seat  of  goverronont  instead  of  Mew  York.    If  T  can  get  Mr.  Childs 
to  be  connected  with  me  on  a  tolerable  plan  I  believe  T  shall  sac- 
rifice othnr  considerations  and  transfer  myself  to  Philadelphia?   \^' 


Freneaii  ca:.;e  to  terms  v/IlU  the  printer.  Childa,  and  i\    a  i:iiort 
time  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  leavinc  his  family  temporarily  be- 
hind him.    In  the  course  of  a  few  days  aftei-  hia  arrival  he  re- 
ceived the  following  document: 

Phili})  Freneau  is  hereby  appointcu  clerk  for  foreign  language:. 
in  the  office  of  Seci-etary  of  State,  with  a  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  a  year,  to  commence  from  the  time  he  shall  take 
the  requisite  oatiis  of  qualification.    Given  under  i;iy  hand  and 
seal  this  IG^h  ^lay  of  August,  1791, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 

This  is  the  story  of  Freneau' s  coming  tc  Philadelphia  to  set 
\^^   a  paper  and  of  his  appointment  to  an  office  under  Jeffei-son. 
It  is  a  simple  story  and  one  that  is  not  suggestive  of  crookedness 
upon  the  part  of  any  of  the  persons  connected  v/ith  it.   As  far  as 
Freneau  is  concerned,  his  course  v/as  one  of  absolute  sin;:le-minded- 
ness  throughout.    He  intended  to  start  a  newspapei*  of  his  O'vn,  and 
a  democratic ^paper  at  that.    Tf  he  did  not  set  up  one  in  Tew  Jer- 
sey then  he  would  start  one  in  New  York.    Jeffer-son,  Madison^ and 
other  democrats, hearing  of  thia^held  out,  in  a  perfectly  honorable 
way,  inducemenis  fo^  him  to  establish  his  p;,per  in  Philadelphia, 
and  after  due  reflection  he  adopted  the  courisel  of  his  friends. 
Those  friends  kne\Y  that  he  intenaed  to  eait  a  paper,—  that  indeed 
he  must  do  something  of  the  kind  or  starve.    The;  kncv;,  moreover, 
that  he  was  a  fierce  and  compromising  democrat  and  that  he  would 


conduct  tl;e  paper  accordin/^  to  his  ov^n  noticns.   '.Vliat  their  motive; 
were  in  {-getting  such  a  man  to  come  to  the  seat  of  ,':overriiner:t  is 
very  easy  to  determiiie.    They  v/anied  the  influence  of  his  pen  for 
eOTTpaTrjjrA  purposes  .   Wliethei-  Jefferson  v/aa  justified  in  usin^^  pat- 
r-onage  foi*  the  accomplishm'"'nt  of  his  purpose  is  a  problem  of  ethics 
for  those  \Yho  are  intei-estsd  in  the  quosticn.  to  solve.    It  may 
be  here  remarked  that  from  tiie  bef^inning  of  our  government  to  the 
present  day  influential  editors  have  fared  very  -.veil  in  the  matter 
of  feaei-al  appointments.   With  Preneau,  the  establishing  of  his 
paper  in  Philadelphia  v/as  purely  a  matter  of  business^and.  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  thei-e  could  have  arisen  in  his  mind  any 
quibbling  as  to  the  rightf otlness  or  v/i-ongfulness  of  his  earning  a 
little  adaitional  money  by  translating.    The  matter  v/cald  iiot  bo 
wort.li  referring  lo,  if,  as  '.ve  shall  see  later,  so  much  had  not 
been  made  ^se,  of  it  by  th.e  enemies  of  Preneau  and  of  Jef: 

'Ve  shall  nov;  take  up  a  chapter  in  Freneau's  history  that  has 
not  jt-eceivea  the  consideration  it  des-^rves.    'Ve  siti-.H  follow  Pre- 
neau  in  his  career  as  an  editor,   ',Ve  all  k^'o^.v  something  of  him  in  a 
vague  sort  of  v^ay  as  a  poet.   We  know  a  little  of  him,  too,  as  an 
editoi',  but,  unfoi-tunately  v;hat  v;e  know  of  liim  as  an  editor  is  false 
knov^ledge.   '.Vashington  Irving  calle^  him  a  "irking  Cur",  and  suc- 
ceeding historians  down  to  Goldwin  Smith,  v;ho  ref-:>rs  to  hiin  as  a 
"reptile  j(  ui-nali^t"  ,  have  been  content  to  perpetuate  a  false,  -frTj^, 
and  uri.just  estimate  of  the  man.    I>u4^— Idtt'TTJrgt-tH^Ac— xt^- the  muL__lg>^ 


Jeiferson.y  (,-^^ 


.:>BA-iW..i'i   ri'icrj    ocl 


i'a i  '•  i   a^'"    in  j-v3fi t  i  n fl   car, not   alv.Mys   blur^hrri'   i-iaKea-r Prerieaii'Was^"aTi 

upright_Hitriot^i.c  j^entleinan,  honest   and   sincere,   and  -hlaroriEms 
armn  rJ^Y-i   wj^T — -Finfi   this   out   and   cease   tu_ai3;j>s$_Jiisi._    '  -lA^a^^    ->:klA.^-^ 
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[CAN    POLITICS.  \ 

"Freneau's   paper  has    save^  our   constitution  '.Yhich  was   ^:;allopirig 

into  laonarchy   and  has    been  checlt^d   by  no   one  means   so  powerfully  as 


)y  that   paper .        It    is  wel  1   and  uil-|ver sally  known  that    it   has   been 

'',  ^ 

that   paper  which  has    saved  us   from'^|he  monocrats."  | 

#     \    ThoiTias   Jefferson.  \ 

/  \  i 

Freneau  took  active  measures  to  get  h\^  paper  under  vray  as  scjor 
IS  possible.    In  the  Kevf  YorX  Daily  Adverti^^r  of  Oct. 28,  1791 
ppeared  the  follo'ivinc:    f  \ 

J   Proposal  \ 

'  for  pubdishin^:  in  Philadelphia,   \ 

/  \ 

On  the  second  Da-xof  November  next  THE  NATIONAL  ffl^ZETTE,  a 
periodical  mi  a  eel  Ian  jfc' of  Hews,  politics  and  History  and  S^olite 


By>Phili.p 


'u;  :];.;■ 


.e'jTTT 


thf^ 


^1 


The  jilan  and   pai*i)03e$  oi'   the  new   iJap'.Ji'-«*ie— ttnrn  publidhed  at 
Ci  ns  iderable  len^'ith.        The   Gazette  was    lo    appear   every  '.Vednosda> 
and  Saturuay^^'' tlie   subscription  pi-ice  w.is      to   be    t -.ree   doll-.u's   per 
arnuiii;       the  ncvs   publislT^d  was    to   be   ol"  national    character,    esp'^c 
attentiiTi  being  promised    to    tlie   doin;,:s   of   the  national    e'loveiTunent; 
the   columns    of   the   Gazette  "/ei'e    to   be   ojjen   to  all    ori^;inal   and   intet 
estin.;  productions   whether   prose   or  vi^i'se;      political   discussion  't 
to   be   conductoa  with  perfect    fairness   and   the   {greatest   latituue;    t.. 
debates   of   con;;ress    and   reports    of  dci)ai*trnents  -/Yere    ti     be   printed; 
all    iraportant   books  wei-o   to   be   roviev/ed;      advei-tisements  -.vei-e   al- 
loted  a   cei'tain   space  and  wei'e  not    to    encroach  upon   the   columns    in- 
tended  for   f^eneral   reading  matter*.  . 

The   title   of   the  paper,  suggests    the   ains    of   its   founder.         Tt 

/     ^      r-^ 

v/as  to  be  a  papei*  .hat  r;as  To  c-x-j,i<iula te  in  all  pai-ts  of  tlie  union. 
Tt  was  to  be  an  organ  rith  ^   national  influence  and  a  national  con- 
stituency as  opposed  to  those  papers  t>hQt  appealed  to  ji^   local  con- 
st  ituencjLJand  that  rarely  found  their  way  out  of  the  neii-^hborhood 
in  T^rhich  they  v/ere  printcu.    This  v;as  the  idea  of  tne  editor  and 
his  advisei's,  and  every  ei'fort  wis  made  to  keep  the  paper  cosmopol- 
itan and  to  .-^et  it  into  distant  parts. 

Frenoau  pushedO  the  publication  of  the  G^ette  and  the  first 


I 


(j 

Tt  was   actually  published   ev'?ry  i.ionday  and  Thui-sday. 


nujiib.?r  came  fi'oni  tlie  pivjss  s-M/eral  days  befox'e  it  was  announcea  to 
appear.    Tn  the  fii'st  issued  tliere  was  not.iinn  to  shadov;  I'oi^tii  that 
violent  piirt  izansriip  -tbat  was  a-f^et*- a- while  to  make  its  editor  one 
of  the  best  hated  !.vn  in  America.    Tn  ine  respect  ^  indood  ^it  offend 
ed  fro.n  tlio  be  Innint^  the  opinion  of  a  large  arid  Lnflu'.'nlial  ele- 
meni.  of  the  American  people.    It  suiiported  \YithOLit  resei've  the 
princii^ies  of  the  >'rench  revelation.    Its  columns  '.7ere  filled,  with 
equality  and  fraternity ,  a-nr.  Tom  Paine  and  Rousooau.    *si.de  from 
th«s  undiSf-j-d^nd  endorse. .lent  of  v;hat  was  then  to  many  minds,  ^polit- 
ical heresy,  its  tcr.e  v/as  mild^and  its  articles  harmless  and  color- 
less.   Its  pi'ofessed  policy  \7as  broad  and  patriotic.    It  early 
maintainea  the  doctrine  that  the  union  between  the  states  sliould 
be  social  and  commercial  as  well   s  political.    "The  intei-esis  of 
the  northern  and  southern  states  are  insepai-able  forever.    Tt 
seems  to  have  been  the  deslyn  of  natui^e  in  hei  foi-iuation  and  dis- 
tribution of  .,hat  part  of  North  America  known  by  the  name  of  the 
united  Fitates,  that  a  mutual  depemdeT*^ce  .should  take  place  betv.''?en 
the  northern  and  southern  inhabitantSsJU--'  '"ut  the  tendency  of  the 
paier  T'as  unmistakable.    It  appealed  to  the  common  people  as  the 
true  rulers  of  ^^ovorriment .    Tts  evident  purpose  -.ras  to  evoke  and 
energize  the  spirit  of  democracy. 

'"as  there  need  for  such  a  paper?   V/as  the  spirit  of  democracy 
flagf-ing  and  the  tide  x-unning  toward  a  government,  strong,  central- 
ized, and  aristocratic?   'Vas  the  constitution,  as  Tefferson  says 
Nit  was,  galloping  toward  monarchy^*   ".'e  cannot  uridorstanri^irreneau 


7V^j>^^c-^<sJi    Sloc^c^^jl,  .  \jtr<yyju.^X>.^ ^  ^  ^  "^  L 


S'tQlL't 


and  the  part  he  played  in  public  affairs  until  v/o  have  foanci  ansv/e/n 
tu  these  questions ,,  and  to  answ.r  t!:ein  we  must  ti*y  to  r,^t   &   clear /^ 
notion  of  the  state  of  political  opinion  in  the  United  States  in 
1791. 

To  do  ti:is  let  us  be^iin  with  the  rulers.   Let  us  interrocate 
those  v/lio  wore  in  ti:e  saddle  at  tlio  tiniejand  deterulne  the  directio 
they  -.'/ere  galloping  by  the  SZS*  of  l(heir  thought;  for  as  men  tliink, 
so  are  they. 

Tfiflgiriyy-w^  ?it— fcVte- -top  i.aBd  with  the  President,   'Thei-e  can  be 
no  doubt  of  V/ashington's  perfect  loyalty  to  the  constitution  and 

to  a  republican  form  of  goverrunent .    In  173G  ,  indeed,  he  reco{^nizecl 

? 
that  times  were  changing  and  that  monarchy  was  in  the  air,  but  he 

dexrecated  with  the  utmost  liorror  the  progress  of  monarchical  sen- 
timent.  Freneau  has  attested  to  the  soundness  of  the  great  chief's 
republicanism  in  these  lines: 

"Oh  Washington,  thrice  gloricus  name', 
\T.\a.':   due  rewards  can  man  decree? 
Emgiras  are  far  belov;  thy  aim. 
And  sceptres  have  no  charm  for  thee. 
Virtue  alone  has  your  regard, 
And  she  must  be  your  great  ro^ai-d," 
We  pass  from  the  president  to  the  vice-president.   Jop.n  Adams 


■^Spark's'  Life  and  Writings  of  V/ashington,  vol. IX,,  p.l 


^'ll-'Ofii     'i. 


has  written  many  hundi-ecls  of  pa.-^os  uj  on  the  subject  of  (^ovcrrmicnt , 
but  hvirnan  reason  cannot  fathom  his  nieaninc  arid  v'>iat  he  really 
thou^^ht  will  never  be  knowriv-^  Madiscin,  open  and  above  board,  spoke 
of  him  to  V/ashincton  as  aiming  at  mixed  inonarchrT-^^t  Adams  said 
he  was  not  aiming  at  at- monarchy,  and  v/e  must  believe  ho  knev.'  his 
actives  better  than  Madison  knev;  them.   V/e  cannot  [-et  from  his 
writings  -.vliat  Adams  thou^^it ,  but  v/e  can  learn  from  them  what  he  felt. 
He  hated  democracy,  he  loved  a  strong;  covernment .    "democracy",  he 
says,  "never  has  been  and  never  can  be  20  desirable  as  aristocracy 
or  monarchy,  but  v/hile  it  lasts,  is  more  bloody  than  either.    Re- 
member, democracy  never  lasts  loni^.    It  soon  v/astes  ,  exhausts,  and 
murders  itself.   There  never  was  a  democracy  that  did  not  ccmniit 

y^Ari   Eng-lish  reviev;or  of  the  day  thought  he  understood  Adams:   "The 
great  and  leading  idea  v/hich  ruriS  through  the  ingenious  and  learned 
rrorks  of  :.ir .  Adams  is  that  a  mixture  of  the  three  powers,  the  regal, 
the  aristocratical  and  the  democratical  ,  properly  balanced,  t^en^^wai;^ 
the  most  perfect  form  of  government."    American  Daily  Advertiser 
llov  .  ,  1792.    Such  an  inierpretati(  n  must  have  been  based  upon  such 
statements  as  "fhese:   "The  English  Constitution  is  the  only  scien- 
tifical  goverriinent ."    John  Adams'  '.'orks  ,  vol.  VI.,  p. 118. 
"A  hereditary  first  magistrate  v/ould  pert-.aps  be  preferable  to  an 

\elective  one." 

yixv  a   conversation  with   t}ie   p-esident    in   1791^  ,'Vrit ings    of  Madison 

\vcl .    X  .  ,    [■  .550. 
J  ohn  A  dams '  To  i-  k  j  ,   v  0 1 .  V  T  .    p  .  43  3  . 


suicide."    And  acain:   "Tt  is  true  aiid  T  rcjoico  in  it,  that  our 
presiderit  has  more  power  than  the  staut-holdors ,  the  doges,  the 
ar-chons,  or  the  kings  of  Lacadaernon."    lie  expresses  hLs  profound 
di^rust  of  self-noverni.ierit  in  these  v^ords:   "The  prcijosition  that 
the  people  are  the  best  keepers  of  their  ov;r.  Liberties  is  not  ti'ue . 
They  are  the  v/orst  conceivable,  they  are  no  keepers  at  all;  they 
can  neither  judge,  act,  think,  or  will,  as  a  political  body.    In- 
dividuals ]:ave  conquered  themselves;   nations  and  large  bodies  ncv'-si'f 
In  a  letter  to  his  deiiiocratic  cousin,  Sara''"Adams ,  John  Adams,  in  a 
fev;  inaavertcr.t  v/ords ,  beti-ays  his  feelin;:s  towards  popular  liber-ty. 
Sam'-^'Adams  had  advanced  the  proposition  that  the  love  of  libei'ty  is 
intoi'-v/oven  in  the  soul  of  man.    John  Adams,  candidate  for  popular 
favor,  replied:   "So  it  is  according  to  La  Fontaine  in  that  of  a 
vrolf.   Late  ir>  life,  Jolm  Adams  said  that  his  political  downfall 
-    z   largely  due  to  the  va-itings  of  Philip  Proneati^^y'  He  would  more 
.;..-;tly  have  attributed  his  retirement  to  his  own  writings. 

V/hen  we  come  to  Washington's  first  cabinet  we  find  a  house  di- 
vided a/-air.3t  itself.   Relying  u].xn  his  own  vast  authority  and  the 
i-octitude  of  his  intentions,  the  president  invited  to  assist  him 
in  governing  ^two  men  whose  views  upc^n  goverriment  diver/:ed  as  wide- 
ly as  possible.   -^^m*  Thornao  Jefferson  and  Alexander  Hamilton  by 


Vorks  of  John  Aciams  ,  vol .  I .  ,p  .."i  )7  . 
"orks  of  Samuel  Adams 


ever;'   priiiCuple   ana    inr'!  icat  it:;    o±    llieiv    do  m,- ,'.7oru    unriLLou    Lo    .vcrk 
tOjjotbei'^ancl  \7ashin^:tcri   s   attempt   at   a  mixed   cabinet   failoct.        Tn  a 
S'lort    time    tiie    imperious   and   imperial   Hamilton  doininated  \7a3hirif;ton 
and   tiie   administration^  and  -ttre~Horit;lo    Jefferson  v,ras   forced   to   re- 
tire. 

'.Vliat   were  Hamilton's   viev's   upon   i];(:v  •iTunent?        If  lie   could  have 
had  his  v;ill,   vfhat    form  of  coverranent   would  have    berri   instituted? 
'Yhat  was    the   tendency   of   our   goverriment  when   it  was   urider  his   di- 
rection?.,     /o      ^^^     ck^^^    cuoA.-ii.^cA-^-r-    b      LL^A^     e.^^<-t^^t-<^-<^ 

"iic   ma-y   take   the    testimony   first    of  a   friena,    then   of  an   enemy. 
Gouverneur  Morris,    an   intimate   friend  and   co-v;orker    in  politics, 
said   of  Hamilton:       "He  hated  republican   (^oveiTiinent   because   he   con- 
founded  if  with  democratic   goverriment.        One  marked   trait   of   the 
(reneral '  s    character  was   his   pertinacl'.us   adherence   to   opinions   once 
formed.        He     nevei"    failed   on   every   occasion   to  advocate   the    excel- 
lence  of  and  avov/  his   attacliment    to  monarchical   government  .\, / 

^  Js^^^i»son  had  a   preser^tiraeiil_Df   th-e-troubXetJaaJ;— aygrtrted  himi 
}•  is   letter   to  Washington  acceptinf^  tlie   Secretaryship}ie--^^s:         "I 
Qarmot   but   foresee   the   possibility   that^,;tirrsmay  end  disagroeably 
ffflr  me  who,   having  no  raotrit-d-iro'^vublic   service   but    public   satisfac 
,   v;oulu   certainly   return  the  moment    th.^t   satisfaction  should 

^api'ear  to  languish."    Jefferson's  Works,  vol. TIT.,  p. 125. 

^-^larks'  Gouverneui"  l.lorris,  Life  and  Works,  vol. III.,  p.2t>0. 


Thomas  Jefferson  coi-roboratea  tliis  languace  b;  luttin;;  the  followiii 
?;ord3  in  Hamilton's  mouth;  words,  Jeffersor:  avers ,  that  were  writ- 
ten down  al.MOst  iiiiinediately  after  they  were  s;  oken:   "T  own  it  is 
my  opinion,  altliou^h  T  do  not  publish  it  in  Dan  and  b^-sheba,  that 
the  present  goverriinent  is  not  that  whic^.  v;ill  answer  the  ends  of 
sucioty  by  f;iving  stability  and  protection  to  its  ri;:hts,  and  that 
it  will  probably  be  expedient  to  i;o   to  the  Britisli  form."   C_i/ 

Hamilton's  correspondence  is  replete  v/ith  lugubi'ious  ap^jrehen- 
sions  that  the  covorn:.,ent  by  the  people  might  fail*----  The  people 


li  lujn3ri  ademptum."- — -^In  a  letter  to 


were  to  him  "informe  inf':ens .  cui  lujn3ri  adempt 

odore  Sedg:.vick  he  speaks  of  democracy  as  a  virulent  poison, that 
was  threatening  to  destroy  the  life  of  the  naticn."—'^  In  1  j02 ,  when 
he  had  been  urJicrsed  and  Jefferson  was  in  the  saddle,  he  writes  to 
his  old  friend  and  f ellow-aristocrat , Morris ,  bitterly  complaining 
of  his  fate.   "Mine  is  an  odd  destiny.    I  am  still  laborin-T  to 
;:rop  the  frail_and  worthless  fabric.    Yet  I  have  the  murmurs  of  iti  J' 
no  less  than  the  curses  of  its  foes  fcr  my  reward.    V/hat  can  T  dc' 
better  than  v/ithdrav/  fro:a  the  scene?   Every  day  proves  to  me  more 


"^Ford's  "Jefferson's  Writings",  vol .  T  .  ,p  .109  . 
^ec  Hamilton's  '.Vorks ,  vol 


0£) 

and  more  that  tiiis  American  world  wjis  not  m.de  Tor  me." 

At  a  banquet  in  llev/  York,  in  reply  to  a  toaat  he  aiLereu  these 
remarkab^^  v/ords:   "Youi*  people,  sir,  year  peojilo  are  a  ^;reat 
beast  .''•—^  But  enouch  or  quotations.    Evei-ybody  knows  as  well  as 
Jefferson  knew  in  17"J1  that  Alexander  Hamilton  hated  democracy  and 
that  he  had  **«■  f:;ith  in  the  government  that  he  had  help-^d  to  estab- 
1  i  sh 

Wh*t_Jt*^the  lesser  lij^hts,  what  ttiri  senators  and  representa- 
tives  and  diplomats  of  the  time  -fe^irtk  of  democi-acyl;   The  ycun^  and 
eloquent  Fisher  Ames,  the  confidential  friend  of  flamilton  and  a 

;;d?r  in  the  house  of  representatives,  declared  democracy  to  be  L  .e 
istiimus  of  a  middle  state,  nothing:  in  itself.   Like  death  it  was 
ihe  dismal  passport  to  a  mere  disnial  hereafter.    He  thought  our 
nation  be^an  self-f^overriment  v/ithout  education  for  it.   "Like  ne- 
r-y^   s"  ,  he  says, "freed  after  i;;rovm  up  to  man's  estate,  we  are  in- 
capable of  learninc  and  practicin^^  the  ^reat  art  of  takin,^  ere  of 
ourselves  ,"->^  He  greets  Hamilton  s  sympathetic  ears  vfith  these  words  ;;^ 
"Oui'  coverrunent  is  becoming-;  a  niei'e  democracy  w^liich  has  never  been 
tolerable  or  lon^-;  tolerated .^5—/  And  a^^ain,  in  an  explosion  of  dis- 
t  and  despair  he  cries:   "Oui-  country  is  too  big  for  unic^n,  too 
sordid  for  patriotism,  too  democratic  for  libr-rtyl   ''Hiat  is  to  bo- 
como  of  it,  he  who  made  it  besti^'iows  . "     / 

I^V^Xil,   vol.VT.,  p. 530.  - — ~»*iSgiaBBl»**h .  ^  T 

S.amilton's  'Vorks  ,vol  .VT  .  ,  p  .2(  IT^Wcrks  of  Fisher  Ames,  vol. T. p. 224 
^me s  '  Work s  ,  v  <  !  .  I .  ,  v  .  i2  7  . 


Gouverneui-  ...i  rr±s  has  answered  Tor  "amilton  and  r.r.y  now  answer 

I 

for  hiiiiselr   on   tlie   subject   of  deiuocratic   qov erraneut ,        ?/ritiric,   from 
Paris   to  Rufus   Kin,-;  he   aays:       "The   people,    or   r  ither   trio   populace, 
—  a   thino;  wliich,    th.ank   God,    is   unknuv.rn    in  America— are   flatt9r':^d 
with   the    idea   that    th.oy   are   under  no   rostrj.int    except    such  as  inig:i'. 
be    inspired   by  niagisti-ates   of   their   o\yn   choice.    "~^    ^This  haughty 
li-^utenant    of  Haniiltc-n' s   having  narrowly  escaped   the   fury   of   that 
same   Par-isian  populace,   wished   to   check     he   power   of   the   people    in 
his   ov;n   country   by   a   sti'onr;  goverrjaent .        He   belinvt^d   that   a  nation- 
al  law    shculci  repeal   any   state   law,   and  was   for   a   senate    for   life, 
appointed   b/   the   chief  mai^istr.:.te .        The   body   sliould    consist    of 
ftcople. '.Tcalth^  anj(  of  aristocratic   spii'it--one   that   would      lord    it 
t!  rough  pride^jj 

[v        Theodore   SedgYz-ick,    speaker   of   the   House    of  Representatives,    had 
no   faith    in  the  :aanner   of  electing   the   pre sidentLs^ John  Jay,    Chief 
Justice    of  fne   Supremo   Court,   doubted  whether   the   people   could  long 
govern   themselves    in  an   "equal ,' uniform  and   orderly  raaLVirier^i^if^ 
Oliver  Wolcott ,    Comptroller   of   the   Ti-easury ,   and   successor   of  }-:am- 
iltcn^as   Secretary,    believed    that    our   system  of  governi;ient   woulu 
fail .''— -^Chaoncey    .-oodrich,   a   leadei*    in  politics   v.'rote:       "Oui-   ,-;reat- 


^. 


_.ife   of  Rufus  Kinf^vr.l.T.  ,   p. 432. 
'amiltcn   s  Works,   vol.VT.,    p.bll. 
^^Kill's    "Administration   of  \VashLni:ton  and  Adams",   vol .  T  .  ,p  ..vjO. 
/fill's    "Ad:ninistraticn   of  V/ashinj^ton  c^nd  Adams"  , vol  .  T  .  ,    p.  >•. 


est  danijer  is  from  the  antai^onisn  of  levlism.   VHiat  folly  is  it 
that  haa  set  the  world  ago^j  to  be  all  equal  to  French  barbors?"-^  eff^^^ 

Such  v;as  the  faith,  or  leather  lack  of  faith,  or  our  federal 
fathers.    Such  v;ere  the  avowed  opinions  re^^ardini^  sclf-goverm.iont 
held  by  those  vrlio  were  admin  Isterinc  the  fjoveiTtment ,  makinij  its 
laws,  conductinc  its  diplomac;:,  prcir.ouncin;-;  its  justice,  at  the 
period  when  Fi'eneau  set  v;p  his  national  .Gazette  ir   Philadelphia. 
7/ashincton  warned  the  federal  leaders  a^f^ainst  the  Lr  monarchical 
ncticns,  reminding  them  that  it  was  but  a  step  from  thinking  to 
speaking  and  but  anothei*  to  acting iw^nd  (act)  they  did  as  far  as 
Jhfty-  ■^•-T^^    Hamilton  ti'ied  to  hedgn  '.Vashington  around  "with  a 
devinity  that  dic:  befit  a  King".    Titles  and  royal  trappings  were 
employea  to  dazzle  and  av.'e;   measures  were  inti'Oduced  into  con yrosj 
under  Hamilton's  docti-ine  of  "implied  powers"  that  made  democrats 
like  I.laclay  and  Madison  stand  aghast.    Hamilton  and  TIamiltonism 

led  not  only  in  the  cabinet  but  in  the  legislature  also,   -fta.  ° 

f 

-..^-■^tish  rashic;n   the   Treasurei-  Icrack'i^d  his  whip   ovor   W^j^-iida-d- -ef 
congresk^^nd" converted   the   le    islature    into   .-,   cor.ii^iitte   of   sanctiof^ 
and  Washirju^ori  himself  was   accused   of   "treading  on   the   n-ck   of  the 

senate  "S-J  

— ■ -p,Mi 

5/Spark's   "Life  and  Writings   of  "Yashington",   vol.TX.,   p. 167. 

I.lercer    in  a   speech    in   congress   saia:      "I  have   long  remarked   in  this 
house   that    the    executive   or   rather   the   tj-easury  department   v;aa   ro\: 


^ 


the  efficiont  legislature  of  th.e  country.  Tiie  House  of  Reproson- 

u 

tatives  is  cor.vert'"u  into  a  committee  of  sanction. 

..aclav    a    JoLirrial  .    ^  .    3i  s_J^^^       <f  T        ' 


,:•:!.  ijv 


The   orga:.  -that   the   federalists   i-elied  ttj^^fr  to  uiak^^   public    opiww  i'o. 
their   cause  v/as   John  Feiino' s ''Gazette_of  tho  United  States.        T'lis 
paper  '.vas   st  irted   in  Nev;   York   but  \7as   moved   tQ_^Philadeli3hia  when 
tlie   joverrnnent  v;as   transferred   to   that   place-i-^   Penno  was   coin])let  ;- 
ly  under  Haiiiilton  s    ttetfub  and    the   columris   of  his   Gazette  were   fill, -50 
T7ith  the  r.ionjirchical   notions   of  his   ;^)atron.        Tiie   fcllov/in  ,   extract^ 
taken   from  the  writings    of   "Tablet"   v/ho   contributed    , every  v;o9k, 
somethitig  upon  the   Gubjecc    of  govei-ninent^will   give   an   idea   of  the 
spirit    of  t+r«   paper,  of  Iiiijimu.*!>l 

"Take   av:ay    thrones   and   cro?/ns    from  arnonf-;  men  and   thei-  ■  v;ill 
soon   be   an   end   of  all   doiuinicn  and   justice.  Thei-e   must    be   some 

adventitious   pi-operties    infused   into   the   ^-overranent    to   give    it    en- 
ergy  and   spirit, or   the   selfish,    turbulent   passions   of  men   can  never 
be   controlled.        This  has   occasionod   that   ai'tificial    splendor   and 
dignity   that   are   to   be   found   in  the   courts    of  many  nations.        The 
people   of   tlie   United   States   raay  probably   be    induced   to  regard   and 
obey   the   lav/s  '.without   requiring   the   exj)eri..ient    of   courts   and   tilled 
monarclis.        In  propoi-tion   as  we   become   populous   and  v;oalthy  mtist 
th°   tone    t;f   t.-.c   goverruaent   be   streng-tnened,"     /  •' 

Americans  were    invited   to  distrust    their   fitness    for   sovereign- 
ty,  for   the   experience   of  past   ages   proved   that  '.Yhfnever   the  people 
have   exercised   in   themselves    the   three   pov;ors ,    the  democracy    is 


"udscn '  s   Journalism   in  AmBi'ica  ,p  .  13  . 
rar-.otte    of   t.;e   United   Stat;;s,    I.larcli  ,17'jO, 


ii.unscliately  c!ianf;ed  into  anarchy.   Violent  oratofs  .,;itaLe  the 
laultitude  as  the  winds  toss  the  v;ave3 ,  and  tho  people  acitatod  by 
dotnac^ojues  /..avo  co..i:.iittGd  all  excesses.    Titles  were  uiheld  as  the 
essential  features  of  a  vigoroas  (;overnm-'nt .    The  arguiaent  for 
tiiem  was  simple  and  cogent.    There  are  dirferencas  in  i.ien,  in  tal- 
ent ,  in  wealth,  in  position^   *fowi,' there  should  be  titles  to  des- 
ignate these  differences. 

'Tamilton,  the  pov/erful  patron  of  the  Gazette. was  the  themo  of 
i^s  highest  pane-yric.    "He  is  the  highest  jewel  in  Columbia's 
crown.   As  a  pillar  in  the  Federal  building  he  seems  to  unite  the 
solidity  of  the  Doric  ord^i- ,  the  delicacy  ?.nd  elegance  of  the  Ionic, 
and  th?  tcvifering  beauty  of  the  Corinthian."    In  i-eturn  for  this 
subserviency,  Penno ,  as  ':-re   shall  presently  see,  moi'ely  demanded 
cash. 

It  was  to  furnish  an  antidote  to  tho  aristocratic  and  raonarcii- 
ical  sentiments  of  Fera'iO '  s  paper  that  Freneaii's  Ilatio^^l^  Gazette' 
was  established,  and  the  more  we  knovT  of  the  Gazette  of  tlie  United 
States,  the  aui'or  we— ar^  that  an  antidote  was  needed.   Tho  colvunns 
of  I'orino's  paper  read  like  those  of  a  journal  of  the  court  of  St. 
.■^arnes.   A^^ara,?raph^  oi*  trro  v:ill  illustrate:   "The  principal  ladies 
of  the  city  have  with  tho  earliest  attention  and  respect  paid  t'-.eir 
devoirs  to  the  amiable  consort  of  our  beloved  president,  namely, 
the  Lady  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governoi- ,  Lady  Stirlin-,  Lady  I.Iary 
■^/atts,  Lad-  JCitty  Duer ,  La  r.larchioness  de  Brehain,  the  ladies  of  the 
Most  "'oriorable  .'a-.  Lay  ton,  the  I.iust  Honorable  Ivir .  Dalton,t  ie  Mayer- 


edJ,  I.irs.  Livin  ;stori  of  Clciv.iorit ,  Lad;/  Temple,  ;..au.:iu  cle  la  l''ore3l, 
;.;rs.  Houston,  ;.;rs.  GriiTin,  the  Iviiss  ];ayards  and  a  {^r-j-.U  m-unbcr  of 
other  resji-^ctable  charactn^s ." 

Again:    "'.Ve  ai'G  ini'orined  that  the  P/esident,  His  Excollancy, 
tlie  Vice-President,  His  Excellency,  the  Gov.rnor  of  this  State,  and 
many  other  j-ersona^jes  vrill  bo  i)resen..  at  the  theati-c;  this  evenint^." 
Asain:    "The  ;.iost  Honorable  Jvlorrls  and  Lady  attended  the  thea- 
ter last  eveninj^;." 

Such  I'oyal  gibberish  as  this  could  not  bo  reasoned  v/ith  and 
Freneau  did  nov,  attempt  to  i-eason  with  it,   ffiut  he  drove  it  out  of 
Penno's  pap->r  and  out  of  the  United  States.   He  caused  it  to  be 
laughed  at,  and  it  could  not  ■s-feartd-^tl^at-.   A  little  bit  of  horse- 
•  like  the  following  v/as  fai"  more  affective  than  any  airioiont  of 
abstrac  .ion  could  have  been: — The  writei-,  in  ima  ination  goes  ahead 
cf  tiue  ten  years  and  gives  a  pi^i^ye  of  ne'. 


.'s  for  the  year  1801— J/V'^^. 


"On  Monday  lust  arrived  in  this  city  in  perfect  health.  His  Ivlost 
Serene  Highness  the  Protector  of  the  United  States,  who  on  Wedne  s- 
day  next  v;ill  reviov;  the  regular  troops  which  compose  the  g;:rrison. 
*"  Yesterday  came  in  before  the  circuit  courtof  the  Protector^  thr 
trial  of  James  Barefoot,  laborer,  for  carelessly  treading  on  the 
great  toe  of  i.  y  Lord  Ohio.    The  defendant  was  found  guilty,  but  as  |  ( 
the  offense  appeared  quite  accidental^ and  his  lordship  had  already 
Inflicted  on  hi..i  fifty  lashes,  the  coiu't  fined  him  only  100  2  U'^^iils 
-tnd  ordered  hiia  to  be  imprison -d  six  months.    Considering  the 
blood  and  rank  of  the  prosecutor ,  the  huiaanity  oi'  t!ie  sentence  cm 


not  be  too  higlily  ^xtolled.  Hij  loruship's  toe  is  in  a  fair  vray 
of  recovery,  althoush  o:ie  of  his  physicians  thinks  the  ..ail  is  in 
dancer . " 

"Yejtcrday  was  capitally  convicted  by  a  majority  of  the  jui'jr 
John  Misprision , for  high  treason, for  lying  v/ith  the  mistre-ss  of  the  p^ 
Protector's  second  son,  the  duke  of  Krie.    Gi-eat  efforts  '.vill  be 
made  to  obtain  a  pardon,  but  it  is  feared  that  the  enormity  of  th^ 
offense,  with  a  suspicion  of  its  beir.g  the  third  or  fourth  time  he 
has  taken  this  liberty  v;ith  his  Grace,  vrill   prevent  theii-  desired 
effect." 

"Suriday  last,  being  the  birthday  of  the  Protector's  la>.ly  ,v/a3 
celebrated  in  this  city  with  becoming  attention.   No  divine  ser- 
vice was  performed.    The  levee  of  her  Hir;hness  was  remarliably  crovw^ 
ed.    She  looked  ui'iconimonly  cheerful  considering  it  is  the  ninth 
month  of  her  pregnancy.    Tn  the  evening  the  theatre  was  unusually 
brilliant  in  expectation  of  her  TTighness's  company,  who  for  the 
reason  just  mentioned  was  obligea  to  forego  the  pleasure." 

"It  is  said  that  Lady  Champlaine,  a  maid  of  iaonor  to  her  '■i.-jh- 
ness  the  Protectcress ,  has  haa  an  intrigue  with  the  Duchess  of  Pvye's 
footman." 

"To  remedy  t!ie  inconveniences  attending  the  election  on  the 
deatla  of  every  protector,  a  bill  v;ill  be  brouyht  in  at  the  next 
sesaiori  o ;'  Congress,  to  make  the  office  hereditary,  and  to  increase 


J  aruiual  revenue  from  five  hundred  tliousand  to  on'.;  million  of 
^.dial's.    It  is  certainl:;  imi'osalble  for  his  TTifjhness  to  su]ii)ort 
-'■-^  diipiity  of  his  high  station  u])on  his  present  small  allovrance." 

"  The  hereditary  council  v/ill  moot  in  the  future  at  the  nev;  ixLiCS 
in  Philadelphia.    Tliis  superb  edifice  cost  the  moderate  sum  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  ten  cents  and  five  i.iills,  which  exceodG'.i 
the  calculations  of  the  fii-st  lord  of  the  Treasury  only  by  tv/o  dol- 
lars, three  cents  and  one  mill." 

"Afev;  cop-,  es  of  tho  act  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  press  ija^y 
be  had  at  this  office." 

.Monarchy  was  not  the  only  thing  the  Ka>ionaJ  Gazette  abhorred. 
Preneau^as  i.  life  long  democrat  and  consistent  whig  detested  t':eau-o, 
principles  of  the  federal  pai-ty  and  there  v^as  no  love  in  his  heart 
for  its  leader,  Alexander  Hamilton.    Hamilton  was  therefore  singl  'd 
out  and  made  the  principal  target  for  the  ant i -federal  ai-rows  that 
sped  from  Freneau's  bow.    It  was  upon  the  appearance  of  Hamilturi's 
report  on  manufactui-es  that  l^Venoau  s  career  as  a  publicist  be j^^ . 
The  Secretary  of  .Treasin-y  announced  the  startling  doctrine  that  it 
was  the  unquestionable  meaning  of  tho  constitution  that  Qongress 
has  power  to  provide  for  any  objec^  that  concerned  the  general  wel- 
fare.   The  phrase  "general  welfare"  h^  contended  'as  susceptible 
neither  of  specification  nor  of  definicion.   Every  object  v/hich  i 
its  operations  extends  throughout  the  union  concei-ns  the  genei-al 

Ifaro  and  it  was  left  to  tho  discretion  of  the  national  Legisla- 
tui'e  to  decide  what  shall  bo  regart-led  as  concei-ning  the  general  wel- 


fare.    T'le  .^ecrctartt  eritortainotl  no  doubto  tliat  whatevei*  concerned 
jtgs^ftjji;:,  agriCLilfDU'e ,  manufac  luring;,  or  conirnerce  v/as  within  th::; 
sphere  of  the  action  of  the  National  Governiuent . 

Freneau,  as  a  champion  of  strict  construction,  swooped  dovn'i 
upon  th.:  doctrine  of  "implied  power"  with  savage  talons.   "Is  Lher'5'; 
the  Gazette  asks,  "ariy   object  for  which  money  is  not  necessary,  or 
any  object  for  whicii  mon-^y  may  not  be  applied  and  brou^^ht  under  tho 
object  of  congress?    Under  such  a  construction  of  tiie  pov/er  of  con- 
gress, what  is  to  become  of  the  \7ord  constitut ion::l?    "nothing 
henceforth  would  bo  unconstitutional.    It  would  be  the  easiest 
th'-ny  in  the  world  to  conceive  that  religion  is  a  matter  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare;   and  then  an  ecclesiastical  establishment  supported 
overnnient  would  quickly  follow.    Besides,  such  a  doctrine 
knocks  down  every  boundary  worth  contending  for  between  tlie  gener- 
al government  and  the  state  government.   This  doctrine  of  non-spec- 
ification and  non-limitation  of  the  pov/er  of  the  constitution  was 
subversive  of  liberty."   The  Secretary  is  charged  with  bad  f^ith 
in  attempting  to  promulgate  such  ideas.   He  is  reminded  that  wher. 
he  urged  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  he  taught  the  people  tha. 
usurpation  of  power  was  not  to  be  apprehended;   that  construction 
by  implication  was  impossible,  that  the  states  hau  nothing  to  fear. 
JIow,  by  a  little  refinement  in  politics  ^and  by  the  legerdemain  of 
fiscal  operations,  he  ras  about  to  do  all  that  he  had  promised  would 
not  and  could  not  be  done.   The  fa.ding  scheme,  the  bardc  scheme. 


ffiv«^tLn;v».aje  i^LO/^MCtjL^  ^^  "i  t. 


ican  freedom. 

Hamilton  was  unfitted  b;-  nature  to  brook  opposition,  and  he 
:..et  t;:e  opposition  of  Preneau  in  a  most  unfortun.te  mamv^r.  Ai 
first  he  left  his  defense  in  the  hands  of  his  editor  Fenno,  but 
Fenno  v;:^.s  a  heavy  fellov;  and  could  do  little  but  rave.  He  shod 
fredr^ — h-i-a  invective  against  'WwSje- who  would  dare  criticize  a  meas- 
ure of  ij;overrir..ent .  The  N^^iona  1  Ga z e t t^e  ,  he  said  was  the  vehicle 
of  party  spleen  and  the  opponent  of  the  principles  of  order,  virtue 

'i/ 

and  relici-on,*-^  its  editor  \ia.s   a  "\7retch"  ,  "a  spaniel", "a  fawning 
parasite"  ,  "a  black-gu:-.rd"  ,  "a  grumblei"or:ian"  ,  "a  crack  brain"  ,  "a 
Bedlamite",  " :.  jackal  of  moboci'acy"  ,  "a  salarriander"  .    Preneau 
reprinted  in  his  ov/n  paper  these  courtly  epithets,  and  kept  calm. 
A  few  lines  of  doggerel  was  all  the  reply  he  would  vouchsafe  to 
his  enraged  adversary. 

Since  the  day  I  attempted  to  print  a  gazette 

This   Shylock— -ip^oherikin  does   nothing  but    fret; 

Kow  preaching  and  screeching,  then  nibbling  and  scribbling 

Remarking  and  barking  and  v;hining  ami.  pining 

And  still  in  a  pet. 
Pi'OM  morning  'till  right  -jiih  r:iy  hiy.ible  gL,zctte. 

Instead  of  whole  columris  our  page  to  abuse, 
Your  readers  would  i-ather  be  treated  with  n:ws; 


.-azetto  of  the  United  States, Aug.  2,  IVUI 


While  wai's  are  a-brewin;'; ,  and  kinccloras  undoinc, 
'Vhile  nionarchs  ..re  ralliii^;,  and  princosjee  squallin,";, 
While  France  is  reforming,  and  Ii-ishnen  storming;— 
In  a  glare  of  such  splendor,  what  folly  to  fret 
At  so  humble  a  thing  as  a  poet's  Gazette. 

One  Printer  foi-  Con-'^ress  (sone  think)  is  Gnou£:h 
Tc  flatter  and  lie,  to  palaver  and  pi-'^f, 
To  preach  up  in  favoi*  cf  monarchs  and  titles, 
And  garters  and  ribbands  to  prey  on  our  vitals. 
To  criticize  government  and  f^over-nors  seemed  to  him^peri'ectly 
lecitiiaate  act  and  he  exercised  this  right  v/ithcut  any  great  purtur- 
bations  of  conscience.   A  squib  from  his  paper  furnishes  the  basis 
of  a  philosophy  for  the  freedom  of  pressl 

"Free  goverriment  in  any  country  naturally  urges  by  imporcepii- 
ble  advances  to  tyrariny,  unless  corrected  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
people.    Nothing  but  the  perpetual  jealousy  of  the  governed  has 
ever  been  found  effectiial  against  the  machind.tion  of  ambition. 
When  this  jealousy  does  net  exist  in  some  reasonable  degree  the 
sa  die  is  soon  placed  uj.'on  the  backs  of  the  people  and  occu])ied  by 
a  succession  of  tyrants.    There  never  v;as  a  goverranent  that  had 
not  its  flatterers  v/hose  inc^^^  of  adulation  is  always  in  readi- 
ness to  be  offered  at  the  shrine  of  power,  and  whose  abilities  are 
prostituted  to  cover  t  e  abuse  of  office.   Monarcliies  it  is  well 
krio-,7n  ov;e  no  small  share  of  th.eir  disability  to  such  support. 


je^^cJ^iT. 
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Republics  ou.-ht  to  be  above  it.  T^]^,,,-— '     ^ 

But  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  Preneau  abused  the  liberty  of 
the  pr-^GS.   The  National  Gazette  was  not  a  scurrilous  or  libelous 
sheet.    It  has  an  unsavory  reputation  In  history,  but  we  shall  sec 
before  v;e  geji;:^]*^©!^^]! ,  that  it  does  not  deserve  such  a  reputation, 
that  scurrility  and  slander  are  not  a  feature  of  its  pages.    It 
was  called  atheistical  and  subversive  of  religion  and  morals,  not 
because  it  denied  the  existence  of  God  or  attacked  religion,  for  it 
let  such  subjects  severely  alone,  but  because  it  advocated  democrat- 
ic principles.    In  those  days  if  a  man  was  a  democrat  he  was  an 
atheist,  and  that  w-s  all  there  was  to  it.   Compared  v/'ith  the 
Daily  Advert isei',  a  republican  contemporary,  oi-  v/ith  Penno's  paper, 
the  National  Gazette  was  a  mild  and  decent  sheet.   The  re:ir  and 
hatred  that  it  won  for  itself  arose  from  the  ability  with  v^hich  it 
was  edited.    It  was  supported  by  the  best  talent  of  the  age.   Hugh 
Brackeni-idge  ,  Preneau' s  class-mate  at  college  ana  collreague-  i^  -p<^t- 
_r^c^  :&eaf  eminent  as  a  jurist  ,  sympathized  v;ith  the  aims  of  the  paper 


and  contributed  lar^';ely  to  its  success  by  writing  foi 


r    its  columns  .^>~!^ 


^lIationa-1  Gazette,  1791. 

'^rackenridge ,  Prancis  Hopkinson,  and  Pi-'eneau,  are  admitted  by  crit- 
ics to  be  the  three  greatest  American  prose  writors  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.   3'  au_^^-Aia^^  Vo-^in^-a  ^^y^^LSi^   k^    civ_fi/VT3^  rfc^L^c^  »C  ^ 


James  i.lauison  vfor^ca    lor  it,  talked  for  it,  ana  v/rot   lor  itT \je;- 

ferson  could  not  havr;  been  more  interested  in  it  if  his  jvolitical 
life  had  depended  upon  its  success.   He  4^  always  v/ritin^;  about 
it  to  liis  friends,  callin-:  attention  to  its  merits,  and  drujnining  up 
subscribers  and  subscriptions.    He  kept  i'^raneau  supplied  with  for- 
eigri  newspapers, and  tlius  enabled  him  to  make  his  paper  the  source 
of  the  fullest  information  respecting  the  mighty  moveinents  and  tri- 
umphs of  democracy  in  Europe.    Ey  good  management  -wjw^i  the  part  c:.' 
the  editor  and  his  frienus,  the  paper  prospered  and  became  the  po/- 
er  it  was  sought  to  make  it.    In  I.Iay ,  1792,  Froneau  published  the 
following  card  in  his  paper:   Uiward  of  six  months  being  ^lapsed 
since  the  publication  of  this  paper^ and  the  subscriptions  having 
succeeded  beyond  the  editor's  i.iost  sanguine  expectations,  he  nov; 
begs  leave  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  a  publication  which  he  trusts  will  at  all  times  be  round 
truly  republican  in  its  principles  and  tendency. 

Ph-iH:p~J^veneau7^ 
L  SO<rUai-kef  St. 


I  used  occasionally  to  thr*ow  in  an  article  with  a  view  chiefly  to 
contrast  the  monai'c}:iical  spirit  which  c!:aractoi-izoi>  Fenno's  p-apei 
Lanuall's  "Life  of  Jefferson",  vol.  TI.,  p. 74. 


p 


The  c::ief  business  of  ihe  Ja^^^tte  was  to  dosti-o;;  Hamiltcn,  tli. 
on^>  mar.  in  v;!iom  the  hopes  of  tho  federalists  lay.    That  the  Secro- 
tai-y  of  ^Treasury  v;as  the  head  ami  front  of  the  federal  party  was 
clearly  rGco:;nized  by  Jefferson.   "Hamilton  is  really  a  colossus 
to  the  ant  1 -republicans"  ,  he  writes  to  Madison.    "'Vithout  numbei's 
he  is  a  host  within  himself.    Wlion  he  comes  for-.7ard  thoro  is  no- 
body but  yourself  who  can  meet  him.    For  God's  sake  take  up  your 
pen  and  (-ivo   him  a  fundamental  reply  .^1-^  Preneau^after  the  marinor 

editors  e;enerally^dia  not  concern  himself  deeply  about  "funda- 
mental replies".   His  plan  was  to  render  Hamilton  and  his  scheme^ 

ous  and  unpopular.   Every  utterance,  every  rept^rt ,  every   recom- 
:  -;dation  of  the  Secretary  was  construed  as  having  but  one  ultimate 

.—  the  overt'irovr  of  the  constitution  and  the  establishment  of  a 
:;.Gnarch;".    His  funding;  system,  his  national  barJc ,  his  excise  la;v, 
his  love  of  titles,  his  advocacy  of  a  jjerpetual  public  debt,  his 
loose-construction  notions,  were  all  of  the  same  cloth.    If  you 
warit  rules  for  the  conversion  of  a  limited  republic  into  an  abso- 
lute monarchy,  said  Freneau  here  they  are: 

1.  Get  rid  of  constitutional  shackles. 

2.  Confer  titles  of  rank.    Tf  the  principal  mar^istrate  should  be 
particularly  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  take  advantage  of 
that  afcfortimate  circumstance. 

15.  If  the  principal  macistrate  is  averse  to  titles,  persever-  in 
indoctrinatin,;  the  peopDe  v^ith  the  idea.    fime  will  ^ain  it  respect 
4.  Harp  incessantly  uia  r,  the  dani:ers  of  the  mob. 


efferson's  ■.Voi-ks  .vol .  TV.  .  p.  122. 
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b.   Let  th^?  ,;reat  nostiaun  bo  a  perpetual  public  debt.    1 1'  a  debt 

is  not  at  hand  assume  one,  and  then  svr^ll  it  and  stretch  it  in  evoi.. 

possible  way. 

C.    Intej'est    the   le^yislators    in  speculation  and   apsculators    in  lec- 

islation, 

7.  Establish  an  incorporated  bank  by  which  those  who  are  to  inhei-it  j/ 
the  kincdcia  that  is  preparirig  for  them  may  be  enriched. 

8,  Ari-Ot~ate  all  po\7er  to  tho  fienei-al  ^^overriment  under  the  phase 
" general  welfare". 

9.  Secure  a  rich  manufacturing  class  by  making  laws  in  their  inter- 
ests . 

10,  Create  a  standing  army. 
11. Take  England  as  a  model. 

'■anilton's  doctrine  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blessing 
.. ..o  resisted  by  the  national  Gazette  with  bull-dog  ferocity. 
"Erutus",  who  fulminated  foi*  months  against  the  funding  system  ably 
,  pointed  these  charges: 

1.  J^ziJthe  fimdinf-  systeml/  threv,'  §50iD00^00  into  the  hands  of  the 
wealthy. 

2.  It  combined  ihe  money  interest  with  the  monopoly  of  the  national 
Bank. 

.  By  its  excise  and  impost  offsprings  it  sv;allowed  up  by  future 

.  ..lents  the  last  resource  of  the  countr;:". 
4.  Tho  certificate  of  indebtednoss  foil  into  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors and  foi-ei.ners . 


Xrl 


5.  It  had  clivei'teci  cai  ital  I'roi.i  its  propei-  cliarineli:  ari..  tamed  it 
into  speculation. 

6.  It  created  an  immense  bod:;  of  revenue  officials  froi.i  the  Secre- 

I  tai'y  do;vn  to  the  tide-  waiter,  all  bound  to-gether  by  common  inter- 
ests . 

The  editors  compassion  was  deeply  laoved  for  the  soldier!  of 
the  revolution  who  had  been  paid  by  certii'icates  of  indebtedness 
which  had  passed  out  of  his  hands  at  a  discount  into  the  handj  of 
speculators,  and  v;hich  by  Hamilton's  law  Irad  appreciated  tc  several 
tines  their  value.    The  themo  caused  the  editor  to  drop  into  rhyme. 
Public  debts  are  public  curses 
I- 1  soldiei-s '  hands'  thoi-e  nothin":  vrorse  is  I 
In  speculator's  hands  increasing, 
A   ublic  debt's  a  public  blessing./ 
Jonathan  Pin.:ar,  who  is  Philip  i'Yeneau^in  disguise,  appears 
before  Hamilton  and  other  maf;nates  as  candidate  for  the  position 
of  poet-laureate.    To  fui'ther  his  chances  of  appointment  he  promis- 
to  sweai'  — 

The  nation's  debt's  a  blessing  vast, 
Vrhich  far  and  wide  its  general  influence  sheds, 
From  whence  ^actolian  streams  descend  so  fast. 
On  their—  id  est— the  si  eculati.i''*s  hcauj; 

That  to  increase  t'nis  blessing  and  entail 
L/  To  future  time  its  influence  benign. 


■^ 


^.N*^ 


IJew  loans  from  foroif^n  nations  cannot  fail 
While  standinf;  arnaos  clinch  the  j^rand  dssicn. 

That  taxes  are  no  burthen  to  the  rich, 

That  tliey  alone  to  labor  drive  V.\e   poor  — 

The  lazy  rogues  v/ould  neither  plov;  nor  ditch, 

Unless  to  keep  the  sheriff  froui  the  door, 
Freneau  was  a  mastei*  of  irony  and  hs  frequently  subjected  Ham- 
ilton's sensitive  nerves  t(;  this  species  of  v/il.    The  follov/ing 
piece  is  a  sample  of  the  fine  satire  that  was  constantly  dii-ectcd 
agains..  the  federalists  and  their  chief!   Aa-w«  r-act- ity-ste,  ixariily 
kncv;  -wh-tliei'  W8.--are  reading  the.  Atiaanasian  creed  or .  one  cf -flauil- 
ton'^s  articles  in  the  Federalist: 

A  Hew  Political  Creed, 
"'hoevei-  would  live  peaceably  in  Philadelphia,  above  all  things  ■ 
it  is  necessary  that  he  hold  the  federal  faith  and  the  federal  faith  I 
is  this,  that  thei-e  are  two  governing  powers  in  this  couritr^  ,  both   J. 
equal  and  yet  one  superior;   which  faith  unless  one  kee]j  und'^filed- 
ly  without  doabt  he  shall  be  abused  everlastingly.    The  Briton  is 
superior  to  the  American  and  the  American  is  superior  to  the  Eritoii, 
and  yet  they  are  equal  and  the  Briton  shall  govern  the  American. 
The  Briton  while  here  is  commanded  to  obey  the  American  and 
} et  the  American  ou,  ht  to  obey  the  Briton;   and  yet  they  ought  not 
both  to  be  obedient.    For  there  is  one  dominion  nonunal  of  the  Am  h 
ican  and  another  dominion  real  of  the  Bi'iton.   Arid  y?t  there  are 


i    i. 


not  t'.vo  dominions  but  only  oi'ie  dominion. 

The  American  v;as  created  rov    the   Briton  and  thT  Briton  for  tlT^ 
American,  and  yet  the  American  sh  ill  be  a  ulave  to  ths  Briton  and 
the  Briton  tlie  tyrant  of  the  American. 

The  Britons  are  of  three  denominations,  and  yet  only  of  one 
soul,  nature,  and  subsistance:   The  Irishman  of  infinite  im^udenc  ; 
the  Scotchman  of  cunning  most  inscrutable;   and  tlie  Englishman  of 
impertinence  alto-^ether  insupportable. 

For  the  ti'ue  faith  is  that  :ve  believe  and  confess  that  the 
goverrini-'nt  is  fallible,  and  infallible:   Fallible  in  its  republican 
nature;  and  infallible  in  its  monarciiical  tendency;   errin^^  in  its 
state  individuality  and  unerrin^;  in  its  federal  coraplexity .    So 
that  it  is  both  fallible  and  infalliblej  yet  it  is  not  tv/ain  but  one 
goverrunent  only,  as  huvin^  consolidated  all  state  douiiniun  in  order 
to  rule  ".vith  sivay  uncontrolled.    This  is  the  true  federal  faith^ 

ich  except  a  man  believe  ar.d  pi-aciice  faitjifully,  beyond  all  doubt 
he  shall  oe  cur sea  perpetually. 

Sucli  readin^j  gHi  ^rT^^a.  was  exceedirii^ly  painful  to  a  prouvi  and 
highly  organized  natui'e  like  Hamilton's.    Fenno  defended  the  Sec- 
retary as  best  he  could,  but  Fenno  v/as  n-.  match  for  Fi^eneau.    The 
National  Gazette  continued  to  pour^its  meffective  broadsides  until 


■'amilton'o  patience  gave  v;ay  and  he  determined  to  break  a  lance  in 
his  o'.7n  behalf.   Freneau,^he  affected  to  despise.   In  tlie  editor 
and  clerk  who  met  his  eyes  aaily  in  the  office  of  goverrjnent.  he 
saw  only  the  servile  instrument  of  Tliomas  Jefferson.   V/ithout 


evidence  and  without  reason  he  cherished  tli?  notion  that  the  Nation- 
al  Gazette  had  been  Ootabliahed  by  the  Secrettn^y  of  State,  and  that 
it  was  supported  and  directed  by  him,  and  that  Freneau  was  a  man  ol' 
straw.   With  51  vision  blurred  and  his  facts  all  tanf-iled,  Hamilton 
ruslied  into  print  with  an  attack  upon  JeiT-rson.    The  ch:istiseraGnt_, 
of  course, had  to  be  administered  over  Pren^e^'s  shoulders.    In 
July  1792,  there  appeared  in  Fenno's  Gazette  tiie  following  communi- 
cation: 
Mr ,  2''3nno , 

The  editor  of  the  National  Gazette  receives  a  salary  from  il^. 
the  goverru.ient .    Quaere:   Whether  this  salary  is  paid  for  transla- 
tions or  for  publications  the  design  of  which  is  to  villify  those 
to  whom  the  voice  of  the  people  has  committed  the  administrat ion  of 
our  public  affairs,— to  oppose  the  measures  of  goverranent  and  by 
false  insinuation  to  disturb  the  public  peace? 

In  common  life  it  is  thought  ungrateful  for  a  man  to  bito  the  hand 
that  puts  bread  in  his  mouth,  but  if  the  man  is  hired  to  do  it,  tii' 
case  is  altered. 

T.  L. 
"T.  L."  was  Alexander  Hamilton.    Preneau  paid  but  little  at- 
tention to  the  squib,  doubtless  because  lie  did  not  suspeot  its  high 
authority.   He  re-printed  it  in  his  papor  and  saiu  it  \'ra.s    beneath 
notice,  and  propourided  this  query  by  way  of  retort:   "V^-iether  a  man 
who  r-ceivos  a  small  stipend  for  services  rendered  as  French  Trans- 
lator tc  the  doi);rtment  of  state  and  .^s  editor  of  a  frcs  nev;spaper 


admits  into  his  publicatiun  iniiv.rtial  sti'ictures  on  the  pfocejdincs 
of  the  {-ovorrunent ,  is  not  ;aore  likely  to  act  an  honest  and  disinter- 
ested part  toward  the  public  than  a  vile  sycophant  '.vho ,  obtaining 
emoluments  from  the  covernment  far  more  lucrative  than  th  ;  salary 
alluded  to,  finds  his  interest  in  attempting  to  poison  the  mind  of 
the  people  by  propagating  and  disseminating  principles  and  senti- 
ments utt3rly  subversive  of  the  true  interests  of  i.he  country  and 
by  flattering  and  rej/coniiaending  every  and  any  measui'o  of  jovsmiu^t, 
hc^evor  pei'nicious  and  destructive  its  tendency  might  be  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people?"    The  v/orld  is  than  called  upon  to  judge 
betv/een  the  motives  of  Preneau  and  those  of  Ponno .   .'- 

The  v^orld  pi-obably  took  very  little  interest  in  the  motives  of 
eitherof  the  editors,  yet  it  did  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
names  that  were  soon  involved  in  the  controversy  that  ensued.   A 
struggle  between  Hamilton  and  Jefferson  was  fraught  with  issues  of 
the  most  profound  significance.    The  ti'iiunph  of  Hamilton  meant  con- 
servatism and  the  riile  of  the  classes  in  Americii;   the  triumph  of 
Jefferson  meant  radicalism  and  the  rule  of  the  masses.     To  bo  pre- 
cise and  just/vve  may  say  that  Hamiltonism  meant  a  strong  central 
goverrunont  administoi-ed  in  the  English  spirit,  v/hile  Jeffersonism 
meant  a  light  and  easy  central  government  that  would  resjiond  read- 
ily to  the  will  of  the  populace.    Both  Jefferson  and  Hamilton 
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honestly  -yished  to  avoid  a  quari-ol  ,  yet  a  conflict  between  tlioi.i  vraa 
inevitable.    Hamilton  by  a  few  inopi)ortune  sti'ok^s  of  the   pen  in  a 
moment  oT  iri-itat  ion  precipitatad  the  contest.    In  reply  to  Fre- 
neau's  retort  he  wrote  for  Fenno's  paper,  over  the  signature  "An 
American",  a  lettjr  that  made  peace  no  lon^^er  possible, 

Mr,  Froneau  he  said  in  this  letter— thirLkin^^  and  cai'inc  notn- 
ing  about  Freneau— IJr .  Frenoau  should  not  escape  with  the  plea  that 
his  hostili':y  toward  the  measures  of  goverrjnent  v;as  only  a  mark  of 
independence  and  disinterestedness.    The  ••/hole  truth  in  rerrard  to 
the  National  Gazette  should  be  known.    That  truth  for  the  enlighten 
ment  of  the  -^orld  and  the  discomfiture  of  Jeffei'son  is  then  set 
forth  in  these  parasi'aphs: 

■^"^   "I.ir.  Freneau,  before  he  came  to  Philadelphia,  was  employed  by 
Childc  and  Swaine,  printers  of  the  Daily  Advertiser,  in  I!ev;  York, 
in  the  capacity  of  editor  or  superintendent.   A  paper  more  devoced 
to  the  vie-.'is  of  a  certain  party,  of  which  Mr.  Jefferson  is  the  head 
than  any  to  be  fo-ond  in  this  city  v/as  wanted,   I.Ir.  Freneau  v;as 
thought  a  fit  instrioment;  a  negotiation  v/as  opened  with  him  which  ^ 
ended  in  the  establishment  of  the  National  Gazette  linder  his  direc- 
tion, 

"Mr.  Freneau  came  here  .it  once  editor  of  the  National  Gazette 
and  clerk  for  foi'eign  languages  in  the  department  of  Mi-,  Jefferson, 
Secretary  of  State;    an  expei-iment  somewhat  nev;  in  the  tnatint;  of 
political  manoeuvi-es  in  this  country;   a  newspaper  instituted  by  a 
public  offien-  ana  the  editor  of  it  i-egularly  pensioned  with  the 


public  i.ioncy  in  the  uisi)osal  of  tiiat  ofTicei-,  an  '^xami>le  v/incii  cc^ld 
not  have  been  set  by  the  haad  of  any  othor  department  v^ithout  hav-- 
int:  lonf^  since  been  riin;,^  through  the  United  States.   Qiy  the  Mat  ion- 
al  Gazette  jof  coursaj 

"Mr,  Freneau  is  not^then,  as  he  v/ould  liave  it  supposed,  the 
independent  editor  of  a  newspaper  viho   thou:;h  receiving  a  salary  f:*o. 
the  government  has  fii-niness  enough  to  expi-ess  its  maladninistration; 
he  is  the  faithful  and  devoted  servant  of  tiie  head  of  a  party  from 


W'lose  hands  he  receives  the  boon.    The  -.vhole  complexion  of  this 
paper  exhitits  a  decisive  iritern:il  evidence  of  the  influence  of 
that  patronage  under  which  he  acts.   Whether  the  dervices  rondrred 
are  equivalent  to  the  compensation  lie  receives  is  best  knov^n  to  his 
employer  and  himself;   there  is  ho-'.Tever,  some  room  for  doubt.    It 
is  well  known  that  his  employer  is  himself  v/ell  acquainted  with 
tiie  French  lant:uage ,  the  only  one  of  which  Mr.  Freneau  is  the  trana- 
lator  ana  it  may  be  a  question  how  often  his  aid  is  necessary. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  too,  that  a  man  acquainted  with  but 
one  language,  engaged  in  an  occupation  which  it  may  be  presu;aed 
demanus  his  whole  attention-  the  editor  of  a  newspaper — should  b" 
the  pe;-son  selected  .is  t^.e  clerk  for  foreign  lai-:gua,:es  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  United  States  for  foreign  affairs.    Could  no  per- 
son be  found  acquainted  with  more  than  one  foreign  language?  and 
who  in  so  conf idential^trust  could  have  beon  regularly  attached  to, 
in  the  constant  employ  of  the  dei-artment  and  immediately  under  the 


7  ^ 


eye  of  tiie  he.icl  of 

Hamilton  then  turns  from  Proneau  to  Jefi'orson  and  hauls  that 
gentleirian  over  the  coals  for  divers  i)olitical  iniquities.   At  the 
time  of  Hamilton's  attack,  Jeffei-son  wa^  dcam  in  Vir^^inia  desijnin^ 
geometrical  wheel i)arrov;s  and  mould-boards  vpLeast  resistance.    He 
does  not  seem  to  have  entered  into  the  melee  but  w:is  content  to  lot 
Freneau  and  Hamilton  fij^ht  it  out  for  themselves.   Man/  v;rii;ors 
i-ushed  to  his  def-ns-;,  but  his  ov/ri  hand  v;as  stayed,  and  the  hand  oi" 
Froneau  even  is  not  apparent  in  the  replies  to  Ha::iiltcn's  attack. 
Moreover  the  champions  of  Jefferson  had  thei.-  jiisjs^s  printed  not  in 
the  National  Gazette  but  in  the  Dai,ly  Advertiser  of  Philadelphir^. 

If  the  reader  has  recalled  the  facts  connected  v/itii  Fr'eneau's 
coming  to  Philadelphia  he  v;ill  have  seen  that  Hamilton's  charges 
were  nothing  more  than  assumptions.    These  charges  Freneau-met 
in  a  characteristic  v;ay.   He  v;ent  before  the  Liayor  of  Philadelpriiaa 
and  duly  sworo;^   "That  no  negotiation  ^•;as  ever  opened  with  hir.-i  by 
Thomas  Jeff arson,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  establishment  or  insti- 
tution of  the  National  Ga::ette;   that  the  deponent's  coming  ~o  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  as  a  publisher  of  a  nev;spaper  v;as  at  no  time 
urged,  advised  or  influenced  by  the  above  officer,  but  that  it  v/as 
his  own  voluntary  act;   that  th«  Gazette  or  the  Editor  thereof  was 
never  directed,  controlled  or  attempted  to  be  influenced  in  any 


f 

^Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Au, ;.  17'J2, 


iTiann^r  either  by  the  Secretary  or  any  of  his  friends;   that  not  a 
line  was  ever  directly  or  indirectly  'jritten,  uictated  or  coi:ir;osed 
for  it  by  that  officer,  but  that  the  editor  had  consulted  his  own 
judgement  alone  in  the  conducting  of  it  —  free .  unfettered  and  un in- 
fluenced. ^JX 

This  solcr.iri  and  explicit  denial  by  .;  man  whose  chai-acter  was 
above  reprciich  would  have  caused  a  less  pertinaceous  and  a  more 
sa{;acious  man  than  Hamilton  to  lTa;ve  1ft  the  matter  drop.    But  his 
feelings  now  had  the  whip  hand  of  his  judgnment  and  he  could  not 

stop.    He  rushed  further  into  the  blind  encounter.    Me  now  came 
forward  with  the  insinuation  that  Preneau  had  sv;orn  tL  .,  lip.    Thi: 
he  s4«d ,  would  be  just  what  a  pensioned  tool  would  do.    How,  he 
would  like  to  know-v/as  I.ir .  Frenoau  ablo  to  swear  that  I.lr.  Jefferson 
never  wrote  a  line  for  his  paper.    Mo  euitor  who  does  not  himself 
write  evei-y  line  for  his  paper  can  make  any  sucli  affirmation  as 
that.    Facts  were  against  Air.  Pi-eneau.    He  then  opens  his  artil- 
lery of  facts: 

"It  is  a  fact,  Mr.  Fi^eneau,  uhat  ycu  receive  a  salai-y  as  clerk 
for  foi-ei;';n  languages  .-.nci  yet  you  can  translate  but  one  langua,;e." 

"It  is  a  fact  that  you  left  New  York  to  becoiir^!  the  editor  of 
the  National  (jazette." 
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"It  is  a  fact  that  ytur  apiiointtaenl  v/as  antececi-nt  to  tJie  com- 
.•nencerripnt  of  your  paper."  J,. 

"It.  is  a  fact  that  All'.  J'^fferson  was  in  the  urTg^i:^  ojiposecl  tO' 
tlie  const  it  Lit  icn." 

"It  is  a  fact  that  that  officer  ai'i-ai  ;n3  tho  principal  meas- 
ures of  {:;overriiiient ." 

"From  these  facts  the    inferences  which  are  to  be  drawn  are  ir- 
resistible.   If  you  h-id  previously  been  the  conductor  of  a  nev;s- 
paper  in  this  city—  if  your  appointment  h--id  been  any  considerable 
time  subsequent  to  the  institution  of  youi-  paper,  there  liii^ht  havr- 
been  some  rGc:n  fcr  subterfu^ye.    But  as  maiters  stand  yc  u  have  no 
possible  escape." 

"It  makes  nc  diff  erenco.  i  ir ,  Freneau,  whether  thei-e  vras  a  pre- 
liminary negotiation  or  rict;   ther*  are  many  facts  tc  presuppose 
that  such  a  ne^-otiation  did  occur,  and  these  facts  will  be  brought- 
out,  sir,  if  scruples  of  familu  connection  or  the  dread  of  party 
resentment  do  not  forbid.   And  the  evidence  adduced  will  be  incon- 
testible.    Any  honest  man  must  conclude  that  the  relations  that 
s  bsist  bet'.veen  you  and  Mr.  Jofferson  are  indelicate,  unfit^and  sus- 
picious.   Your  apology  that  the  meagre  compensation  provided  ren- 
ders it  necessary  for  ti:c  ti-_-.iislctcr  tc  eng:.£jp  in  ocu.e  other  occu- 
pation is  inadmissible,  for  a  competent  clerk  co  ild  have  been  e:.i- 
plr^c'.  at  a  full  salary,  and  if  his  v;ork  as  a  tranjlatoi*  diu  not 
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uccupy  all  hi-o  tiuie,  he  couIll  h.ave  usou  .n :  a  surplus  time  at  atJii 
ether  kind  oi"  v.'c.rk  in  the  ciepart.aent .    Tf  thero  had  beon  diffic^li. 
in  rindirit;  such  ..  man,  undcubtedli' ,  you. the  editoi*  oT  a  ne',Tspapor 
shoulu  net  have  b(?ei-i  selected,  and  the  fact  that  you  were  selected 
is  a  proof  ci"  sinister  aesi^-;n.»j[.    The  fact  that  youi*  predcceasoi" , 
i.ir.  Pintaru,  receiveu  but  two  liundreu  and  fifty  dollars  a  year  and 
was  a  ne-7spape>-  man  is  not  to  the  point;   the  emiilt  yinent  of  that     ^ 
gentleman  v;as  a  natui--i.l  cons-quenc^  of  a  particular  situjiticn. 
These  strictures  involve  you  iar.  Preneau,  but  it  is  confessed  that 
tliey  are  aimed  at  a  character  of  greater  importance  in  the  cuirunui'ii- 

Nothing  could  be  more  flimsy  and  illogical  than  the  above,  and 
it  is  sti'ance  that  an  intellect  like  T^amilton's  should  Have  pjjC^Siwi- 
^^  in  such  a  v/ay.    Tt  v/as  due  doubtless  to  the  fact  that  he  httd 
begun  the  controvers-'  in  a  mental  fo^r  and  cculu  not  find  his  way 
out.    He  had  f^ot  i>4-s  cart  before  h*«  horse.    On  Aug. 11^"  1792, 
he  rr.ade  the  charge  that  Madison  had  conducted  an  un'vorthy  negotia- 
tion  with  Freneau^and  tsn  aays  after  '.vrote  to  El  ias  Bouuinot  for  an 
authentication  of  the  charge.    "Tf  T  recollsct  i-ight"  ,  Hamilton 
says  to  Boudinot ,  "you  told  me,  that  this^  if  necessai'v,  ciju1>,  be    ^^- 
done;  and  if  practicable  it  is  of  real  impoi'tance  tliat  it  should  be 
aone .    Tt  will  confound  and  put  dov/n  .i  man  v/ho  is  conLinually 
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machinating';  a^iainst  public  iiajj^inGL;^ .   (iU.l  rVeneau  but  Jefforaon 
ia  meant . ) 

You  will  oblif^e  me  in  the  most  pai'ticular  manner  by  obtaining 
and  l"ci-v;aruinc  tc  me  '-vithout  delay  tlio  i)articulara  uf  al]  the  steps 
taken  by  Mr.  i.iauison—  t!ie  when  and  tie  where— with  thf^  liberty  to 
use  the  name  of  the  ini'or.nant .    ^'is  affidavit  to  the  facts,  if  ob- 
tainable would  be  cf  infinite  value." 

But  be'iolul  "the  v/hen  and  tlie  v^hore"  and  the  "affiaavit  of  in- 
ite  value",  tc  r.ieet  ^.reneau's  afi'idavit  did  not  materialize. 
Boudinot  infcrms  hiin  that  there  is  no  direct  evidence  of  a  ne.^otia- 
tion  available;  that  the  gent  eman  upon  7;hoi;i  he  relied  for  inform- 
ation was  more  attached  tc  Freneau  than  he  had  supposed  and  would 
say  nothing;  that  there  was  nothing  but  hearsay  upon  which  to  base 
the  charge,  although  he  (Boudinot)  would  do  all  he  f;ould_j.Q-  ret 
together  some  evidence  .Tl/Tramil ton  also  wrote  to;  Jonathan  Dayton  fc 


"the  when  and  the  where"  of  the  alleged  negotiation,  but  that  gent] 
man  ^althou,;h  desirous  of  frustratin,,  the  desi-ns  of  a  particular 
party,  covild  not  comp]  y  v/ith  his  request. 

Freneau  called  for  the  proof  that  v/as  jji-omised,  declining;  lo 
anjwer  ch-rges  of  a  personal  natui-e  unless  they  were  s^.i  ported  by 
the  declarations  of  persons.    But  i-roof  there  was  none,  and  TTamil- 
ton  was  driven  to  the  miserable  confession  "tliat  the  secret  inden- 
tions o-'  men  being  in  the  i-epositor  ies  of  theii*  own  bi-easts  it  rar 
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ly  happ'^ns   and    is    thoi-eTorn   not    to    be   exp  -cted   that   euroct    u..      ,  o.. 
itive   proof   of    the.'i   can   bo   auu.iced.    -,  Presiuapt  ive    facts   and   circ-jn- 


stancea  nrast   affoi-d    the    evidenc-^."    .^ 


After    tliis   ^iraceless    .icl:rLC"'leci,;eiiient    that   his   chai%:e3   a^;ainst 

Vreneau  were  v;iihoat   proof,   Harailton  •ssfit    the^ 'editor   jAi-tue   and  ap- 

^  "^  ^ 

plied  his  bad  names  to  Jeff  n-ji.n  <B^irect .   -^^irs  brinj^ing  tPrencau  in- 

.is  quari-el  was  niost  unfoi-tLtnate  to  l^j^  cause  and  iBlir  reputatic  n. 
He  stood  before  the  ccuriti-y  convicted  of  an  unv/arran. ed  atteinpt  to 
injure  an  innocent  private  citizen  in  oi-der  that  he  mif^ht  puniol-.  a 
political  enemy.   And  the  country  did  not  for^-jive  him.  "p^ 

^"TIo  lost  soniethli'it:"  ,  ^ays  Pai-ton,  "v^hicl'i  is  of  no  value  to  an 
a  u;:y::iou3  Y/riter  in  a  providential  canipai,,n,  but  is  of  imraonse  value 
t'  H  i-.iblic  man — WEIGHT. "    'lis  query  in  Fenno's  paper  call  in.;  in 

jtion  Freneau's  honor  was  the  bee-inning;  of  his  political  dcvrn- 
fall .    Besides,  viewed  froi.i  the  standpoint  of  private  .iiorality, 
Hamilton's  attack  upon  Pi^eneau  was  very  low,  for  he  was  hiraself  do- 
precisely  v;hat  he  accused  Jefferson  of  doing.    He  v.'as  support- 
ing a  partizan  paper  by  means  of  the  patronage  of  his  department. 
Freneau  did  not  fail  to  bring  out  the  fact  that  Fenno  was  exclusive 
printer  to  the  treasury  department, and  that  his  emoluments  in  that 
direction  were  t-wenty  five  hundred  dollars  per  annuni.-^  And  candid 
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liistoiv  brin^^^;s  out  another  fact  still  more  daina/^  Lnj: ,  to  witj   that 
3''enno  v;as  at  times  the  direct  beneficiary  oi'  Hamilton's  pi'ivate 
purse.    Not  Ion;-  after  the  attack  upon  the  editor  of  the  national 
Gazette ,  Fenno  v.^rote  tc'  Hamilton  stating;  that  he  v;as  in  financial 
straits  and  that  if  the  hand  of  benevol  :nco  and  patriotism  were  not 
speedily  extended  to  him  his  career  as  a  printer  would  be  ovqv !Z.^.^ 

ilton  upon  the  receipt  of  t!ie  letter  wrote  to  his  friend  Rufas 
Kinc  as  follovrs: 
L^ear  Sir: 

Inclosed  is  a  lettei-  just  received  i'rom  i-oor  Fenno.    It 
speaks  for. itself. 

If  you  can  without  delay  raise  1000  dollars  in  Ilev;  York,  I  will 
endeavor  to  I'aise  another  thousand  at  Philadelphia.    If  tliis  cannot 
be  dono  we  must  lose  his  services  and  h.e  will  be  the  victii.i  of  his 
hon  St  public  spirit . 

Youi's  truly, 

A.    Hamilton. 
"Poor   Fenno"    continued   to   publish  his   Gazette,   sx)^  it    is    tolor- 
ably   certain   that    the   "hand   of   benevolence   and  patriotism"   was   ex- 
tended.       4;«--VLCUider_Ha£iy^ti2rL_-Sty.t&t.imes--re^}^^ 
_jnaj::Jts-"tcra'ssist   him   in   expressing  Jila—hojfr or   i^^>i'— trh« — tnrnoi'alit^    uf 
t^**— rrrtn'tTon   that    existed   between   Freneau  -and-  J y ffo v strrt \    \    '. 
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^  condciousnoss      oi"   iruuicence   and  a   stubborn  nature?   prevent    a 
.reneau   f)-ciri  ofl'erinf:  an   elabcrate   defense   utjainst  T^aiailtcn's 

charg<='S .         His    bio,;raiJli'^r    thereTore    is   not    callnci   upon    to   dwell 
lore  upcn  his   exculpation.        As  v,'o  have   seen,    Jeff  ex-son  kept    out 
of  tho  viittss-        His   name   as   fai*  as   j-ossible  was  kept    out   of   ihe  I|a- 


,tional   Ga::ette.        He  was   attackeu   in  l-'enno's   paper   and  defended    i. 
the  QgJ.ly  American  Advertiser .    a   paper  'fe4*t   v/as  ^violent    in   its   re- 
publicanism as   Frencau's   paper.         Tn   one   of   the   articles    in   the 
Advertiser    in  behalf   of  Jeffei'sori   is    tlie   follo.viru-   incidental   de- 
fenso   of  Fi'eneau: 

^   :■ .   Fi-eneau  has    the   follov/irii^  7/ell   authenr,  icated   claiia  for    uhe 
office   of  Translator.        A   native   of   the  Middle   Stat-vj,   he  had   been 
liberally   educated  at   Pi-inceton.        To   an  accurate   knov;led^;e   and  a 
-;"ined   tadte    in  the  En-;lish  lant^ua--;e,   he  had  added  a   similar   ac- 
..    .rei.ient    in   the   French,    the   nation  with  v;hom  v/e  have   the  most    in- 
,  timate' relations   and  whose   langua^je  has   become    in  a   j^reat   measure 
'  throughout   Eiu-ope   the    --eneral   meuiiun  of  political   negotiation. 
i'hrou,;;h  life  his  morals  were  v;ithout    bleiiiish  and  his    conduct    in   th  • 
j-evolution  was    that    of  a   sound  whig  and  republican.        Perhaps   his 
sufferings   as   a   prisoner   of  v/c-.r  may  have    excited  additional   sym- 
patliy    in  his   favor.    Qri    the  matter   of  getting  an   appointment  7) 
To  v/hat    trait    in  his    character,    to  what   defect    iri   his    qualification 
does    "Amei'ican"    r'a/ailtonl    object?        To   !iis   occuj.ation?      and   if   so, 

to   occuj^ations   general    or   to  iirinLing   in  particulai-?        The   low   rate 
A 

of  pay  made    it   necessary   to   get    one   ei-igaged    in   s0i;ie   other   business. 
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Tg  prinLirir  less  honorable,  less  benericial  \.u   mankind  than  all 
ot'iers?   Does  "Ainericdn"  couk^  furv/ard  to  traaiico  it  and  lessen  .t? 
Vain  and  tiriv/orthy  effoi-ti   '.Vhether  he  had  already  set  up  a  press 
01-  v/as  about  to  sei  up  one,— for  "American"  j'"  iv,.ve  it  eithei-  v;ay— 
is  a  matter  of  indifference.    He  could  not  take  the  clerkship  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  press.    The  objectic^n  in  the  point  of  influence, 
if  the  charactn^s  in  question  v;ere  capable  of  it,  is  scarcely  ',7ort;-i„. 

of  notice.    The  office  was  c-eated  by  law  and  a  salary  attached 
to  it.     If  the  person  appointed  pei-forrns  these  duties,  what  other 
claim  can  the  principal  have  upon  him?   De^^'aded  inde<?d  \70uld  be 
the  condition  of  a  freeman,  if  an  api^ointment  to  an  office  cai-ried 
with  it  low  subservience  to  the  Superior.    It  is  treasonable  to 
infer  that  any  such  subservience  exists  betv/een  a  superior  and  his 
subordinate  and  a  ^^reat  injustice  has  been  done  both  Jeffei'son  and 
Freneau  by  ''Americari'''i ''  _J 

'.Ve  cannot  let  the  TIamilton-  Freneau—  Je/'ferson  quarrel  drop 
withcut  fjivirij;  Jefferson's  version  of  the  affair.    Washin;^t(-n  had 
called  his  two  secretaries  to  task  for  their  bickerin^TS  and  implor- 
ed them  in  the  name  of  the  country  to  cease  from  their  strife.    -M* 
r^JHy  Jefferson  ansv^orfe'j^t^  length ,  the  char^^e  that  lie  had  set  up  th 
Nj^tional^  Gazette  and  that  Freneau  was  his  hirelin,f;: 

"?fhilo  the  {government  was   at  liew  York  I  was  applied  to  <..n 
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behalf  oi"  l-'reneau  to  know  if  tliere  was  any  i:lacG  williin  iny  depart- 
ment to  ?rhLch  he  could  be  ai'i)ointed.    I  answered  thei*e  wei-e  bui 
foul-  clerkshiiis ,  all  of  which  I  i'ound  full  and  continued  without 
any  change.   TVhen  we  removed  ti-  Philadelphia,  III*.  Pintard,  the  tran 
latin^  clerk  |did  not  choose  to  rtnaove  with  us.    His  office  then 
became  vacant.    I  was  a<;ain  applied  to  there  for  Fren"au  and  had 
no  hesitation  t<.'  i)rornise  the  clerkship  to  him.    T  cannot  recollect 
whether  it  was  at  the  same  time  oi*  af  tex*v;ards ,  that  T  v/aa  told  'le 
had  a  thouj'^ht  of  setLinr  up  a  pap'Sif,.   ^^t  whether  tlien  or  aftsr- 
wards ,  T  considered  it  a   circumstance  of  some  value,  as  it  mi^^ht 
enable  i.ie  to  do  what  I  had  lon^^  vrished  to  have  done,  that  is  to 
have  the  material  parts  of  the  LeydeyGazette  brou£;ht  under  your  ey  ) , 
and  triat  of  the  public,  in  ordei*  to  posess  yourself  and  them  of  a 
just^ir  view  of  the  affairs  of  Eui'ope ,  than  coulu  be  obtained  fro::-, 
any  other  public  soui-ce.   This  T  had  ineffoctually  attempted 

through  the  press  of  Mr.  FenntJ ,   wh^le  in  I'Ie\7  York,  selectinc;  aii.. 
translating:  passa.f^es  myself  at  first,  then  havin?-^  it  done  by  Ivir . 
Pintard^ the  translating  clerk,  but  they  found  their  way  too  slowly 
into  Fenrio's  paper.   Mr.  Cache  essayed  it  for  m^^  in  Philadelphia 
but  his  beinr  a  daily  papei-  did  not  circulate  sufficiently  in  (^her 
states.   Ho  even  tried, at  my  rsquest,  the  plan  of  a  weekly  paper 


^e  cannot  -gather  from  the  correspondence  v/hether  it  was  before  or 
af  ter-.vards .    The  offer  was  made  iiay,1701.   A  letter  l"rom  Madison 
May^,  1701, reads  as  if  Jeffei-S' n  was  -iware  of  Fren-Mu's  intention. 


JQti-9 


itfi'ii 


/ 

of  recapitulation  fro;:i  his  daily  papei* ,  on  hopes  it  rni^^ht  /^i  i  ito 
the  other  States,  but  in  this^too,  we  fjiileu.    Fi-eneau  as  translat- 
ing clei'k  and  the  jn-intei*  of  a  periodical  paper  likely  to  circulate 
throuf^h  ihe  st.ites  (uniting  in  one  ijerson  t.he  parts  of  Pi}-itai"d  :.:.u. 

enno)  revived  ray  hoi»es  that  t;:ey  could  at  length  be  affected.    'n 
the  establishiiwnt  of  his  paper,  therefoi-e ,  I  furnished  him  with  the 
I.eyden  Gazettes  with  an  exp'ressioii  of  ..ly  v/ish  that  he  could  always 
ti'anslate  and  publish  the  niaterial  ii'itelli,  ence  the;;  contained,  and 
(have  continXued  to  furnish  then  from  time  to  time  as  re^-iularly  as  1 
have  I'eceived  them.   iiut__as  any  other  dii-ection  or  any  indication 
of  my  wish  how  his  pi-ess   should  be  conducted,  vrhat  sort  of  intelli- 
gence  he  should  give,  what  essays  encoura.;e,  I  can  protest  in  the 
;  presence  of  Heaven  that  I  never  did  by  myself  or  any  othei* ,  or  in- 
i  directly  sav  a  syllable  nor  attempt  any  kind  of  influence.    I  can 
;  further  protest  in  the  same  awful  presence,  that  I  never  did  by  my- 
self or  any  other,  directly  or  indirectly  wi-ite,  dictate,  or  pro- 
cui'e  any  one  aontence  or  sentiment  to  be  inserted  in  -lis  or  any 
other  f-azette,  to  which  my  name  ".vas  not  affixed  or  that  of  my  office^ 
I  surely  need  not  except  .here  a  thing  so  foi-eign  to  the  present  sub- 
ject as  a  little  paragraph  about  our  Al^;erian  caitLves,  which  I  one 
put  into  Freneau's  paper. 

Frenflau's  pi-oijosition  to  publish  a  paper  having  been  about  the 
time  tliat  the  writin  s  of  Pu:>ltcola  and  the  discourses  oi'  Davillo^ 
had  a  good  deal  exciteu  the  iiublic  attention,  I  took  for  granted 
from  i-'i'eneau'a  character,  which  hid  been  marked  as  that  of  a  goc^d 


v;his,  t?iat  he  woiila  j^ive  free  place  to  pieces  wi'it  en  a^iainst  V.\o 
aristocratical  and  munai'Chical  principles  these  jjapci-s  had  iiicul- 
cated.    This  havin,-';  been  m  my   minu,  it  is  likely  enouch  I  may  havt,' 
expressed  it  iri  convor-sation  with  others,  thoUff:h  T  do  not  recollect 
that  I  did.   To  Freneau  I  think  T  could  not,  because  T  stilJ  h-d 
seen  him  but  once  and  that  was  at  a  i)ublic  table,  at,i)reaJL£^st  aJb 
J.Irs.  Elsworth's,  as  I  passed  through  Mev/  York  the  last  year.   And 
I  can  safely  declare  that  my  expectations  looked  only  to  the  chas- 
tisement of  the  aristoci'at  ical  and  nionai'Chical  -.Tritings,  and  not  to 
any  criticisai  on  ihe   proceedings  of  government.    Colonel  Ilaniilton 
can  see  no  motive  for  any  appointment  but  ihat  of  making  a  conve- 
nient partizan.    But  you,  sii-,  who  have  received  from  me  recohunen- 
dations  of  a  Rittenhouse.  Bai'low ,  paine,  will  believe  that  tal'^nts 
and  science  are  sufficient  motives  -.vith  me  in  appointmen:;s  to  which 
they  are  fitted,  and  that  Preneau  as  a  man  of  genius,  might  find 
a  preference  in  my  eye  to  be  a  translating  clei-k  and  make  a  good 
title  to  the  little  aids  I  could  give  him  as  the  editor  of  a  Gazette 
by  procuring  subscripti(  ns  to  his  papei-  as  T  did  some  before  it  ay- 
peared,  and  as  T  l^ave   done  with  plsasm-e  for  other  men  of  genius. 
Col.  "arailtcn,  alias"  PI  :iin  Facts"  says  that  Preneau' s  salai-y  began 
before  he  resided  in  Philadelphia.    T  do  not  know  what  quibble  he 
ruay  have  in  reserve  on  the  word  "residence"  .   He  may  moar.  to  in- 
clude under  that  idea  tiie  removal  of  his  family;   for  I  believe  he 
removed  himself  before  his  family  did  to  Philadelphia.    But  no  act 
of  mine  gave  coi.iinencement  to  his  salary  before  lie  so  far  took  up 


his  abode  in  PhiladelpJiia  as  to  be  sufficiently  in  readinojj  for 
his  duties  of  his  place.   As  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  l-iis  pa- 
per they  certainly  concer-n  me  not.    He  and  Formo  ar-e  rivals  for 
the  ]iublic  favor.    The  one  courts  thorn  by  flattery,  the  other  by 
censure,  and  I  believe  it  v/ill  be  admitted  that  the  one  has  been  as 
servile  as  the  other  severe.   Mo  goverruaent  ou^^ht  to  be  without 

censors;    and  whei*e  the  press  is  I'l-ee,  no  one  ever  will."-^ - 

This  soleiTD'i  and  semi-official  history  of  the  establishment  of 
the  National  Gazette  •s-quttir'^^- pei'fectly  with  the  facts  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  related  in  these  pages.    It  s^j^uares  with  the  account 

¥. 

given  by  James  Madison,  with  the  sworn  statement  of  Freneau,  and  it 
i.iust  stand  as  true  histoi-y  until  evidence  is  produced  to  shake  it. 
Frenoau  was  the  independent  editor  of  an  independent  paper. 

The  charge  of  p'r.jury  with  which  Hamilton  tried  to  blacken 
-r«neau's  ciiaracter,  aroused  the  resentment  of  the  poet'^e^  broast 


excited  the  editor  to  the  fullest  exercise  of  his  license 


7;ritinr-:s  of  Jefferson,  vol  .VI.,  p. 106—108, 


V 

[''^T/ri tings  of  ;.;a-ij 


gs  of  ;.;a-ison,  vol.  I.,  p. 509—  570. 
l-'erino  continued  to  cast  discredit  upon  Freneau' s  oath.    "Enquirer" 
wanted  to  knoiv  if  Freneau  took  the  oath  reverently,  if  he  kissed  the 
holy  evangel  in  a  pious  manner.    The  coi-resjiundent  suspects  t;iat 
instead  of  kissing  the  i:ible  ho  saluted  with  i-everence  a  copy  of 
^Jefferson's  liotes  on  Virginia".   A  doubtin,';  i-hymesler  thus  deliv- 
erea  himself: 


.  BO     8    U£' 


10] 


If  tl-e  federal is'cu  had  hei-etofore  been  set -ir-^eu  v;lth  -.vhip^,  they 

'.rere  new  scuia'K^d  with  scui'pions.    Every  phaae  of  theii*  policy  was 

assailed  iri  the  National  Gazette  most  bitterly,  most  fearles3ly, 

..  ■  >- — ■'  >  ^   f^ 

^_ 
and  with  persistence  that  v/as  as  relentless  as  fats.    The  senate 

held  its  sessions  wii,:.  closed  doors.    The  Gazette  attacked  these 
doers  '.vith  a  crow-bar.   Appealing  to  Hamilton's  "ciii-eat  beast"-the 
people-it  says: 

"  A  motion  for  opening  the  doors  of  tlie  senate  chanibei-  has  again 
beer,  lost  by  a  cons  idei-able  majority— in  defiance  of  instruction, 
in  doriance  of  .  our  c;pinion,  in  defiance  of  every  principle  v;hich 
gives  security  to  free  men.   Vrhat  means  this  conduct?   Which  ex- 
pression dees  it  carry  strorit'est  with  it,  contempt  for  you  or  tyran- 
ny?  Are  you  freemer.  who  ougi^t  to  kno7/  the  individual  conduct  of 
your  legislators^ or  are  you  a^  inferior  order  of  beings  incapable 
of  comprehending  the  sublimity  of  senatorial  furictions  ,  and  urr.'/orthi 
tc  be  entrusted  with  their  opini(;ns?   How  are  you  tc  know  the  just 
from  the  unjust  steward  when  tliey  are  covered  with  the  mantle  of 
concealment?    Can  there  be  any  question  of  legislative  iiiii^ort  v/hic!- 
freemen  should  not  be  acquainted  with?   ''.rhat  are  you  to  expect 


To  many  a  line  in  humble  prose 
Thy  voice  is  wont  to  swear, 
And  once  to  shame  thy  p.atroA's  i'oes 
Didst  lie  before  the  i.iayorr 
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when  stev.'ax'ds  of  youi-  htusoliold  x-efu3e  to  civo  account  of  tiieir 
stev/ai'aohip?    Secrecy  is  nece^tJiiry  to  d>^sit,ri  and  a  masque  to  ti*eac': 
err  honestly  shrinks  not  from  the  public  eye. 

The  Peers  of  America  disdain  to  be  seen  by  vul.'^ar  eyes,  the 
music  of  theii-  voices  is  harmony  only  for  themselves  and  must  not 
vfbrate  in  the  ravished  ear  of  an  ungrateful  arid  unv;orthy  multitude, 
Is  there  any  congeniality  excepLini:  in  the  administration,  between 
tiie  goverrunent  of  Great  Britain  and  the  goverranent  of  the  United 
States?    The  Senate  supi)oses  there  is^  and  usurps  the  secret  priv- 
ileges of  the  House  of  Loi-ds.    Remember,  m,  fellow  citizens,  tliat  . 
you  are  still  freemen;   let  it  be  impressed  upon  your  minds  that 
you  depend  net  upon  your  representatives  but  that  they  depend  upon 
you,  and  let  this  truth  be  ever  present  to  you,  that  secrecy  in 
your  i-epi-esentatives  is  a  worm  \ihich   will  pi-ey  and  fatten  up'on  the 
vitals  of  youi-  libei':^y ."  ^_,,- 

Freneau  could  be  trusted  to  keep  the  "truth  ever  present"  be- 
fore the  mind  of  the  public^ and  ibt-  little  more  than  a  year  of  agi- 
tation the  doors  of  the  senate  v/ere  opened  to  the  public  and  secre- 
cy no  longer  preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  liberty.   His  hostility  to 
■»■  National  Bank  was  j^tet  as  pronounced,  and— as-fierce  .    To  a  "Truly 
Great  Man  (Washington)  he  addresses  these  lines: 

George,  on  thy  virtues  oftei'i  hav v^  I  dwolt^ 
Aiid  still  the  theme  is  gratefdl  to  mine  ear. 


^V/f  national  Jazet' 


e,  Fe!;.  l«9:i, 


0  boxfai 


Thy  colcl  let    cheiaist.;    ten   times   even  melt 

From  ca'033   arid   base   alloy   they' 1.1    I'inu    it    clear. 

Yet    thou'rt   a  man- althouj;h  i' 'Thai's  ,    the   i'irst, 

But  man  at  best  is  but  a  being  frail; 

And  since  with  error  human  nature's  curat, 

I  marvel  not  that  thou  shoulcist  soi.ietiuos  i'all. 

That  thou  hast  lon^  and  nobly  served  the  state 
The  nation  cv:n3  ,  and  freely  gives  thee  tlianJ.t , 
But,  sir,  whatever  speculators  prite, 
She  gave  thee  not  the  pov;er  to  establish  BAMKS. 
Probably  to  no  other  influence  vms  the  final  downfall  of  the 
National  Bank  more  directly  traceable  than  to  the  hatred  for  it 
'^;iie4;''was  inspired  in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  Ng^tipn^l  Q3.zef^. 
Prensau  v;as  nov;  the  leading  editor  in  America.   He  was  the  oracle 
Tor  all  Aem&ci^Qrt    editors  of  humbl e,, sheet s  .    In  the  south^where 
there^but  few  newspapers,  it  was  the  only  paper  that  had  a  general 
circulation.—^  The  leaders  of  the  republican  party  left  no  stone 
unturnea  to  get  it  among  the  people,  and  the  fifteen  hundred  copies 
of  its  circulation  were  sent  v^hore  they  v/oula  do  the  most  good. 


n  Virginia,  in  1791,  there  were  nine  newspapers;   in  South  Caroli- 
na, throe;   in  '"orth  Carolin;,  two;   and  in  Georia,  two. 

Katiunal  Guzette,  IIov .  IVvl. 


,  9l:|0 


In  ths  small  papoi-s  of  the  coiiritr/  oxti-acts  i'rcia  it  vreve   published 
as  coriiini:;  from  a  sacred  source.    Examino  a  doi.ioci'atic  paper  of  the 
time  and  the  chances  are  ^^Jii^^a-fc-  that  you  will  find  in  it  a  clipping 
from  the  N^t_ijjrial  Ga^zette  and  v/hen  the  e-lipping  is  found,  the  chance 
are  groat  that  it  is  an  attack  upon  the  llational  Bank l^-- Public  ^9*- 
opinion  v/as  in  a  formative  state  when  Preneau  attacked  the  bank 
schemej  and  the  seeds  of  ernaity  to  it  ti*at  he  sov;ed  fructified  in 
its  destruction.  J 


The  strength  of  the  paper,  hov/ever,  is  to  be  found  ir.  its  de- 
J 

mocracy  an.  in  its  »verlast irrg  iiarping  upon  th---  theme  o.'  federal 
enmity  to  republicr.n  goverroiient  and  federal  love  of  monarchy*   -tf 
there  vu^  no^f' a?r  intention  in  the  minds  of  the  fedei-al  leaders  to 
abandon  republican  forms  of  goverrjiient  as  soon  as  expedient,  Freneau 
»  made  the  people  believe  there  was:   and  that  was  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary t>«  the  success  of  democracy. 

Jeff erson,  as  we  shall  see,  could  not  be  induced  even  by  '.Vash- 
ington  to  forsake  Freneau,  and  vi ;   are  not  suj-pi-ised  at  his  loyalty, 

foi*  Freneau  v;as  a  thorough  Jeff ersonian,  and  in  the  Ga^^fiiXXS.  Jeffer- 

7>'-  CO,,,  ,,  ,,,«^ <■'»,%<,  /n^ 
son's  opinions  were  reflected  as  in  a  mirror.   How  ploaain^g— io— t^^e 

»f  the  great  democrat  i*^¥^  the  little  sentiments  from  Paine  and 


5^rie  of  the  charges  against  the  Gazette  was  that  it  v;as  circulated 
in  every  state.    national  Gazette,  r.;arc;i  27,  1792. 


mb  Id 


Rosseau  X^ec^    sparkled   in   the   coltumtu   of   the   uaz^ttej  i    Htiv;   duliclcrag 
4if4€    tliis   iiiorsel   (;f  ai'i   eijitaph   Tor   the    tomb   of  Freneivick   the   Great'. 

Ilei-e   lies   a  king,   his   raortal    j(ury:e;'  cLcre, 

Thi-ou£h   life   a   tyran:;    to  his    fellov;  mn; 

Wlio   bloody  v/r^^atlis    in  blcocly   battljs  vt  n 


Natra-e's   rorst    savt-^.e    sinco   t.hp  voi 


■1.  ..Jet) 


Pow   tba-i-  inline   fggB=_.»i^.ir)ig   must   have   been  wreat::ed   in   smiles  '.vhen 
he   sav;   the   skill  with  which   the   editor   administered  his  weekly  hy- 
perxLer:.»ic   of  dei.iojiracy'.        W44ia-g3i»oa-fr"gaLi5raCCTUU  iiu  iimBi<M».kav e   fol- 
lowed bj-?  0^^^--  tlirinclltii'i   11''  iwirh  iiieroTi  BiH  itihg^Biiff^T "'n^iriiL.iJjJ^Jj;^''' 
Who  are   the  B_est_  Keepers   of   the  Peoples'    Liberties? 
Republica?>'7--  The   people   theiJiselves .        The   sacred   trust    can  be  no- 
where   so   safe   as   in   the  hands   of  t'-.ose  most    interested   in  preserv- 
ing  it. 

Antj^epublican —  [i  .   e"*,  Federal  is  "f} — The  people  are   stupid,    sus- 
picious,   licentious.        TheyScannot   safely   ti'ust   themselves.        V/hen 

"s 

they  have  established  fjoverrimenty^  they  should  think  of  nothing  but 
obedience,  leaving  the  care  of  thei?!>4iberties  to  their  wisei*  rulei-sS^ 
Republican — Altliough  all  men  wei'e  born  ^fcreo  ,  and  all  nations  might 
be  so,  yet  too  true  it  is  tjja't  slavery  has  beTSaa  the  general  lot  of 
the  human  race.    Ignoi;«rrit ,  they  liave  been  cheatecFjt.  asleep,  they 
have  been  surprise^r  divided,  the  yoke  has  been  forcecfc^upon  them. 
But  v;hat  is  the  lesr.on?    That  because  the  people  may  betray  them- 


^ 

^rf 
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'  Vjciti 


solves  they  out^ht  to  (jive  themselves  up,  blindfold,  to  those  who 
have  ar.  intei-est  in  beti-ayinj^  tlieia?   Rather  conclude  that  thepeo- 
ple  ought  to  be  enli^ihtened,  to  be  awakened,  to  be  united;   that 
after  establishing  a  goverriment  they  should  vratch  over  it  as  well 
as  obey  it. 

Anti-Republi'can — You  look  at  the  surface  only,  v/here  errors  float 
instead  of  fathoming  the  depths  where  truths  lie  hid.    It  is  not 
the  govcrrtment  that  is  disposed  to  fly  ofr  from  the  people  but  the 
people  that  are  ever,  read,'  to  riy  off  from  the  goverriinent .    Rathoi- 
say  warn  the  government  to  be  vigilent,  enrich  it  with  influence, 
arm  it  with  forcejand  to -the  people  never  pronounce  but  tv.-o  words. 
Submission  and  Confidence.  \    / 

v 

Republican — The  centrifugal ^tendency  then  is  not  in  the  people 
but  in  the  government,  and  , the  secret  art  lies  in  restraining  the 
tendency  by  augmenting  t^e  attractf-jve  principle  ci'  the  goverriin-nt 
with  all  the  might  that  can  be  added  to  it.    VHiat  a  perversion  oi' 
the  natural  order  o£"  things ,  to  make  I'oAver  thf^  primary  and  central 

pov;er  of  the  socig^  system  and  liberty  but  its  satellite. 

/ 

Ant i -Repubjj. c ?.n-»^-  The  science  of  the  stars  can  never  instruct  you 

in  the  mysterits  of  goverrmient .   Wonderful  a'§  it  may  seem  the  more 
you  uncreasf^*  the  attractive  force  of  power  the  t^ore  you  enlarge  the 


sphere  of  liberty;   the  more  yo,.  make  goverruaent  independent  and 
hostile  tcward  the  people  the  better  security  you  i)rovide  for  then 
rights  ^d  interests.   Hence  t!:o  wisdom  of  the  theory  wjiich  after 
lir.iitirji';  the  share  of  the  people  to  a  \i^u-r/'  of  the  govorriment ,  the 


:XJJ    cX 
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>  on 


/ 
lessening  influence  oi'_  that  shai's.  by- -the  modo'ancT  term  of  dolet^at- 
int:  it  establishes  two  f:;rand  Iiereditary  oi'dei-s  wit  .  foelini^s,  ha-  '' 
bits,  interests  and  pcro^;ativc>s ,  all  tnanifojtly  hostile  to  the     i 
I'ights  and  interests  of  the  people,  yet  by  a  mysterious  opoi-ution 
all  ccnibinin;-  to  foi'tify  the  people  in  both. 

t^publican — Mystei-ious,  indeed,  but  mysteries  belon^inc  to  reli- 
gion not  to  the  jTOverriment ,  to  the  ways  of  the  Almighty  not  to  the 
works  of  man.    And  in  religion  itself  there  is  nothin-*;  mystei-ious 
to  its  author;   the  mystery  lies  in  the  dimness  of  the  human  si^ht. 
So  in  the  institutions  of  man  let  there  be  no  mystery  unless  for 
those  inferior  beings  endowed  v/ith  a  ray  of  light,  perhaps  of  the 
tv.'ilight  vouchsafed  to  the  strict  order  of  tei'restrial  ci-eation. 

Ant i -Republican You  are  destitute  T  pox-ceive  of  evei-y  quality  of 

a  good  citizen  or  rather  of  a  good  subject.  You  have  neither  the  , 
light  of  faith  or  the  spirit  of  obedience.',  I  denourice  you  to  the 
goverrmient  as  an  accomplice  of  atheism  and  anarchy. 
Rej)ubli_can — And  I  forbear  to  denounce  you  to  the  people,  though  a  ' 
blaapheif.Gr'-'  of  thelT  rif^trs»^«ft€l'-.^«R~-a?do?tftt^p-'oY"  ty'i^^^ 

In  January  1793,  "Louis  Capet  lost  his  cai^uf— as  sn^irreverent 
Boston  pap^  put  it^-and  France  v/as  declared  a  republic.   In  May  of 
the  same  year,  citizen  Genet,  the  embassador  of  the  new  republic 
after  ar  ali:icst  tri;.unphal  journey  nort?iward  from  Charleston,  arrived 

li  0  s  t  on  A^rgCTBT-Jan . ,  -1  Ti-L- . 
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in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  amid  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the 


he   populace.   War 


acclninationi  of  feke  populace.   War  had  just  been  declared  by  France 
acainst  En^^land  and  the  -^bulliont  ministei-  was  sent  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  awaken  the  syr;ipathy  and  socuro  the  aid  of  America  in  behalf 
of  France.    Mis  mission  ber;an  with  t}ie  brij^htest  prospect  of  suc- 
cess.  Farmers  and  merchants  offered  him  provisions  at  a  lowei- 
I  rice  than  they  wo:ild  sell  them  to  the  af;ent  of  any  other  nation. 
Six  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour  v/ere  at  his  disposaJb^-^  l^Hien 
he  passed  throu(^h  a  city^enthusiastic  lovers  of  France  crowded  the 
avenues  shouting  for  the  liberty  of  t-ie  nation  that  had  helped  A:::er- 
ica  to  secure  her  ov;n  freedom.   At  Philadelphia  three  thousand 
went  cut  to  "nif  1 '  r^  Ferry  to  meet  the  representative  of  the  sister 
republic;   while  a  counter  demonstration,  gotten  up  by  the  levers  oi 
England,  numbered  barely  three  hundred.    Genet  v^as  banquetted  on 

every  possible  occasion  and  toasted  sometimes  when  Y/ashington  was 

A 

forgotten.   Men  put  on  the  tri-colored  cS^feade,  joined  Jacobin 
clubs,  and  restricted  the  form  of  salutation  to 'c itizen^. 

Citizen  Freneau  was  with  the  French  heart  and  soul.   Tlie 
French  cause  was  dear  to  him  foi-  sentimevital  reasons  as  well  as^o- 
litical,  for  as  DeCLancy  says,  "although  he  belon.ed  to  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  in  America,  he  was  as  thoroug}i  a  Fi-enchman 
as  if  he  had  been  born  under  the  surmy  skies  of  Province  or  had 

^T^aticnal  Gazette,  May,  1797>. 
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;  drawn  liis  first  breath  amid  the  Lordelais  or  beneath  the  lofty  tov/oi 
I  of  an  ancient  chateau  of  historic  mriimi  rlij  '  '"i  tli  the  v/ai'tnth  of  a 
j  Prenchnian  and  the  boldness  of  an  Ainei-ican  he  threw  the  influence  of 

his  paper  upon  tlie  side  of  the  French  party.    The  interests  of  ^ 
-merica  became  in  l-iis  mind  identical  with  the  interests  of  France. 
He  believed  vfith  John  Dickinson  that  if  "France  did  not  succeed  in 
her  contest  every  elective  republic  upon  earth  would  be  annihilated 
and  that  the  American  republic  would  be  eruslied  at  once."   As  be- 
tween France  and  England  it  was  impossible  for  Freneau's  fervid  and 
positive  mind  to  profess  neutrality.    "V^en  of  tv;o  nations  the  one 
has  en^^a^ect herself  in  a  ruinous  \7ar  for  us,  has  spent  her  blood 
and  money  for  us,  has  opened  her  bosom  to  us  in  peace  and  has  re- 
ceived us  on  a  footing  almost  v;ith  hei-  ov;n  citizens,  v/hile  the  othei' 
has  moved  heaven  and  earth  and  hell  to  exterminate  us  in  war,  has 
insulted  us  in  all  her  councils,  in  ^^Sfiii  shut  her  doors  to  us  in 
every  t  ort  v/here  her  intei-est  would  admit  it,  libeled  us  in  foreign 
nations,  endeavored  to  poison  them  against  the  reception  of  our 
most  precious  commodities:   to  place  these  two  nations  on  an  equal 
footing  is  to  give  a  great  deal  more  to  one  than  to  the  other,  if 
the  maxim  be  true  that  to  makr  unequal  quantities  equal  you  must 
add  fiore  to  one  than  to  the  oth  r.   To  say  in  excuse,  tliat  grati- 
tude is  never  to  enter  into  the  notions  of  national  conduct  is  to 

Edward  F.  DeLancy  in  Proceedings  of  the  '\iguenot)r  ^.^  ^  .   • 
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revive  a  pi'inciple  which  has  be^^n  buried  foi-  ceriuuriijs,  wiLii  its 
kindred  princiiiles  of  t  :e  lav/fulnesa  or  assaGsinaticn,  jjerjury  and 
poison.'^—-''  Tliat  is  the  way  the  matter  appeared  to  Jefferson;   Frc- 
neau's  feelin,;s  upon  the  subject  were  still  stronger. 

But  the  president  decided  that  it  wa.,  no  tiiae  for  i.rati tn.de 
and  declared  by  proclamation  that  the  United  States  should  pursue 
an  impartial  course  and  should  grant  nothing  to  Prance  that  was  not 
granted  to  Ene;land  also.   A  storm  of  disapproval  burst  upon  the 
president's  head  when  this  proclamation  was  published.    Of  all  the 
voices  that  were  lifted  up  against  :iis  policy,  none  was  louder  and 
none  '.-.'as  more  distinctly  heard  by  the  president  or  gave  him  more 
discomfiture  tlian  the  voice  of  Preneau.    "Sii-",  said  the  editoi-  to 
the  president,  "Sir,  let  not,  I  beseech  you,  the  opiate  of  sycophan- 
cy,adi.iinistered  by  interested  and  designing  men, lull  you  into  a  fa- 
tal lethai-gy  at  this  awful  moment.    Consider  that  a  fii-st  magis- 
trate in  every  country  is  no  other  than  a  public  servant  whose  con- 
duct  is  to  be  governed  by  the  will  of  the  people."   [ 

Wlien  Genet  had  brought  upon  himself  the  united  opposition  of 
the  adiaini  strati  on  and  had  alienated  laany  of  his  supi^orters  by  his 
high-handed  actions  and  by  his  boast  that  he  v;ould  appeal  from  the 
President  to  the  people,  Preneau  stood  bv  him  and  supported  him  to 
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the  la3t.    "Vniy  all  this  out^cry"  ,  he  said,  "af;ain3t  Mr.  Gonot ,  ."or 
saying  he  would  appeal  to  the  people?    Is  the  president  a  conse- 
crated cliaracter  that  an  appeal  from  hir.i  must  be  considered  crimi- 
nal?  Wliat  is  the  legislature  of  the  union  but  the  people  in  can- 
nres3  assembled?   And  is  it  an  affront  to  appeal  to  them?    The 
minister  of  France,  I  hope,  v/ill  act  with  firrnriess  and  with  spirit. 
T:ie  people  are  his  friends  or  rather  the  friends  of  Prance,  and  he 
rill  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  for  as  yet  the  people  are  sovereign 
in  the  United  States.   To(;  much  complacency  is  an  injury  done  his 
cause,  for  as  every  advantage  is  already  taken  of  France  (not  by  th 

:  people)  further  conde3censi(;n  may  lead  to  further  abuse.    If  one 
of  the  leadin^^  featur^  s  of  our  goverruiient  is  pusillani..iity ,  \Yhe;. 

-  British  lion  shov/s  his  teeth,  let  France  and  her  minister  act 
as  becones  the  dignity  and  justice  of  their  cause  and  the  honor  and 
'■  -,  th^.at  ions_^«^^^^^ 

,  This  was  strong  langviage  and  it  affected  Washington  powei-f ully. 

I  Before  tliis  French  interference  he  ha.^  never  been  crossed  in  his 

■  policy,  and  criticism  v^ent  hard  with  him.   "Ey  God",  he  said  ir:  one 
of  those  passions  that  sor.ietimes  took  possession  of  him,  "By  God 
that  he  had  rather  be  in  his  ;;rave  than  in  his  present  situation. 
That  he  had  ratlior  be  on  his  farm  thari  to  be  made  emperor  of  the 
world;  that  that  rascal  Freneau,  sent  him  three  copies  of  his  paper 
every  day  as  if  he  thought  he  would  become  the  distributor  oi'  his 
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paper;  that  li^e  could  see  notliirii;  in  this  but  an  impudont  dosicn  to 
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insult  him. 


W^^ 


Washincton  was  so  sensitive  ana  I'retful  upon  the  subject  of  Fro- 
'-•^au  that  he  intimated  to  Jefferson  that  it  would  be  a^reoable  to 

■.:.i  if  the  secretary  would  withdrav/  Freneau'3  appointment  as  trans- 
lating clerk.    "But  I  will  not  do  it"  ,  saitl  Jefferson.    "His  papei 
I  has  saved  otir  constitution  ;vhich  was  galloping  fa^t  into  monarchy, 
[  and  has  been  checked  by  no  one  means  so  powerfully  as  by  that  papet. 

It  is  \Yell  and  urtiversally  known  that  it  has  been  that  paper  v;hich 
3  has  checked  the  career  of  the  monocrats  and  the  president  has  not 
with  his  usual  ;];oo<i  sense  looked  upon  the  efforts  and  effects  of 
that  free  press  and  seen  that  though  some  bad  things  have  passed 
through  it  to  the  public,  yet  the  good  have  preponderated  ii:i;-iensol:'" 

Jefrerijon  could  have  discharged  Froneau  but  he  could  not  have 
silenced  him.    The  sturdy  editor  had  taken  up  the  French  cause  for 
its  own  sake  and  without  regard  to  consequences.    His  perfect  inde- 
pendence in  the  management  of  his  paper  is  attested  to  indirectly 
by  Jefferson  in  a  letter  written  to  Madison  ai'ter  Genet  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  more  discreet  republicans.    Speaking  of  CJenet , 
:'x''erson  savs  in  theis  letter:   "He  has  still  some  defenders  in 
Prenoau's  and  Gre-nleaf's  papers.   W:io  they  are  I  do  not  know." 
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This  vfa.s    vritten  aftei"  Jefferson  had.  abancloriL-d  Gonot.    Does  the 
language  imply  subserviency  upon  the  part  of  Prenean?    If  the  Ma- 

'TialGazett^  had  been  under  uhe  control  of  Jefferson  would  it 
:\j.ve   continued  to  support  a  cause  after  its  master  haa  withdriv^n 

3  supi^ort  from  the  cause? 

Besides  beinf;  its  fjreatest  literary  champion,  Freneau  v/as  m 
other  v/ays  a  conspicuous  fic'-n'e  among  the  pi-omoters  of  the  French 
cause.    His  editorial  office  was  a  rendezvous  for  French  syrnjiathi- 
zors;   he  solicited  and  collocxed  funds  to  be  sent  to  France, act- 


ir.^  as  a^'ient  .the  French  Society  of  Patriots  of  Americ:^.— ^"^At  the 
notable  civic  feast  given  in  Philadelphia  in  honor  of  Genet  an  odo 
in  French  was  read,  and  Citizen  Freneau  was  requested  to  translate 
it  into  English.    This  the  poet  did  in  an  uncommonly  careless  and 
'appy  i'ashion. 

Historians  have  the  habit  of  abusing  Freneau  for  the  part  he 
played  in  the  French  incident  and  they  are  especially  severe  vihen  yi^ 
I  they  animadvei-t  upon  his  opposition  to  Waohin;;ton.    It  is  difficult 
to  see  ',7hy  this  habit  has  not  been  laid  aside.   Freneau  as  a  par- 
tizan  of  France  had  for  company  the  greatest  and  wisest  of  tlie  lane, 
patriots  and  statesmen  and  scientists.    The  heart  of  America,  its 
generosity,  its  justice,  its  pride,  its  gratitude  v/ere  all  on  the 
side  of  giving  assistance  to  the  French,   Policy  aloi'ie  dictated 
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neutrality.        I'Yeneau,    kriov/inf;  nothiru^   of   policy,    and   failinr   to 
api'reciate   the  wisdom  of  Washirigton' s    courso,    I'esiated   the   ^overn- 
laent    in   its    effort   for  neutrality.        Waaiiint'iton  as    the  head   of   the 
government    could  not    escape   criticism,    and  Freneau  ditl  not    sjiare 
him.        Yet   Fi-eneau's   part    in   the  v/ide   spread  and   violent   opposition 
to  Washington  has   been   /grossly  misreprosented.        After   r(3ading   the 
story   of   the  Fx-ench   episode   as    it    is   usually   told,    one  would   ex- 
pect   to   find   the_  National   Gazetta   filled  v/ith  scandalous   and  scur- 
rilous  attacks  upon   the  president.        As   a  matter   of   fact   one  will 
find   there  nothing  of   the  kind.        Tiiere  are   some  pretty   sulphurous 
passages   in  that   paper,   and  no  v/ondor.        There  v/ere   blows   to  give 
as  well   as   take.        VHien  Fisher  Ames   spoke   of  those  who   supported  the 

A 

French  cause  "as  salamanders  that  breathed  only  in  fire,  as  toads 

that  sucked  in  no  aliment  from  the  earth  but  its  poison,  as  serpents 

■^  ^ 
that  lurked  in  their  places  the  better  to  concoct  their, venom"  - — 

when  a  federalist  talked  that  way  about  French  de:nocrats,  we  can 

scarcely  expect  the  reply  of  the  democrat  to  be  as  gentle  as  i.hc 

cooing  of  a  dove.   But  the  savage  passages  in  the  Nat.i  onal .  Gaze  1 1  e 

are  not  directed  against.  Washington.    Tlie  most  offensive  paragraph 

that  can  be  found  i:i  Freneau' s  paper  is,  imqnestic  nably ,  one  that 

comments  upon  the  presidents  proclamation  of  neutrality.    It  readcs: 

"I  am  aware,  sir,  that  some  court  satellites  may  have  deceived  you 
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v/ith  respect  to  the  sGntiinent  of  your  follow  citizons.    The  first 
fna^istrate  of  a  country  whethei-  he  be  callc  kinn  or  president  sel- 
dom knows  the  real  state  of  a  nation,  particularly  if  he  be  so  buoy- 
ed up  by  ofl'icial  iinijortance  as  to  think  it  beneatli  his  di^iity  to 
nix  occasionally  with  the  people.    Let  rne  caution  you,  sir,  to  bo- 
\Yare  that  you  do  not  view  the  state  of  t.'ie  public  inina  at  this  ci-it- 
ical  moment  throu^^h  a  x'alicious  iiiediiijn.    Let  not  the  little  buzz 
of  the  aristocratic  few  and  their  contemptible  minions  of  specula- 
tors, tori?s  and  British  emissai'ies,  be  mistaken  for  the  exalted  a'.u 
I  generous  voice  of  the  American  people."    The  ugliest  and  coarsest 
sentence  that  Freneau  published  a^^iainsi.  Washin,:;ton  is  to  be  found 
in  the  paragi^aph  just  quoted.    It  was  ,.iost  certainly  not  written 
by  Freneau,  yet  he  must  be  held  responsible  for  it.   Wlien  it  is 
examined  and  compared  with  other  pasquinades  of  tlie  time  it  must  be 
admitted  that  its  tone  vras   mild  and  decent.   A«fl  It  is^milu  and 
decent  compared  v;ith  editorial  utterances  of  our  own  day, 


utk^ 


liSompare   it    for   instance  -"ith   t h e_Jl&Xi. ww-jrRg'-^oiflw efii»-.^>£-„ a ■  s^ on Bift^ '.v n .t/i v e 
ipapeVs^pon  a  rec  nt   message   of  the   president.        "Hov/   crijjiiTtally 
rash  and   in&ejjsate    in  view   of  all   this   appeared   tJa^T^resident '  s    | 
'  flat-footed  assei-tion  to   con^i^ess    in  h.is  j^ie^sa^:**  of  Dec.o,    that    [ 
:.t   Britian  was   proceeding   inTJ«5;|r?fation   of   the   ri   hts   of  Vene;  ; 
la.        That   he  has   now   to  abapAwi   that    ign^w^nt   and  reckless    conten- 
tion and  meekly  admit  that  he   r-ally   does   not   kno!^j^at    the   rights 
V  of  Venezuela  really  ar\,mi^ke3   iiio    threats   of  war  doubly  cH^^jrace.  -.1 
L    etc-^        I  In  t  ion.    Dec.2o.    I.  '5. 
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Personally  Freneau  shared  the  nenoral  regard  and  reverence  for  Waah- 
ington,  and  he  let  no  ci  i   •    '  ■•  slip  for  paying:  tribute  to  the 
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_  ^'i-io  uoiiri;ij\^»br±d^rT»^  and  p«t-tni|T-lTr-a  -jjoem. 

Washlnjdion  aMon-";  oiIui_sia*e-f-af  f^^.ae 


►    ^ '"the  verses  what   were  v/ritten  by  Freneau  in  v;ashini];ton' s  praise 
would  make  a  comfortable  little  voluine.    Even  when  the  French 
trouble  -.Tas  at  its  height,  he  could  see  the  f^re:^tness  of  the  man, 

b   'f  S " 

^In  June  1795,  v;hen  Washington  was  probably  the  most  unpopular 
man  in  America,  the  po^'t  xalrd-aaido  his  partizanship  asee^   publisho<l 
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Yet  Frenoau  did  not  make  an  idol  of  Washington.    fli.-;  v/orkint^ 
othesis  was  tliat  the  president  v/as  a  inan  aftei-  all,  and  ho  had 
biit  little  patience  v/ltii  those  who  affected  to  see  in  Washincton  a 
cod.    It  was  the  fashion  in  hij^li  fede»-al  circlej  to  twist  every 
ant i -federal  sentinierit  or  movement  into  treason  to  V/ashington. 
"Would  to  God  this  same  Was|iington  were  iii  he:iven"  ,  cried  Senator 
Maclay,  disgusted  with  V/ashington-worship .   "We  rovilu  not  then  have 
him  brought  forward  as  the  constant  cover  to  everj-  unconstitutional 
.  irrepubllcan  act."— ^V/hen  soon  after  Washing-ton  s  death  extrav- 
I  agant  and  even  blasphemous  encomi;u-ns  appeared  from  ever,  quarter, 
>,  Freneau  thus  rebukea  their  i'ulsomeness: 

f^One  holds  you  more  than  moi-tal  kind, 
One  liclds  yo\i  all  et'iei'eal  mini.;, 
T::i3  puts  you  in  ycair  Savioi-'u  seat 
That  Lakes  ycr.  dreadf-al  in  r-^tront , 

One  says  you  are  become  a  star, 
One  makes  yovi  more  respler.dent  far; 
One  sings  that  vriien  to  death  yoii  bovr3d 
Old  mother  nature  shriek-^d  aloud. 

We  grieve  to  see  such  pens  profane 
The  first  of  chiefs,  the  first  of  men; 
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To  V/ashington—  a  man  '.vho  died  — 
Is  "Abba,  fathei-"  ,  well  applied', 

]Ie  v;as  no  god,  ye  flatl.ering  knaves, 
He  "owned  iio  world",  he  ruled  no  v;avos , 
But  — and  exalt  it  if  you  cari— 
He  v/as  the  -pri-ht  TIOl^ST  IvIAN. 
Tn  tne  autiimn  of  1793,  Philadelphia  was  stricken  by  a  deadly 
plague.   A  putrid  yellow  fever  broke  out  in  the  city  and  thousands 
I  of  victims  perished.    Half  of  the  population  fled  into  ihe  country. 

Goverriment  offices  wore  closed  and  business  came  to  a  stand  still. 
I  Tn  the  general  depression  that  accompanied  the  pestilence  Freneau 
suffered  with  others.   His  list  of  talents  did  not  include  a  teut" 
^ent  for  business  and  tlie  finances  of  his  paper  v^ere  badly  managed. 
Subscribers  though  often  uunned  failed  to  remit;   and  it  was  up>.n 
■  bscriptions  that  the  paper  chiefly  depended,  for  the  editor  scru- 
t  .-iousl:,'  refused  to  allov;  advertisements  to  encroach  upon  the  spac- 
allotted  to  reading  matter. 

On  the  26^hof  October,  tho  following  notice  was  insei-ted  in  the 
Gazette: 

"V^ith  the  present  momber  (208)  conclude  tho  second  voliome  and 
second  years^  publication  of  the  National  Gazette.    Having  Just  im- 
ported a  considerable  quantity  of  ne  '  and  elegant  type  from  Europe, 
it  is  the  editors  intention  to  resume  the  publication  in  a  shon 


.e— at  the  openinc  of  the  next  confjross.  *^ 

Please  send  in  subscriptions. 
=^^.^'^"  Printers  oT  newspapers  may  no  longer  send  in  exchange  until 
^•ther  no;  ice. 

About  the  time  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  newspaper,  Jeff-^r- 
jc  ..  resigned  his  office,  and  Preneau  v/as  compelled  to  resign  his 
clerk-ship  in  the  departnent  of  state.    It  is  not  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  a  bankruptcy  wound  up  the  affairs  of  the  Gazette.    The 
;  lov;  fever  may  have  driven  out  Preneau  as  it  drove  out  thousands 
others.    Jefferson  writing  to  Randolv-h  said:   "Pr-eneau's  paper 
discontinued.    I  feai-  it  is  the  want  of  money.    I  v;ish  the  sub- 
J '-i'ibers  in  our  neighborhood  would  send  in  their  money."    In  a  let- 
ter to  '.Vm.  Giles,  Freneau  says:   "Several  unfavorable  circumstances  , 

have  determined  rue  to  a  final  discontinuance  of  the  Mational  Gi;:ette'Jf 

'^•^^^^'—'•-^•-  "   "■  — 

.rocisely  what  the  unfoi-tunato  circumstances  -.TeiM  -.vg  do  not  :ci':<jv; , 

T  ■?€  causes  for  abandoning  the  Gazette  are  suggested  by  thastf"  facts; 

..rtage  in  subscription  money,  the  ];revlence  of  the  yellow  fever, 
and  the  loss  of  goverriment  patronage  and  of  his  clerk-ship  through 
refrerson's  resignation.    Tlae  publication  of  the  paper  was  never 

r.unea.    Preneuu  as  an  editor  had  done  his  v;ork. 
What  was  that  work?   ^?/hat  was  the  mission  of  the  National  Gazette? 


-'^  J-fferson's  V^orks  ,  vol.VT.,  p. 4?, 


^' 


?rom  ari  a«tcoina]*h   lettei'.\-AA^ 
/^^^   l-v<  "-^  .V-H^.--r-  t<.,^  U^ 


'.'.Tiat  Wbs  its  influence  upon  Aii.erican  poii^^o.  z,  r-i- 

•  n  liUnd? 

We  have  considerable  maierial  froiii  wnich  we  lai-y  draw  answers 
to  these  questions,  for  i-olitic  itns  have  eKp^-ossed  theinselves  frt: 
ly  regarding  the  JJs.^^,nal  GazejLle.    For  Hamilton's  oj-inicn  of  th 
per  we  are  prepared:   "As  to  the  c omi  1  e >t i c^n  and  tendency  of  thiat 
Gazette  a  refconce  to  itse]f  is  si^fficient.    No  uan  who  loves  t 
verniuent  or  is  a  friend  to  tranuuilit;'  b^it  must  reprobate  it  as 
an    incendiary  and  re-'nicious  publicot ion'^:"^  Ana  ar^m:   "If  you 
have  seen  soiue  of  the  Ibst  nui..be'''3  of  the  Gazette  you  v/il'     - 
^hat^he  plot  thickens  and  that  scu.etning  very  like  ^  se-. 
iP^n  to  si^bvert  the  governiuent  discloses  itself".    T-  I'^:  .^It  r  s 
ind,  then/ the  Gazette  Was  a  most  dangerous  foe  to  t:.  - 

which  happened  to  be  the  federalist  party. 

The  testimony  of  John  Adii.,s  rsgardin.;:  tl:e  influence  of  Freno 
is  interesting.  "We  Fede'-alists" ,  he  wrote  to  Penjcuuin  Stoddard, 
"a>'e  completely  and  lotblly  routed  and  defeated.  I.  :'->.'n 
blessed  v/ith  common  sense  we  would  not  have  been  overthrown  bv  F-^ 
neau,  Duane,  Callendar  or  tnoir  great  patron  ard  p-ot ector. "^  In 
a  letter  to  Thomas  Jeff erson,/Mci;iS  says:  "What  th^nk  you  of  ter- 
rorism, Ur.    Jefferson?    I  shall  investigate  tr.e  motive,  t:;?  in- 


i? 


^-Hamilt«^'s  Works,  Vol,  VII.,  p.  3:.. 

-K-hn  Adai-.s'  Works,  Vol, VIII.,  i.ri-l 
^John  Adam6'  Works^,  Vol. IX.. 


:•  ...a  :       "Til.    c.    c    6       . 

be   founci    in   the  writings    of  Freneau,   Markoe,    Ned    Church*—  trnd 
"oublosGinQ  nev/spai-er  man.         It   will    be    33en   that   whon  A  ■ 

naius    the  v/rite -s    that   havs    mjui'id   his   i>o]itic&l   rortnnes,    he 

I'.vays   puts   Fr-ineau    at    the   hoaci    of   the   list.        Tr.e   Editu-   oT   the 

Na 1 1  >^ n al    G a z e t la    se-iius    ic   nav-^   lain    like   an    mcuhus   ui-un  his   life. 

Tvr   thi3   year   17'j1    the-"3    is   but    one   enti-y    in  his   diary   and    that    is 

jotting   respectinf?:   the   Ns^t i^mal^azet.te,.         In  witing   to  Trist^. 

i)alton    m   1797  ^    says:      "I   have    ever  believed    in  hi^-    t  .'''•>,.«,  r, '. 

^.''hor,    integrity,    lovo    of   ctunLvy    and    friends,         I   i..-      - -'^'■' 

.at   his   i-atronage    of  Paine    and   Freneau   is    and   has   long   been  a 
.  -urc:    of    inquietude    and    anxiety    to  ine  .^'""^    When    ii    assailed  Wash- 
.:\;;t.i.n,    AdJ^uis    rejoiced,    saying    that    he   hiiiiSilf   had    held    the   post 
libeliee   g-ne'^sl   long   er.ou.^h.        The   follt-wing   ve-^ses   are   a   S::.!..;  1  :• 
of   the  writings   that   Adams   found    su  destructive   of  his   peace. 
TO   A    \V(.ULD-EK   GRJ^AT   L.aN. 
Certat    t  jrp:eiia;iis    toll  ere    honuribus 
Daddy    vice.    Daddy   vice, 
One  ii.ay   se2    iii    a   trice 


^7  John  Adai.is'  Works,  Vol.111 


p.41- 


Jeff 


IT.  , 


The  drift    ot 

As    sure   as    a   yun, 

T 11  ■;    t, h i nj;  w •.. s   just   dune 

To    S'i«ure    you—  a    i>!v:;tty   hi{^i:    stati-n, 


Dei'onses  yon  ci.ll 

Tu   knoci<    dcv.'H   your   wall 
And    shatt-3r   the    STaIF.   to   tne   g-ound,    sir. 

So    tHiCh  v/t;s    your    shot, 

And   hellish   fir*e-hot 
They've    scarce    a   wnole    bone    to    be    found,    si: 


When   you   tell    us    of  kin;;s. 

And    such  i-etty   things, 
Good   Mercy  I    hov/    brilliant    your   pages 

So   b'-ight    in   each  line 

I    vow   nov;   you'l]    shine- 
Like— a  glow  worm  to  all   future   eyes, 

On   Davilla's^page 
Your  T)iscourses    so   sage 
Deiiioc'-it  ical   nuiaskulls   b^ifuzzle 
With   argument s    to'^gh 


11^ 

JaS  '     TiSCc. 


■'of  Davilla— 8    f    --tis-    def-n  i  i--'- 


As  wliite   leather   6r   buff, 

(The  republican  Bull-do^;  to  muzzle). 

V.-.  /• 
?iiiher  Ames    expressed  his   viev/   of   the  National   'Jazette   as   a 

factor  in  politics  in  these  words:   "The  manifestoes  of  th.e  Mation- 
al  Gazette  indicate  a  spirit  of  Jaction  that  must  soon  come  to  a 
crisis.    Every  exertion  is  made  throut:;h  their  (the  republican)  Ga- 
zette to  make  the  people  as  furious  as  themselves  .'X^'^ 

Timothy  Dv/i^^ht  of  Hartford,  "the  ..letropolitan  see  of  Federal- 
ism" ,  upon  reading  the  Gazette  \7as  moved  to  express  himself  thus: 
"Preneau  your  printer,  linguist  etc,  is  I'egarded  ii.ere  as  a  mere  in- 
cendiary  and  his  paper  is  a  public  nuisance. "-'-- 

Oliver  '.Volcott  was  not  quite  so  severe  but  he  hits  the  nail 
pretty  squarely  on  the  head  '.vhen  he  said  that  it  was  the  settled 
purrjose  of  the  National  Gazette  to  destroy  the  popiilarity  cf  the 
leadin;3  meii  of  our  country./ 

Rufus  Kiritj  complainea  that  the  censui-es  of  tlie  National  Gazette 
were  creating  a  dissatisfaction  with  the  goverrjnant  .7"//  ''^  ^ 

Freneau  s  iriends  have  not  left  on  record  as  much  evidence  of 
the  great  influence  of  the  Gazette  as  his  enemies  have  left;   yet 
they  have  not  been  silent.   We  h.ive  already  seen  th^^-  J^  .Larson 
estimated  the  Gazette  as  being  one  of  the  strongest  influences  in 


;.er  Ames'  Works,  vol.!.,  p.  128. 

s'    V/ashington's   and  Adams '    administration,    vol.1.,    p. 109. 

■-  L   . 
:,•   pefe-rerre^. 

^  ?'• 

--fre  'and  Correspondence   of  Rufus  King. 


Aiiiericaii  irli.ti.co.    Tn  lii.3  juut,.~iiiont ,  it  wao  tiie  Gazotte  tiiao  saved 
the  United  States  from  drifting  into  monarchy.    The  c^eat  democrat 
watched  the  paper  '.vith  an  anxious  eye  and  its  success  broufjht  him 
tlie  hitjhest  satisfaction.    "Preneau's  paper",  he  wrote  to  a  friend, 
"is  ;;ettinG  into  Massachusetts  under  the  patronage  of  Hancock  and 
Sai:iuel  Ad-.;.;o ,  and  Mr.  Amos  the  collossus  of  the  i.-ionocrats ,  will 

ither  be  left  out  or  have  a  hard  vvcci.        The  people  of  that  state 
are  republican,  but  hitherto  they  have  hoard  notiiin^  but  the  hymns 
and  lauds  of  Fenno."  - 

James  Madison  was  also  gratified  at  the  work   .  his  old  friend 
was  doing  in  the  cause  of  democracy.    "Freneau's  paper",  he  said, 
"justifies  the  expectations  of  his  friends  and  merits  the  diffusive 
circulation  they  have  endeavored  to  procure  it.V. ' 

Prom  the  comtemporaries  of  the  Hatioria.1  Gazette .  we  may  glean 
some  matter  that  will  enable  us  to  form  a  judgement  as  to  the  part 
it  playec.  in  the  propoi^anda  of  democratic  doctrine.    In  the  un- 
friendly  Connecticut  Crai&etirwe  find  t-Ja^aa-  ^3^i>v»s:   "From  the  Hat  ion - 
Gazette  '.vhence  in  streams  pure  and  si.iokin^^  like  a  drain  from  a 


whiskey  distillery  it  is  conveyed  to  reservoirs  established  in  eve. 


part  of  the  community, 


f/i.iaais< 

Connecticut    O  a-«-^^  t.^-^, 


'Jefferson's  Works,    vol. ITT.,    p.4'Jl 
on's  Works,   vol. IV.,    p. 543, 


^  / 

In  tlie  friendly  Iridependprtt  Clironicj^^  oi'  Buatun/.ve  reud: 
"As  the  friends  oi  civil  liberty  wish  at  all  time  to  be  acquainted 
with  every  question  winch  appears  to  regard  the  public  woaJ  ,  a  c^^eat 
-  --.bor  cf  jentlemen  in  this  and  neighboring  tovrns  have  subscribed 
:   I.Ir.  Freneau  s  Ma  t  i  ona  1,  Ga z  e  1 1  e  . " 

The  I Ig lif a x^ jJ o^ir naj.  of  North  Carolina  explains  the  defeat  of 
.  Adams  in  that  state  to  t"ne  d  iscussion  of  his  career  in  the 
columns  of  Freneau' s  paper.    Th3  ^uthjCaroliria  Gazette  vms  so  en- 
raged by  Preneau's  op])osition  to  the  measures  of  goverrunent ,  that 
[  it  called  for  his  puriislitnent . 

These  utterances  oT  friends  and  foes  ought  to  give  us  a  pjiotty 
coi-rect  notion  of  Preneau's  place  in  the  history  of  olu*  politics. 
r  They  teach  us  that  he  was  hated  and  feared  as  the  greatest  editor 
of  the  democratic  party.   His  paper  was  published  in  the  seed  time 
of  democracy  in  America.    The  soil  of  party  politics  was  virgin  ano 

Freneau  so^ed  \7ith  a  lavish  hand.    To  the  federalist  mind  it  secm- 

i  .  ,        •    ' 

\   ed  that  the  seeds  he  was  sov/ing  ?;er9  dragon  s'  teeth  that  v;oula  on° 

t  day  spring  up  as  giants  and  destroy  society  and  goverriment  ,__5 
Society  and  goverrunent  were  not  injured  by  the  principles  advocated 
by  the  editor,  but  the  federalist  party  v;as . 

The  part  Freneau  played  in  the  making  of  democratic  sentiment 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 


0 

oston  Independent  Chronicle,  1793, 


1.  He  v;aG  tlie  ablest  cliaiiipion  of  what  id  kno-.vn  :^3  " Jef i'orsonian  sirn- 
ci',".    The  war  he  wa^^eu  u])ou  titles,  distinctions,  and  court- 
like c9re:nonies  was  successful  and  decisive, 

2.  Through  his  h**  paper  the  stron{;;03t  opicj^ition  to  Hamilton's 
centralizing  schemes  found  expression.    If  Preneau  hau  not  early 
c'-.eckeci  Fenno ,  it  iriay  be  that  loose  construction  would  have  ruri  >»- 

with  the  constitution, 

3.  Freneau's  paper  did  much  to  (-ive  a  French  coloring-  to  our  polit- 
ical pliilosophy.    The  doctrines  of  liberty,  fraternity,  equality, 
of  equal  rights  to  all  anu  special  privilege  to  none^v/as  ^onwelcorne 
to  many  American  minds  in  Freneau' s  day,  yet  this  was  the  keynote 
of  all  l-'reneau's  writin^^s.    The  editor  of  the  National  Gazette  was 
the  schoolmaster  who  drilled  Jeff ersomian  or  French  Democracy  into 
the  minds  -  v/illing  or  unwilling— of  the  American  people. 

Freneau's  place  in  the  history  of  joui-nalism  is  distinct  and 

eminent.   He  is  the  prototype  of  the  partizan  editor.^  ivi   the 

Anxt,^'~^  D 

Ivla^^geeine  -oT'Tlrfieri'can  History,  3  student  of  the  History  of  American 

Journalism  thus  speaks  of  him: 

"Mext  to  '.Vashington,  Jefferson  and  Hamilton^one  figure  assumes 
a  prominence   superior  to  that  of  all  others  engaged  in  the  politi- 
cal contest,  not  so  fnuch  perhaps  by  the  weight  of  his  intellect  a:j 
by  his  versatility  and  vivacity  and  the  keenness  aiid  the  readiness 
of  the  weapons  he  brought  to  the  contest.   '.Ve  refer  to  Philip  Fi'e- 
neau.   Whiit  Tyrtaeus  was  to  the  Spartan  v. .3  Freneau  to  the  repub- 


r> 


lican  or  ant  i -federal  i  r. t s  .^ 

V  In  all  the  history  of  American  letters  or  of  the  United  State.. 
press  t'lere  is  no  figure  more  interesting^  or  remarkable,  no  career 
more  versatile  and  varied  than  that  of  Philip  Preneau,^ 


Vvvj^  %  ^^^^^^1^^ .'  CU^  i_i/vccJctw  ( M^^  r^y^^  f^l  h^'^l 


t 


(3L?:rit 
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TIIE    POET    OP   THE  WAR    OF   1812 


;EATr^S-Vi5IT    TO    SOUT!rTJA'ROLINA  .         TH't<S    JHRgMV  OT 


:•;?  PRINTS  A 

FRENEAU 


PIECJ 
TO   THE    SF>A 


'TIER  EDITION    OF  POEMS.       "THE  'VAR    POEMS    OF   1811 

;e'^j  yoWiT'-v-     his  -jiAST  m'Vf7*1Tf^"^'7RS«tc*--fiEtu:ir. 


'ERARY  COi.IlAH 
RETIRE,\n=]HT. 


A      .r 


eneaa  had  just  entered  his  forti-^s  when  he  ceased  to  publish 


the  National  Gazette. 


He  had  given  two  of  the  best  years  of  hi: 


life  to  that  paper,  but  there  was  a  long  span  still  foi'fhim.    Im- 
mediately upon  leaving  Philadelph' ..  ae  went  to  Charleston,  South 
Carolina, to  vij^it  his  brother  Peter.   Pet.e^  Freneau^  was  ,^  democrat- 
ic  editor  of  repute,aw*4  the  Secretary  or  St'ate  of  So^th  Carolina-^'V 
Philip  v;as  v;ell  received  in  Charleston  and  he  i:iade  friendships  whilirv 
there  v/hich  were  genuine  and  lasting.  f  7°*- 

After  a  pleasant  sojourn  of  several  months  in  the  south,  I'Ye- 
neau  returned  to  his  New  Jersey  home.   There  he  spent  a  year  or 
two  doing  nothing  of  importance,  \xriless  it  was  to  '.vrite  an  occasion- 
al  attack  u^on  the  goverranent  and  print  it  in  Bache  s  Aurora .—  just 
to  let  John  Adams  know  that  Philij)  Frenean  was  still  living.    'Vith 
letters  in  his  pocket  from  Jefferson  and  Madison  recommending  him 
for  "his  sound  discretion  and  extensive  information"  the  editor  ap- 
-d  foi-  the  managership  of  a  projected  newspaper  in  Hew  York,  but 


9 

^^   nothing  came  of  that  scheme.^  Wo  may  remonber  that  v;ho::  he 
closed  up  the  affairs  of  the  Mational  Gazette  he  had  on  hand  "a  co.. 
siderable  quantity  of  nev;  and  elegant  typo."   Thia  type  he  seoms 
to  have  removed  to  his  old  home  in  Mount  Pleasant,  near  Middletown 
-  nt  (novr  Uatta^van),  Hev;  Jersey,  v/here  he  set  up  as  a  practical 
.o^try  printer.    Followine  the  4ent  of  his  -enius  he  tried  jour- 

!  nalism  acain,  this  time  in  the  role  of  a  country  editor.   May  2. 

'  1795,  he  printed  the  first  number  of  the 'j^ise^  Chi;2racle",   A  copy 
of  this  quaint  journal  is  preserved  in  the  library  of  the  llev;  York 
Historical  Society.    It  is  a  little  typographical  failure  in  the 
form  of  a  quarto  .^4:-^  precise|y&^«-^  seven  inches  by  eicht. 
tha-Head  of  the  first  page  stands,  a  well-cnosen  motto  from  Horace: 

_'"Iniei-^'y'lvas 'Academi  quaere  verum"  . 

Freneau 

"The  Editor  in  the  publication  of  this  paper  proposes  among  other 
things  to  present  his  readers  with  a  complete  history  of  the  forei 
and  domestic  events  of  the  times , together  v;ith  such  essays,  remarks. 
and  Observations  as  sh.ll  tend  to  illustrate  the  politics  or  mark 
the  general  character  of  the  age  and  coimtry  in  which  v;e  live." 
■■:e  learnifrom  the  paper  also;  that  P.  freneau  was  ready  and  -villin 
to  print  Handbills  and  Advertisements  at  the  shortest  notice, ana 
upon  the  most  reasonable  terms.    The  political  tone  of  the  gt^roni- 
<4e^v.-as  of  course  democratic,  and  the  editor  never  failed  to  d  al 

1)   ^'udson's  History  of  Journalis.u,  p. 17. 


'^^  "'i;^  his  bow  to  his  rural  constituents  in  these  lines 
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a    pportune  blow  at  the  political  a3i)irat  ions  of  John  Adams  ana 
.   ..ander  Hamilton. 

But  the  Chronicle  did  not  i^rosper,    "Newspai)ers"  ,  says  Hudson, 
\e  not  made  their  mark  in  New  Jersey  as  in  ^n^Mlir  of  the  old  states 
:ited  bet\7een  IJew  York  and  Philadelphia  ^it  has  been  placed  in  a 
Ltion  to  enjoy  the  nevfs  facilities  of  those  two  cities."   After 
a  year  of  stru^^gle  the  editor  announced  the  discontinuance  of  the 
paper  embracing  the  opportunity  "to  ret.irn  his  sincere  thanks  to 
-such  persons  as  had  favored  him  with  tlieir  subscriptions  and  had  by 
their  p^onctuality  enabled  him  to  issue  a  fi-ee,  independent  and  re- 
publican paper"  , 

Another  literary  venture  of  1795, was  mor-e  successful.    H«-  col- 
lected all  his  poems  and  ouch  ao  he  deeiiied  warthy^;publication  he- 
^published  ,in  an  octavo  volujBe  at  his  ov;n  press.    Tlie  motley  type 
that  greets  the  eye  in  this  volume -Vas  probably  set  by  the  poet's 
ovrn  hands.    The_titl^-j»ase--Ol'  this  curious  book  i^  here  reproduced 
"ag-  it:iii.stjl.v  tbftsXQgjjhlg^.   The^  pyraR«rd-.Qil  .Stars  is_syiabxilija1  ttSmtk^e 
r—>-nrnid  of  ^.he  f i f ^.e.gj^u^stat fta.^-of  ti.e  union. 


Tludson's  Journalism  in  the  United  States,  p. lb  . 


Tliis  is  the  most  irn^'ortarit  edition  of  Freneau's  poetical  -.Yorks 

.  that  v;e  have.    It  contains  nearly  three  himdrecl  jioeras  written  in 

t 
almost  every  variety  of  metre  and  is  'a  treasury  of  son^^:,  tale, 3  it- 
ire,  epigram  and  description".    Tn  this  leather-bound,  worm-eaten 
volume  is  to  be  found  nearly  all  that  is  good  as  well  as  ne-.rly  all 
that  is  b*tl  in  Freneau.   The  bad—iii'  the  larger  part  of  the  book ^ to 
be  sure,  but  there  is  enou^-h  jjenuine  poetry  scattered  througli  the 
volume  to  keep  it  from  perishing  utterly.   His  volxoine  of  1787  h-.s 
been  deemed  worthy  of  being  reprinted  in  recent  years;   the  volume  fc,  /?, 
is  still  raore  v/orthy  of  being  rescued  from  oblivion. 

Frenea-i  v:as  not  at  all  disheartened  by  the  failure  of  the  Chrr.r 
i_cie .    He  had  lived  all  his  life  amid  the  '.vreck  of  newspapers,  and 
for  one  to  go  dov/n  was  to  him  the  most  natui-al  thing  in  the  worldj^ 
''.%efr-eT15-~^gtMfVtyaal5__the  habit__of  dou,btJEx^  juuiaalistio  enlerpriiigg', 

I  a- fttn-^^- 1  n  CiWt    nf  thf"  qngritinn.   -Hardly  had  the  little  rustic  sheet 
succumbed  than  he  tried  his  luck  again.    In  I.larch  17'j7^  in  the  cit 
of  New  York,  he  offered  to  the  reading  pJlblic  the  first  number  of 
his  "Time-piece  and  Literary  Companion" . 

This  paper  .vas  to  be  a  "vehicle  for  the  diffusion  of  literary 
knowledge,  news,  and  liberal  amusement  in  general".   At  first  Fre- 
neau-lMfi  associated  vnth  him  as  printer  one  A.  Menut ,  a  Canadian. 


,M^^^-,^c^>^J^<i-(f~<J-^<-'-^  'J  ^"  '^  ^•-^"v 


Uenut  in  a  short  time  dropped  out  and  M.  L.  Davis,  took  his  place. 
Freneau  and  Davis  mariagod  ( o*"  mismanaged)  the  paper  until  March, 

.,  \7hen  Freneau  withdrew  and  left  Davis  the  sole  manager.   Davi:- 
kept  the  paper  going  imtil  Aug.,  1798,  when  the  Time-Piece  went  th  • 


way  of  ft^qt:  miifiaainoai 

The  yi^^-Pj-^cR  is  an  interest int:  i:Qiiiourri  ol'   iit-r-ary  perrorrn- 
ances  ,rancinc  from  W^e-  discussions  uion  the  cultivation  of  pumpkins^ 
to  %i\»   elaboration)^— ef  schemes  for  tlie  reor^;anization  of  society 
upon  principles  of  natural  ri-;ht.    Tlie  liolitica/of  the  paper  »a«-M^t6 
of  the  purest  Jeffersonian  quality.    It  declared  for  rotation  in 
office,  pure  and  frequent  elections,  a  free  churcli  ,^frec  press^arid 
the  abolition  of  entails.   As  one  tui-ns  over  the  leaves  of  this 
rare  file  one  carinot  but  praise  the  versatility  and  tagt  of  the 
editor  in  catering  to  the  public  taste.   Thei'u  is  Un-«iriC.Qj,4,tJlo.n,..in 
one  T^^j^eet.   StraRge  to  say,  the  poet  seemed,  to  e^ier.cise  no  judge- 
ment in  reference  to  the  kind  of  poetry  that  \vas  inserted.   Every- 
thing that  liau  a  semblance  of  rhyme  pa»se<i-.KiuaJtu.er-.-..-:  .,-S^irje_.OA.tiie 
l-'-o'yC'fTfgl"~'a'b-Gmirxat i ons  found  in  the  Time-Piece  have...ci,ri .historical 
interest.   The  following  effusion  is  probably  the  most  execrable 
bit  of  poetical  jargon  that  ever  found,  its.vzay  into  type. 

To  Mr.  L. 

Thou  charmin;^  poet    of  my   soul  , 

RoT-irid  you  my  r'a-ptm-'ed  fpi'icies   rcll; 

1  / 

Wliat   years    oT  Tiansp^rt  v; 

If 


But    oh  I        Al/sl    it    i^  not   so^ 


'^  to  adai-.^nti'H^  v/oe  , 
tine   I   n-^.ze   cr >^1— c 


''  t.  -J 
When  by  the  ijchg  in  Hudson  fair 
I  gently  sti'ay  to  take  tiie  air, 
Oh  then  IVar^cth.  en  1^..  tide 


TliirJ;c    T    .ius 


/.:•    '..mo   cTf  1,]i   ^;li( 


V/hy  toe 


-ty»<4t'x>+-rirt. 


thei^e   since   tlius  we   live 
cry,   piiie  aS^y  and  ^jriove  — 


Should 

Now/there  fere   tc  my  suit '^^lc  line, 
nd  vrrite  nc  moro   to  C.rolinCT 
Maria. 
Srcl     cuitcrial   leniency  can  be   explained  only  by  assLuninc  that 
i    the   scribblersthat    infested   the   paces   of   the   Tiuej^Piece  v/ere   subsciv 

ibers  ,   whose   dollars   v;ere   covetec:   by   the   editor,        Freneau  himself 
occasiorially  resorted   to  his   muse  v;hen  he  v/ished   to   lash  a   politi- 

I  ^ 

k  cal  enemy.   William  Cobbett  -^r^*-^  ^•li"  p^onn"r-Q^  v,'"11  '■o'r-o-f 


"poor  Penno"   v;erc   belabored  froel-j(  in   the   Time -Piece . 
Of   the  uncariTiy  Cobjffett   and  his   tKtbe  ho  v;rites: 


ves   oi"   tl  e   east 


Determined   to   sap   the  repviblic   s\rcia-.dat lon^ 
jCnd  who    is   their   leader,    their   scrii>B   and   their   priest? 


Alias   Peter  Porcupine,   an  English  writeiv^v/ho   published    in  Phil- 
adelphi.'      an  un-American  she G tr," jJJK^fwiiiiy   i n   the   interest    of  the 
Federal   party.        He  was   s^,affected  of  bein^  an  ag&?^t   -^  '    ■  ' '  '  . 


V.Tifcri,  Pox'cupine   Peter  / 

The   democrat    oat-^r, 
Trausi-lanted   by  Pitt   at    the   cost    of   tiio   nation 
To  preach  to  the  Deiaies   a  nev;  R^elation. 
If   cut   from  the  "gallows   or  k^ci.eu  from  the  post^ 
Such   fellows   as   these  ari?'''^of  Eri^-land  tlie   bor.iit . 

But   Colunibus    c- iL;^^:i:.cc  I 

Beecne   ircr.:  tl-^Vplace  \ 

y      \  • 

Tl:at  \j-:..s   di(vnLfieci   cr.ce   l.y  a\prarjain  or  Pe'^nn  I 

-  \ 

But    infested  by   you  '".. 

And.  yova-  damnable   crev/  \ 

jyil.':    soon  be  deserted  by  all  honest  laean. 
Altel'^hsiv^ng  v/asJasd- hie- hands  ..of  the   Time-^Pie-eg-.   Pi-eneau  sunk 
ns-more  money  in  the  publishing  business,   f^i*— tlie^  reason  probably 

C^^cc^^..  A^'-  •  ..   - •-■  -^-----— ■■  —" 

tba*,he  no  more   to   sink. 

When  the  yellov;  fever  broke  out  in  Philadelphia,  Proneau^ re- 
moved his  family  to  his  old  home  in  Mount  Pleasant  where  a  portion 
of  his  iriheritance  still  remained  to  him..   In  tliis  quiet  village 
/whose  name,  by  the  by,  has.  recently  been  chan^';ed  to  PreneauJ  the 
poet,  v;hen  not  upon  the  sea,  spent  most  of  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life.    In  his  retirement  liis  literary  :.ctivity  did  itot  cease. 
The  magazines  of  the  day  welcomed  his  poetry  and  he  contributed  tc 
them  constantly.   Among  those  occasional  pieces  we  find  one  upon 
the  death  of  Washington.    It  is  a  gracious  tribute,  and  bespeaks 
,   magn;:nimity  and  lajre-heartedness;   for  the  truth  is,  Preneau  had 


Y 

no  reason  to  love  V/ashincton.    The  country,  however,  had  reason  to 
love  its  {;reat  chief,  and  Freneau  sane  the  son^s  oi"  his  country. 

As  a  publicist  he  still  b^-<>ifre  a  lance  for  the  republican  party. 
i Mis  political  pieces  generally  appeared  in  Bache's  Aurora ,  the  polit- 
ical successor  of  the  IJaUonaJ^G^izetis  .    In  1799,  he  collected  a 
f.-v;  of  these  ^rf orma-n»e€ ' and  had  them  i-rinted  in  a  small  octavo  Vi^a«*-*-< 

■ '1  "the  title:  ' Letters,  en  Jarious^  Int.ej'estinr^  and  Important  Sub- 
le c t s_^  ioan]-.  of  which  hav e  appeared  in  the  Aiirora .   g^ftrrejted^  arid 
iliEnlar^d.   By  Robert  Slender,  0.  S.  I.l.  "^ 

0.  3.  J.I.  ,  beinc  interpreted,  is,  "One  of  the  Swinish  l.Iultitudel 
\   These  essays  are  yji^y  ^-^'^   spicy  and  some  of  t'p.em  illustrate  excel- 
lently Freneau' s  method  cf  striking  at  a  political  enemy.    For  in- 
stance, here  is  one  which  shows  how  he  went  about  making  life  uri- 
-asant  for  John  Au.ams ,  and  damaging  the  chances  of  the  second 
.-osident  for  a  second  term.  .--^ 

The  Epitaph  of  Jonathan  Robbins  7?  ^-^ 
I  (Robert  SlOi.d-.  r,  Loguit-;:-.) 

T  ,ove  ,:ust  seen  the  en-a  of  Robbins,  poor,  brave,  injureu,  betrayc-, 
.yortvo-iate  Robbins.   T  have  seen  him  with  my  "minds  eye"  as  Ilamlei 
'  says,  and  a  horrid  si-ectacle  it  was.    I  have  just  been  Gc.mp*^^/:; 

_j  epitaph,  that  will  gc  dov.-n  to  posterity  on  the  faithful  and  im- 
csjiartial  page  of  history.  _Here  x^   is.  


/6 

Reader 

If  tliou  bo  a  Christ ian  and  a  Pi-ecman, 

consider 

by  wh.at  unexampled  causes 

It  has  boen  necessary  to  construct 

This  monument 

t 
of  national  dej^raciation 

and 

Individual  in.ji.stice; 

which  is  erected 

Tt  THE  MEMORY  ci'  a  Citizor.  oi'  t'o  United  States^ 

JONATTIAM  ROEilMS,  i..\RTi:RR, 

A  native  of  Danbury ,  in  the  pious  and  industrious  state  of 

Corj-iecticut:, 

who 

Under    the   PRESIDENCY  OF   JOmi  ADAI.iS, 

And   by  his   advice^ 

Tin;othy  Pickering  beinf^  Secretary   of  State, 

Was   delivered  up   to   the   British  i::overraiient , 

By  whom  he  was    i{jriorninC'Usly  put    to   death; 

because , 

Thou,-h  an  America)i  Citizen^ 

He  v/as  barbarously  forced  into  the  service  of  his  country's 

worst  enoniy 

And  comp-^lled  to  fi,::it 

A,:ain3t  his  conscience  and  h:s  country's  ,'ood 


VI  3a     9     J       .J.:I     09  L 


On  board  tli  •  British  friL'iate  H^rniione 
ComiT.aiided  by  a  nior.ster  of  the  name  ol'  Pi;:ot. 
He 
Bravely  asserted  his  rights  to  freedom  as  a  man  and  boldly 
Extricated  himself  from  the  bondage  of  Ms  tyrannical 
,    Oppressors 


Tf  you  are  a  seaman 
Pause: — 
Cast  youi"  eyes  into  your  soul  and  ask 
If  you  had  been  as  Rcbbins  "as 
'Vhat  vrould  you  have  done? 
What  0U:-;;it  ycu  not  tc  do? 
And  look  at  Pobbins 
T'angin-';  at  a  .ritish  yard-arm*, 
lie  was  your  comrade  — 
And  as  true  a  tar  as  ever  strapi eu  o  block: 
He  v;as  your  fellc.v-citizen , 
Ana  as  brafe  a  heart  as  bled  at  Lexin/rton  or  Trenton. 
Like  you 
He  v.'as  a  member  of  a  Republic 
Proud  of  past  glories 
and 
Boastful  of  national  honor,  virtue,  and  independence^ 
like  him 


i 


\ 
After  devoting  them  to  merited  destruction.  i 


ell 

iciufsa   s   5i£,      y     IT 

100-;    Jt>'  u 


aniddoT  iB  AooL  bn 


.jJno'iT  '10         r  J  J-  D9id  &£  ii£5« 


You  may  one  day  be  trussed  \\\>   to  satiate  British  vencearico^ 
Your  h'^inous  ci-itne 
daririi;  tc  prefer  dan^Qr  or  deatli 
To  a  baso  bonua,;o  — 
Alas,  poc-r  Robbins', 
Alas,  poor  liberty*. 
Alas,  my  Country'. 

In  the  follo'ATing  we  see  Freneau  as  a  campaign  swasiT-buckler: 
OYEZ'.'.: 

Robert  Slender,  to  the  aristocrat,  the  democx-at,  the  would-be- 
noble,  ex-noble,  the  snu^^  farmer,  the  lowly  plebeian,  the  bishoi'S 
and  clergy,  reverend  and  right  reverend,  doctors,  and  V.  0.  i.l's 
little  men  oi*  title  men,  gentlemen  and  simple  men,  lajinen  and  dray- 
meiB',  and  all  other  men  except  hant?iien,(to  whom  he  hath  an  aversion) 
throur-^hout  this  great  and  flourishing  STATE  sendeth  t^reeting: 

'Yhereas  a  threat  and  important  day  draweth  near  in  which  you 
are  to  exercise  a  great  right,  no  less  than  to  choose,  elect,  set 
apart,  solemrily  dedicate,  appoint  and  highUhonor  either  Thomas  f.l^- 
Kean, chief  judge  of  Pennsylvania,  or  James  Ross,  practi lioner  at  lav, 
with  the  high  sounding  title,  power  and  authority  of  Governor  of 
the  State  —  Having  thro'jn  off  his  apron,  laid  aside  his  tools,  and  ^^ 
neglected  for  a  small  time  the  honorable  and  ancient  employment  of 
slice- .-nonding,  ho  hath  an  account  of  the  great  divijion,  disaensii"' 
and  contradiction  that  exists,  t»:e  fictii>ns,  lies,  stories,  cal^am 
.^interpretat  ions ,  wi-ong  interpretations,  assei'tions  and  comiJUta- 


,'  ,;-*iOJil  -AOJi    ,  <.>.!. 


one'i'>l  oee  9v 


Oi.j    ,  eldoi-xo 


tions,  thoUi^^-ht  proper  nol  to  atkli-ejs  one  of  you  but  all  of  you,  lo 
call  upon  you  in  the  moat  solemn  manner,  to  be  ui'on  your  p;uarcl ,  to 
opsn  your  ears  and  attend  to  ov^n  a  mender  of  shoes. 

'Ye  aristocrats  and  f^reat  men,  whether  merchants,  doctors,  proc 
toi-s  or  lawyers,  who  si,;h  for  {greatness  and  Ion,-;  for  dominion,  who^jc 
hearts  yearn  for-  the  c^ory  of  a  cro-vn,  the  splendor  of  a  coiirt ,  or 
the  sweet  marro-.T  bones  that  are  to  be  picked  ir.  his  mar;istratea ' 
kitchen,  whose  eyes  ache  painfully  once  a^ain  to  see  the  stars, 
crooocs,  crescents,  coronets,  with  all  the  hiei-o^^lyphical ,  enit^mat- 
cals ,  emblematicals  and  all  the  other  cals  including;  rascals,  wnch 
adorn  the  courts  of  kin^is— give  a  stron^^,  true  and  decided  vote  J'o:' 
•Tames  Ross  who  supports,  app'roves,  hopes  for.lontTs  for,  and  3it~h.s 
for  all  these. 

Ye  bishops  and  clergy,  adorers  of  the  triple  cro'vn,  the  miti-e, 
the  sable,  the  hi;;h  seat  in  civil  power,  the  much  longed  for  and  es- 
tablished church,  and  the  ancient  and  profligate  thin,:  called  titho.: 

:e  your  forces,  set  'Christianity  at  a  defiance  and  give  a  fii-m 
vote  for  'ames  Ross. 

Ye  old  tcries  and  refugees,  ^ritish  spies,  speculators,  guides 
and  pensioners,  approvers  of  Bi-itish  policy,  aimers  and  designers, 
whc  in  your  hearts  wish  again  to  crouch  under  the  protecting  pa?/  of 
L  -.   British  lion—  arrange  your  forces  and  give  a  fair  vote  for  Jaino. 
Hess.  —  Ke  is  youi-  sincere  friend. 
i    "Ye  supportei-s  of  the  British  ti-eaty,  alien  bill,  stami-  act, 
excise,  standing  army,  furiding  system,  who  believe  that  a  public 
debt  is  a  public  blessing,  who  say  that  republicanism  is  anything 


■f;;c    ,zl. 


ktoH 


rt 

or  nothinr;,  and  maintain  that  treaties  made  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Coristitution  are  sui'orici'  tc  it  — araw  near— be  nut  idle  on  the 
day  of  election,  support  James  Ross,*  he  thinks  as  ye  do,  acts  as 
you  act,  and  will  follow  where  yc  lead.— 

'Ye  democrats,  soldiers  of  'Vo,  ye  suppoi'ters  of  our  independence 
ye  quellers  of  Great  Britain,  ye  Americans  in  heart  and  in  hand 
draw  near,  remember  that  Thomas  M^'Kean  is  your  brother,  the  firm 


A 


freeman,  and  the  real  christian—  give  him  your  vote. 

V 

•Ye  free  born  Americans,  whose  hearts  beat  \\\[^\   for  liberty  and 

independence,  who  fear  not  the  threats  and  disdain  the  power  of  al 
the  tyrants  on  earth,  assert  your  rights,  make  known  that  ye  have 
not  forgotten  the  late  sti-uggle,  that  the  mean  devices  and  shallow 
argviraents  of  the  X  Y  and  Z's  of  the  present  day  are  not  able  tc 
trick  you  out  of  your  liberty  or  to  make  ycu  the  tools  of  a  forei,:ri 
despot— vote  for  Thomas  .M°Kean— the  constant  asserter  of  your  rights 
and  liberties.— 

'^  Ye  honest,  ye  independent,  ye  virtuous  farmers,  whu  sincerely 
\ 

v/ish  to  support  that  uriequalled  and  glorious  instrLunent,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  untarnished  and  unadalterated  that 
«i  ye  may  have  it  whole  and  entire,  a  sacred  deposit  to  posteril.  -by 
-4-iot  i n a tTefttJjm^   your  best  interest  is  at  stake,  join  not  with     | 
that  troop  but  give  an  honest  vote  for  Thomas  M^Kean,  t^e  assertc-r, 
the  supporter  and  defender  of  the  invaluable  ricihLs  of  iiis  country. 
"Ye  honest  and  industrious  mechanics  who  daily  sweat  for  the 
port  of  your  far.iilies,  who  in  the  hour  of  dan,;er  are  ever  found 


i&Qtvto  ai9ll.9Jjp  «?': 

ltd  •xjjo'i   ai   i^aeji^lA  aBcioriT  iBrli   tetirOiAet   ^'itiea  v 
:;jOY  miii  ©vir,  — nsi  Jsxirlo   Icon  ariJ   bne    . 

:  1.0    :  liib  hnB  ziBQilii  9tii   io^i  'i£el   orlv/   .sono&iieq- 

;fii)   ;fn939iq  erii  'Id   a'  :    h-ft  Y  X  9ffJ  lo   B^fnoo'.- 
sjicni  oj   to    ;;.t-i9dil  tiJO\j  to   iuo  jj  ;> 
Isitoo   9ril  —  iB9:^l°u  sfifnoriT   tj't   oJuv  -^.  . 

-    .:    ...       i      .  .^:J;i•liv   -^    .  J-.-n-fo  ,c^v 

')rr8x/TiBJnjj   ,8o,l£i8  1)9.  jiJuiiie 

.:  :.e  £   ,9'iiiiT:e  •/,•   ii   evz. 
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;Brpor{T 


foremost  in  the  ranks  to  defend  your  own  and  your  country's  rif^hts  \ 

V 

\  ote  for  Thomas  la^Kean,  whom  {^reat  men  canriot  make  wink  at  injus- 
tice and  oppression. 

Let  Porcupine  growl,  Liston  pet,  the  long  list  of  En^jlish  a- 
:^!its,  si>eculators ,  apj^rovers  of  the  fate  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  tori^ 
ar.d  refugees,  gnash  theii-  teeth  in  vain;   be  true  to  your  country, 

i'oof  against  bribery,  true  to  posterity,  true  to  yourselves,  ar-  i^i 
range  ye  under  the  banner  of  freedom  anu  once  more  conquer,  let  the 
word  be  LIBERTY  and  MCKEAN;  ' 

Freneau  promised  that  if  this  volume  should  prove  successful 
-nother  T;ould  follovr.   But--e^'1^aH^pagRg::-nftv^»r  £a-zae&-tyl c€ .   vrnen 
these  pieces  came  out  in  the  Aurora  they  were  interesting  reading, 
but  they  were  of  a  day.   The  volume  oeeras  to  have  fallen  flat  and 
a  second  voi«me  of  Mr.  Robert  Slender's  Essays  did  not  appe:.r, 

Bvtt   Write  and  edit  and  reprint  as  much  as  he  would,  Freneau 
could  not  get  a  living  out  of  literature.   To  provide  for  his  fam- 
ily the  poet  again  went  down  to  the  sea  and,  about  the  yea^  1799, 
wecame  the  captain  of  a  merchantm4ri.   Per  feon  er  twelve  years  from 
this  date  it  is  p*»«*ty  hard  to  keep  up  wiWi  him.    It  is  only  from 


poems  eofiahte^^iddta  of  scenes  or  events  upon  his  voyages  tliat  wc  are 
enabled  to  get  an  occasional  glimpse  of  him.    In  1301,  he  was  on 
the  islaiid  of  St.  Thomas,  and  two  years  later  upon  the  island  of 

:..adeira.   While  strolling  around  in  the  elegant  shades  of  the'  lat- 
ter island,  Freneau,  coming  up  with  the  god  Bacch.us  ^Prince  of  Ma- 


:B    IiiOJu99'ft    lO    '19 

•xsdr.i    9-  ioiijA  srij    iii 


Wiir  v/ith.   a    sneor,    "1" 

You   hat'jr    of   dospots    an:i    kinf^s?" 

Haste   Eway  witi.   your   b&'-que    '■  :  , 

Tu    Cha'l  ?sl,on ,    I    bid    you    r'epa:ir; 

Ther.;   drink    your   Jij.iaica    ItiLl   inacicie'-s    ti.'j    br>=in, 
You   snail   h£.ve   no  Madeira,    I    S'.vGtr.- 
But    Pr:ine&  1    conciliated    the   ^od    and   saint^l  ini5   s^-...  .    -.    . — 
choicest   wines  ne^pid  upon  him  and    ti.'-ii!,  unst^nt'^d   ^r-is:.        As 
Freneau   grew   old.-r  his   praise   To;^   Bacchus  laounl'id   h. 

t   dwells   fondly   on   this   thei.is    >»    in 
8-T5vi-thEt   he    is    taking   too  much   to   strcnfj  drink.        Tt:-?-.'    is   a   rea- 
t  . -nk   Fryneau  Wrs   no   excel  ti'.n   to    ti:e   rule. 

In    ^-^04,    Captain  Frenc^u    saile.i    to    tr.^e    Can-ry    Islands.         Wl. - 
pon   Teneriffe,    he  v.'ss    invited    to   visit    a   celebrat  •;:!   nuiv 
He   declxne.i    the    mvit&tiun    in   V'^rse.        Thus   we  nay   see    L  ...    c!<^ 
:. I'-etch   of   years  was   passed    upon   the   deep,    sailing   -^ 
•  ev/   York,    soi..et  ii.,es    fn.i..   Charleston    t-    t.e   Wes:    Ind  . 
"■     islands    of   the   Atlantic. 


sound^id    oftener.        When    .-    poet    ^    _ -    - 


In   1807,    the   poet -capt -- .n    abandon. 
■    to    ^■2s:H,n    it'V^    On    3    return    vo    ^- 


H^-i 


Now   tfiiiis   &t   home  hits   ev  ?; 

Tt'.-^t    un    tiie    lurt-ed    groves    eKiiru. 
AlthC'Uf^r.    politic-  SGi   w»3i'3    roi's^ken,    F;- 

Li^iLnfuI    t,o  hib  i,iU3'i.        Hjls    i-ulmg  i>assiun  was    strc 
"o   pssrfing   event   v/oinhy    of   coiiu.iSL'iU^-'c.t ion  wis    fcllov;'-  i 
In   160'J    he    prepii-jcl    i'('  -ss    a   rou."-r.    ouition    oT   i: 

uThe  wo'Jf   aqi.4r  Gui-(j  m   t,v(     V'  i  j..i-3  3   ne-itly   p;"int;d   wiih   str.K,. 
'•■  ■•    f'-'--^  1  =i.ieces  .  '  '      '[  ■'   '"  1^1  rnti    T   "*''-?    ri^f"'"' 

Pieius 
Written    and    i.ub]|ishea    du'-int:    t^.e 
American   Revolutionary  war 
And  Viow 
Republished   Ti-oii.   the  Original   Alanuicrii  L 
Int  ?  -ai- fr'tsed 
Wit;-,   t:-^    sl^tions   i'l-ohi  tt e  Anoi^rts 
And    oti'.oi  iJj.eces   noi    h'^rBtorore    in 
Prilt 
By    Pi:ilix    F*ne<.u, 
JP-gtly    to    record    thajde^dd    oi'_  Fau.( 


A   li, 


■"'■■  -  "i  i.- ■   h-iavcp    sloMlci    t  o ; ;  0 1;    t 


flAt 


"ice    erci    t!'es,S(>n    li.^xr   niu.ioua   d'-iToi'iu^  i 
honor   and   i:jat  not  isui    m    t!:ei:'   nttiu-al    bet. 
m    the   Revolution,    to   Republicans    and    ti-.e    --ici 
attacr.e-.i    to    ti:oi''    ser.t  lu.er.t  s    ^nd    i-:!"inc  li  1  es ,    i..-    .,    ,, 
collection   v;il.l    not    i^rove   unacceptable."        Tr.e    biok   w; 
on   the   strength   of   a   subscription   &nd    in   tr.'3    i'lrst   volume  ^' 
ed    the  niiaea   of   t.ie    subscribers.        The?    a'lbsc  ript  ion    ilan  w 
going  by   th'3   publisii'3  -s    .vithout    the   author's    kn-.wJ 
ti«.n.         Thoi.ics   Jerferson    subscribed    for    ten   volu^.i^e.         Ii-l 
son's    letter   to   Freneap   pruiuis inj;    a    subscript- 
scribe  v/ith  pl'^^sure   1.0    the   public^ti-n   of   :/<■• 
I    anticii=te    tno    s-.i^e   ple-sure   f" 

lished   has    iriven  HiO......    L'n 

oii'i    <j:    y--  ■    volui/jes   v/ill    bo      a   pi  .'..sjant    pccK-i    cii. 
mg  you  all   possible   success   and   h-ipi-mesa,    I    e    ! 


stant    oc't'io; 


A., 


J 


i.;s  Ai- 


I  est 


1 


viue  held    m  high   esieuin.         In   ai  !  . 
.ous..nd    cOi  les   \v3i'ii    taken  by    t 
:is    siiit;ll    nui.ih    ■■.        LoukG'J    at 
U|-le,    It    1  :>   as    1  -  ••    e    as    at-i    o;iiLiin   ul' 
■    .ae:--    tu-di,    y;ou1u    be.        Wliat    i-oet    or   o'.ir    i 
i:aS    fourth    edition? 


The    edition    of   loOv    j.&    n    .i.:.-,,--    su    [.loi     :-r:^q;'j    nor    =(■    7ai';iD-. 
f  y^  as    the    edit  Km   of  1795.        Many   of   the   i^oeias      of   ti;e   earlier   vol- 
ume have   been   crov.'cied      out    for   tne   later  perf orhisnc-js,    ai'd    rarely 

V 

has   there   heen   any   gain   by   the   subst  itiit  it-n.        Nev  irtr.elesa    ir, 
bix  hundred  pages    of   i::e   two   voluues    Lne^o  v/is  more  good    poeti-y 
th'^n   any  Ainerican  writj-^  h-^yet    produced,    for    an   lfi09,    : 

;d,    Longfellov;    // :.  s    but    tv/(>    years    old,    Poe   and    Holii.es   \f - 
fonts,    Pr.,ant    hid   just    ent^'i-ed    !:is    toiir.s    ar/i    Lov/elL    v/.s   not    yet   ^t*^ 
born. 

The   cJ  ash   of   bn.iS    tnat    announced    ^u\'   the    second   t  iii.e   Aiiienc. 
•esistance    to   Bntisn    aggression  WiS    a    sif:n^.l    for    the   old    i  oet    to 
tv.ne  his  hari.    anew.        As   he   had    been   the   poet    of  the    Revolution   s. 
rov;   >-  .    H.^ij.e  the   poet    of    the   war   of  1812.      Nothing   throughout   h.. 


life  gave  him  more  pleasure  than  to  extol  his  countrymen  at  the  ex- 
pense of  England.    It  uras  the  poet's  way  of  indulsint:;  hatred.    !'e 
followed  closely  the  progress  of  the  second  war  and  many  a  ballad 
from  his  pen  celebrated  the  jloi-y  of  our  armies  ui-on  land  and  u.  on 
sea.   His  pieces,  v/e  are  told,  were  held  in  great  favor  by  sail- 
ors, and  were  for  many  years  reprinted  in  broadsides  and  sold  at 
all  our  ports.    In  1815,  he  collected  most  of  these  i.iartial  per- 
formances and  ])rir:ted  them  in  two  sm;ll  voliiines  at  the  press  of 
David  Longworth,  of  Nev/  York  city.    On  the  title  pa,:e  of  this  rare 
and  forgotten  edition  the  poet  thus  bids  defiance  to  England: 
Then  England  comef^,'  a  sense  of  v/rong  requires 
To  meet  -.vitri  thirteen  stars  yo-ir  thousand  fires, 
Through  these  stern  times  the  conflict  to  maintain, 
Or  arown  them  with  your  coiru-aerce  in  the  main." 
The  theme  of  the  first  poem#  of  these  volumes  of  his  old  age 
is  the  theme  of  his  life— democracy .    Tn  the  oi)ening  lines  we  rec- 
ognize th-.philosophy  of  Jefferson  and  the  policy  of  I.Iadison'. 

Left  to  hir.isel:^,  where'er  :.ian  is  fo.uid, 
rw  y-*-»-«^.  kiL  OL<.;^w>s  to  tu^Xit  ^-*-fj»-^  L>-AtM.  -v-o-i-tAAi*. , 

In  peace  to  sail,  in  peace  to  till  the  soil, 


Griswold's  American  Poets,  p. 34. 

■The  title  is:   A  collection  of  Poems  on  American  Affairs  ,  and  a 
variety  of  other  subjects  chiefly  moral  and  political. 

^By  Philip  Preneau. 


.,       ^  l>ieri  e-v. 


9Dn>ji:^.r. ■  'jo'i   erii 


.  .  i  .   .     ,8J! 


Oi'lVl::/4    r:. 


/>   6  ^f 

Mor  foi'ce  i"alse  {;i'ancleur  fi'oin  a  brotlisr's  toll; 
All  but  the  base ; ties  i^n irif: ,  schornintj  fe-.v 
Who  seize  on  nations  with  a  robber's  viow, 
These,  these  v/ith  ari:iins,  navies  ictont  thrown, 
Ti.ipoverish  mar.  and  bid  the  nation  moan; 
These  '.7ith  pretended  balances  of  state 
Keep  '.Torlds  -t  variance,  breed  eternal  hate, 
iMake  man  the  poor,  base  si^a  of  lov:  deai^jn, 
De;-;rade  the  nature  tu  its  last  decline, 
S;ied  hell's  'Yoi'st  blots  on  his  exalted  r.ice. 
And  :nake  the:n  fear,iind  mean  tu  make  th:-:.i  base. 
The  following  stanzas  v;ere  written  '.Then  England  had  about 
reached  the  end  of  hei*  tether  in  her  policy  of  terrorizing^  American 
commerce  and  when  war  was  about  to  be  declared.    They  are  pj-^^tiry 
bad  from  the  critics  point  of  view,  but  there  is  a  ring  and  a  move- 
inent  about  them  Uiat  is  distinctly  bellicose  and  t^hat  must  have 
been  ^«*-t«-  taking  with  those  who  wanted  to  fight. 
Amei'icana  .rouse  at  the  rumors  of  '.7ar 
Which  no-.7  are  distracting  the  hearts  of  the  nation, 
A  flame  blo^yinf^  up  to  extin-aish  your  power. 
And  leave  you  a  prey  to  another  invasion; 
A  second  invasion  as  bad  as  tJie  old, 
When,  northward  or  soutiiward  wlierev  >r  they  strolled. 
With  heart  and  7;ith  hand,  a  mm^dorin,;  band. 
Of  va  :rauts  come  over  to  ravage  your  land; 


9  bBe'id   ,oorfBi-i£v  j.    8i>I- 


iSBvni   ue 


/3  /  ^<^ 

For  liberty's  juard  you  ar-"  ever  arr^ysd, 
Ana  know  how  to  fi^:;ht  in  sun  or  in  shade. 

Remenber  the  cause  that  induced  you  to  rise, 

When  oppression  advanced  with  tier  kinc  makin^i  boast, 

'Twas  the  cause  ct'   our  naticr.  that  ijad?>you  desi'iso, 

And  drive  to  destruction  all  En^^land's  proud  host, 

Who  with  musket  and  s?;ord,  under  men  they  adored, 

Rushed  into  each  villatje  and  rifled  each  shade. 

To  murder  the  planter  and  ravish  trie  maid. 

All  true-^orn  Americans  join  as  of  old 
For  Fr:;edom*3  defense  be  your  riri.\   i-es^'lution  I 
Wioever  invades  you  by  force  or  by  gold, 
Alike  is  a  foe  to  a  free  constitution; 
Unite  to  pull  down  that  impost^are,  a  crovm, 
Oppose  it,  at  least  'tis  a  mark  of  t}ie  beast, 
All  tyranny's  ene^ines  a^jain  are  at  work 
To  make  you  as  poor  and  as  base  as  the  Turk. 
-^obably  the  best  poem  in  the  edition  of  lol^  is  one  that  is 
furthest  ret^pved  from  war  ol»-  politics .    The  lin^  "To  a  Jaty-dTti'' 
are  so  l^ight  ano^-^pontaneous  .mffS^imple  withal,  that>re  caniiot  ror- 
bear  quoting  a  few  of^ 

In  a  branch  o^ 

Sint;«  the  evening; 

Fro;;i  th9>. lofty  locust  boiifih, 


;>  "lo   eeuBO   9riJ   eewT*- 


o[uix    it^m  nwojj   .1 


/s   c 


;>  "^ 


Feedinj^'ori' a"  droj'   of  de'v, 

In   her   suit    of  ^^reen  arrayed.!, 

I 
•}I«ar   Vier   sin.;int:   in   th^'  shadi: 

f  •  ' 

jCaty-did,   Caty-did,   City-did, 


While  upon  a  leaf  you  tread 
|.0r  repose   your   little  head, 
i'fin  your  dijieet    of  ^ladows   laid  J 
1*11   the   daV  "ou  nbthin;;   said;    j 
pair   tlie  nil-ht    :*ui*   c'-.oery  toi-J;u9 
IR  G  V  :^  ]  1 3  lI   out  \  i  t^   1  i  c  1 1  e   s  on  J— 
S^'othin^  else  but   •"'aty-did. 


A 


f^orn  your   lodj^iAi!  on  the   leaf, 

\ 
rid  you  uttgr   jojt  or   .-^rief? 

■'  \ 

ij^id  you  onl^r  ineanlto   say 


il  have  }'iad.'iny  sxm 


Lay, 


ai.i  i'alsin-^  soon^TTay 
J 


ive  ci     ■aty-^.ii.L^y  ; 

\  1 

/i'l'     aty-didl  I 


•But  ydU  would  have  uiv^orcd  more 

Had  i|bu  knov/n  of  natiu'e'^  power; 

t 
J  Prorf  the  v/or-ld  'Yhen  you  r:^reat 


\ 


Atii  a.  leat*^s'7^u~1fi'Ttiiiii^  sV 


:-;ib-'iifi''   iisd  esle  aniiiJo 


^y 


WhuVcan   tell   bu"   natiu'9   said, 
Ltva\gain,   uy  Caty-didf     | 

\  1 

t 
Tall  ..13  yifiat  did  Catv-du?  ' 

Did  she  mean  to  trouble  you? 

Why  '.7as  Caty  not  forbid 

To  trouble  little  Caty-did? 

'Vrong  indeed  at  you  to  fling, 

Hurt  in J  no  one  while  you  sing; 

Cat/-did,  Gaty-did,  Caty-did, 
After  zhe   best  is  said.,  it  must  be  confessed  that  Preneau's 
last  -vTork  was  his  worst.    The  edition  of  1615  like  most  of  his 
poetry  consisted  chiefly  of  occasional  pieces  and  it  is  the  usual 
fate  of  occasional  pieces  to  be  speedily  forgotten.   The  volume 
was  reviewed  in  t!ie  Analgetic  Magazine  —  a  Mew  York  periodical —  in 
a  kindly  tone.    "A  considei-able  part  of  the  present  collection", 
wrote  the  critic,  "relates  to  the  transactions  of  the  late  war  and 
scarcely  a  memorable  incident  either  on  land  or  water  has  escaped 
the  glance  of  his  ever  vigilant  and  indefatigable  muse.    ITe  depicts 
land  and  naval  fights  with  much  animation  and  gay  color  in.:,  and 
being  himself  a  son  of  old  Meptune,  he  is  never  at  a  loss  for  ap- 
propriate circumstances  and  oxpi-essive  dictum  when  the  scene  lies 
at  sea.   His  martial  and  political  ballads  are  free  from  bombast 
and  affectation  and  often  have  an  arch  simplicity  of  manner  that 


Hbo  erfT        ..Jercor  exr;   utw  jito 
•)00  "io  • 


Jrl^hr'!    ?>nf    Jn^fi-iv  -lev?   8  ■  ■   *>•• 


/r  y 

■   ncli!"s    ti-.^iu   striking   and    poij^r  t   ■ 

Iculatjd    to   impart   patr-iutic    ■xi:.i\iis:- 
-n   and  ju^eir   effect    in   this  way   should    uc    ...c-     .      u    i 

With   the   war   of  1812   and    the   appearance    of  the    poems   Just 
coa,    Freneau's    ca  -eer   as   a  writor   erded.        A   short   poei;i  under  his 
-;ne  hiay   now   o'-d    then   be   found    in    the  magazines    and   nev/apip  ^rs  up 
li.iost    '.o    the    time   of  his    d:£th,    but    writ.inK  wts   no   loncir   a   se- 
I'jus   business   with   him.        His   IsiSt    years   were   spent    in   rnrol    re- 
.reii.ent    in  his   New  Jersey  home.        ne   was,    howevcif,    far   .'' ■ 

a    recluse.        T'ew   York   was    easily    accessible   by    boat    and    : 
lently   visited    the   scenes    of  his    better  days.        He   coul;l    no- 
?t   his    old   deiiiocrstic    friends    and   tney   do  not    seeiu  to  hav?   f 

I  ;n  him.        Jef  f '-^'-son,    v?her;   president,    is    said    to  have    rem.?  ..iv^       ? 

him  witr.    ^spicial  ■  favor .         The    story    JflTthat    Jefferson   s, 
.-au   asking  hiiii   to   con.e   to   Wasnington   on   important    business,    v '] 

that    the   poet    replied    in   these   words:       "Tell    Thoi..ah'   Jeff  t. 

he   knov/s   whe-'e  Philii    Frenea;-    lives    and    if  ho   has    important    busi- 
:th  hiJii  let   hii..  coi;!e    to    Philip-   Freneau's   hous  i   and   t^'ansact    it." 

This    buiiiptaousne^s ,    (if  Frene=u  Wrs    really   ruilty   of  uai 

words)    did   not    alienate   Jefferson,  -for   lat'jr  he   ten!  ."-' 

: '-    office  under   the   govern.7.ent .        The   positi-n  TTaS   d  ici  ir.ed  .'^'-^ 


.'^" 
(T*"-^ 


f 


ew  ?oif 


V,    l''^4 


r«j:iovring  latL-.    ,    ,...  . 


.3   adj  aniatr&tion  :      fr 


^^T.. 


lit:   resi-ect    to  ','qij 


K 


■ztisTied   wi  t.  .iNTrenoau   s    recouuiiendation   &rd    g  s  u^^jIl  s  1 1  y   « 

'Otliinf!;   of   his    politl'o.^.         Hie    si  tuatiun^^nf^uld   natiiriilly 

..2.n   of   feel  in;'   to   s^eik   rav&w^ibly  p^hiia.         I    have,    ti-.e-efor,   wa 

L  in    to  Mr.    \Vaf;;r.ei'    Tor   a    bliifrifcojiii  li'asion  wr.ici".    I    will    enclos  ; 

lo  Freneau  desiPin<?  him   to   fill    it   ui>   fc"  Toylor   if  h'3   will    acce: 

it;       if  not'thon   with  whatever   n-i;ie   ho    ti.inks    best    havitj;    re^^-^rd 

'  o  i;ioj:»al      and   political    character   and    standing    insociety.         I 

In  New  York   lite'^-ry   circles   he  wis    arfect  lonately    roceivGCl 
the    "Veteran   Bard    of  the   Revolution".        We   have   a   chcriuing  accoiv 
of    the   pcjrs.nal    liTo    of    the   poet    in   his    old    age,    wiirer.   by    on.i 
kne-.v  hiiii  well.        The   sketch    is    »'aiabling   and    soi..ewh:it   garrul'vus, 

et  it  is  so  graphic  that  it  must  be  tiiioted  at  lent'tn:  "Frenjai 
:i^£  widely  known  to  a  I-rge  cii'cle  of  out'  iriost  prominent  aid  pal 
otic   New   Yo'^kers.        His   nativo    city    '/ith   til    his   wiindc^ings,  was 

eve'-  uppeiTiiost    in  his  mind    and    afrectionsj Ke   w;s    est? 

trijie   pat'^-iot,    ^nd   his   private  worth,    his    courteous  li.anner   and    r.is 

■'jne^'al    bS'-ring  w^n   adi:;iration   witn    all    parties.         His    pen  was  i:  ■ 
acriijionious    than  hi?,   heart.        He   was    tolerant,    frank    in   expresai 


AT)  The   (luotstic-    i-    from   the   pen   of  Dr.    J.    W.    Fr..ncis,    a    f 

ident    of  'ork   Historical    "ociety.         It    w^a   writi-ii     «l    Li 


articl' 


uest  of  K.    A.  Duyckmk,  who  wisnod  it  for  has 

T  it  .■••^t.Mre. 


,i    not     d'iricio;  I     i:     r  ■:ii-.  1  . 
.•lc.asiccl    knowlodi.'e,    4^'     '■ 
'-risis,    aid    extenaivel,' 

"It   WC.S   eusy   tu   r^co-d   a  lunr.  list   oJ 
I       g„^f,   ,.^..,      him  a   cordiyl   welcome.        He  w 


-VwVW' 


ings  by  the  old  soldier,  Governor  George  Clinton.    He  also  found 
aci'seabla  pastime  with  the  learned  Pi-ovoost,  the  first  rei'jularly 
conjecrated  Eislujp  of  the  American  Protestant  Episco.ate,  who  him- 
self shouldered  a  mvisket  in  the  revolution  and  hence  was  called  the 
fightini^  Sishop.    They  wore  allied  by  classical  tastes,  a  love  of 
natural  science  and  ardoi-  in  the  cause  of  liberty.   With  Gates  he 
compared  the  achievements  of  ;.ion;aouth  with  those  of  Saratoga;   with 
Col.  Fish  he  reviewed  the  captiu^e  of  Yorktown;   with  Dr.  l.iiLchell 
he  rehearsed  from  his  own  sad  experience  the  physical  sufferinc^s 
and  various  diseases  of  the  incai-cerated  patriots  of  the  Jersey 
prison-ship;   and  descanted  on  Italian  Poetry  and  the  piscatory  ec- 
logues of  Sannazius.    He,  doubtless,  furnished  Dr.  Benjamin  DeMfitt 
with  data  for  his  funeral  discourse  on  the  remains  of  the  11500  A- 
raerican  Martyrs.   With  Pintard  he  .could  laud  Horace  and  talk  large- 
ly of  Jones;   with  Sylvanus  miller  he  compared  notes  on  the  polit- 
ical clubs  of  1795—1310.    He  shared  Paine's  vision  of  an  ideal 
democracy . 

"  T  had  when  very  young  read  the  poetry  of  Freneau  ind  as  v/e 
instinctively  become  attached  to  the  writei's  who  first  captivate 
our  imaginations,  it  was  with  much  zest  that  T  formed  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance -.Tith  the  revolutionary  bard.    He  was  at  that  time  about 
seventy-six  years  old  "/hen  he  first  introduced  himself  into  my 
liorary.    I  gave  him  a  hearty  welcome. 

He-.Y  York,  the  city  of  his  birth,  '.vas  his  most  intimate  theme; 
his  collegiate  career  with  Madison,  next.    His  stor.,  of  many  of 
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his  occasional  poems  was  quito  romantic.   As  he  had  at  conu.'jand 
types  and  a  printing-press,  when  an  incident  of  .noment  in  the  Rev- 
olution occurred  he  would  retire  for  composition  or  find  shelter 
uncier  the  shade  oJ'  some  tree,  indite  his  lyric,  repair  to  the  presj, 
set  up  his  types,  and  issue  his  productions.    There  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  vei'sii'ication  v/ith  him.    I  told  him  what  T  had  heard  Jef- 
fry,  t!:e  Scotch  Reviewer  sa;-  of  his  writin^-s,  that  the  time  would 
arrive  -.vrien  his  poetry  like  that  of  Hudibras,  would  command  a  com- 
mentator like  Gray. 

It  is  remark--ble  how  Freneau  preserved  the  acquitions  of  his 
early  classical  studies,  notwithstanding  he  had  for  many  yearsin 
the  after  portion  of  his  life  been  occupied  in  pursuits  so  entirely 
alien  to  books,     __ 

There  is  no  portrait  of  the  patriot  Freneau;   he  always  declined 
the  painter's  art  ana  coulu  brook  no  co-jinterfeit  presentm'^nt ." 

llaai'ly/  c^y^n'::.-  year-s  of  life  .:.rt-"'r  his  -"o.'k  -r.xs    over,  ■'■>i'-  lift 
to  the  poet  in  which  he  might  mingle  with  old  associates  and  discuss 
the  past.    It  is  regret teble  that  the  discussion  was  too  often 


The  portrait  Xha.t    is  usually  ^-iven  of  Freneau  is  not  genuine.    It 
was  sketched  by  an  artist  at  t  le  suggestion  and  according  to  the 
representation  of  members  of  the  poet's  family.    It  is  pronounced 
by  those  who  knew  tlie  original  to  be  a  fair  visual  iri^at ion  of  the 
man  as  he  appeared  at  maturity  of  life. 

Poems  of  tli>^  Revolution,  p.X'vXI. 
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conducted  at  t!ie  tavern  over  the  flowing  bowl,   \V>>eri  fne  ol  '  :  ard 
looked  back  upon  the  road  he  had  travelled,  he  saw  it  rou;;h  and 
stony;   when  he  look  roi-ward  to  the  little  journey  that  remained, 
the  prospect  was  still  barren  and  forbidding.   His  once  ample  es- 
tate had  nearly  onti-t'o3-y- slipped  out  of  his  hands.    Tho  records  oT 
the  county  court  tell  of  sales  of  portions  of  the  land  of  Philip 
Freneau  and  of  f oreclosui'os  of  inert piaj'^^es  upon  his  property.  Oi/ 
A  short  time  itfter  the  war  of  1812,  w'nile  the  poet  and  his 
family  were  at  church,  his  house  at  Ikiount  Pleasant  v;as  burned  and 
all  Tiis  coi-respondence  ana  unpublished  writint5S  were  consumed. 
One  cannot  help  wishin{^  that  the  letters  ho  had  received  from  Mad- 
ison and  Jefferson  might  have  been  saved.    Preneau,  reduced  now 
almost  to  poverty,  removed  his  family  to  a  farn.i-house  situated  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  villat;e  of  Freehold.    This  house 
v/as  occupied  by  the  poet  until  his  death.    It  still  stands  as  a 
reminder  of  his  worst  days,  when 

"The  joys  of  v^ine  are  all  his  beast; 

These  for  a  moment  damped  his  pain. 

The  gleam  is  o'nr,  the  charm  is  lost. 

And  darkness  clouds  the  soul  again.*    O^ 
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Recora:;  of  Monmouth  County  Court,  1-323,  1826, 


Preneau, 


One  sturmy  nit:ht  in  December,  1m.'.3,  the  old  nvan  left  Freehold 
to  walk  to  his  home.    "He  crossea  a  bo{^-meaaov/  to  shorten  the  dis- 
tance.   The  blindin,-:  snow  bewildered  him  and  he  lost  his  way  and 
sank  in  the  morass.    Ke  succeeded  in  gettin^^  out  and  fjainin^  dry 
ground  but  in  attempting:  to  climb  a  fence  he  fell  and  broke  his  hip 
When  discovered  he  was  lyinc  under-  an  apple- tree  at  the  edge  of  the 
meadow —  dead."   _-^ 

About  tv/o  hvmdred  yards  from  the  spot  where  Freneau  lived  in 
.  .*nt  Pleasant  is  a  neat  monument  bearing  this  insci-iption  : 
^  POET'S  JRAVE.  ■ 

PHILIP  FRRNRAU, 
/  Died  Dec.  18,  18.^2. 

At^e  80  years,  11  months,  1.3  days. 
He  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  New  Jei-sey. 

His  upright  and  benevclent  character  is  the  memory  of  many  and  will 
remain  when  this  inscription  is  no  longer  legible. 
"Heaven  lifts  its  everlasting  pc rtals  high 
And  bids  the  pure  in  heart  behold  their  God." 


New  Bedford  Mercury,  l8o4, 

De  Lancey  s  -igests  that  Freneau  was  caught  in  a  "blizzard",  and  it 
is  likely  that  he  was^for  the  Kew  York  paper  of  Dec. 18,  1832  con- 
tains an  account  of  a  violent  snow  storm. 

S<£.    Albany  Daily  Advertiser.  Dec. 18,  1832, 
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By   the   side   of   the    foot's    f;rave  rei^use   the   renain^j    ui    iua   yfii'-j 
who   lived  untM^ho    year   1  ot  0   and   died   at    the   a^"   of   eighty-six. 
Freneau  left   four   chrisif'en  all   of  them  dauijliters .        Of  these  "ejena 
and  AcJ^es   married   into   Mew  Vb«:^  families,   anj^ -Hi   1084    the   deacendaniS 
of   the   poet   \7ore ,    one   daU(-hter,    foiiti?r'and-dau{;hters ,    seventoeri 
great    f^rand-ch.ildren  and  ninet»€n   ^^reat   gi;eat   (:rand-children.  J 
j'reneau  having  no   sons  .of  his    own  adopted  his'^'-ij^rand-son  Philip  Lead- 
beater,   who    took-tlie   name   Philip  Leadbeatei-  FreneaO-,,       That    gentle- 
man died   in   1831  without   male    issue, and   the  name   in   the 'Ya^le   line 
became   extinct. 
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TN  TfTE  HISTORY  OP  AMKRICAii  POLfTICs".    HTS  PtitCR  !N- AMRKIOA+h-LIT- 
ER.\TUl^E.    iTtEriEAU  APPROPKTATED  BY  SCTOTT  AT!D  RT  CTAflPPrT.r.    m¥.~ 
}IEAU '  e  COHTEiMPORARY  TRIBUTES.~^''^^^EAU  A*TW-4^^YISf  . 

We  maj'  fitly  close  this  sketch  by  looking  over  Freneau's  >4f» 
arid-A»4ariis  with  the  purpos.i  oi'  fi  .:  i4aca  ia  oiur.  lit  er.a  tare. 
Rut  before  v/e  Ixwk-at  bis~l4j^iy"  in  \A\\o  loyga  way,  w. will  ftrat  say 
a.-f-ew-^tiilRggrp^iegandiwe  tho  poruerTaiT'lrif?  of  the  man.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  do  this,  for  a  just  conception  of  Freneau's  character  must 
be  entertained  before  a  nice  judgi^ment  upon  some  points  in  our  polifc 
ieal  history  can  be  rendered. 

In  its  outward  aspects  Freneau's  life  vms  a  f?.ilure.   As  a 
;.,_n  of  genius  he  availed  himself  of  the  lindisputed  privile^^e  of  gt- 
man   of  -^^nivt.s   to  be  unsuccessful  in  pecuniary  matters,   r- 
^    "^  It  was  the  fashion  for  our  revolutionary  heroes  to  lani^vusnin 
jail  for  debt  and  to  die  forgotten  and  peririiless.    Freneau's  lifo- 
less  corpse  under  the  apple-tree  remirids  us  oi'  the  sad  iet  of  Robej't 
Morris  and  Charles  Henry  Lee  and  Joel  Barlow.    The  poet  inherited 
a  comfortable  fortune,  but  this  was  dissipated  long  before  his 
death.    For  many  years  he  liv^d  frorn  hand  to  mouth.   We  have  3?on 
that  he  was  intemperate.    This  was  also  a  privilege  in  Freneau's 
day,  denied  to  no  one,  whether  to  poet  or  tc  ireachor,   Notwith- 
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standinc  these  shortcomings,  wc  do  not  finci  that  Prenoau  vras  a  bank- 
rupt eitlier  in  charactci"  or  in  reputaticn^^^  On  the  contrary  wo  have 
positive  evidence  that  his  manliood  was  S(/and,    James  Madiaoii  speaks 
of  his  ■s})otloss  Integrity".   His  publish'^i-s  have  nothing  but  praise 
for  his  worth  as  a  ^entlenmn  and  a  scholar.    His  friends  in  Hew 
York  remembered  him  as  tolerant,  polished  and  cenialr-^A  lady 

J.iving"--=<'iO^)  who  was  a  nieghbor  of  Preneau  and  who  frequently  vis- 

■-•-^^   ..-^^   ^  !   •  \ 
ited  his  house  trel-3r9  me  that  his  uprightness  and  honesty  were  never 

called  into  question.   "He  di^d  universally  lc;ved  and  regretted  by 
all  v;ho  knew  him^was  the  tribute  of  his  old  friend  John  Pintard*  '■ 
The  s tardiness  of  his  nature  was  illustrated  in  tHe  management  of 
the  National  Gazette.   After  his  great  patron  Jefferson  had  aban- 
doned  the  cause  of  the  French,  Preneau  v/ith  characteristic  impru- 
dence and  independence^continued  to  pour  his  broadsides  into  the 
friends  of  neutrality. 

In  matters  of  reli^:;ion  Preneau  was  indifferent.   He  subscrib- 
ed outwardly  to  orthodox  form^^not  because  he  thought  they  were 
true  but  because  he  thought  they  were  useful.   He  was  steeped  in 
the  philosophy  of  Ro*^seau  and  Condorcet.   For  the  human  mind  as 
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well  ao  for  human  institutions  he  demanded  t-  o  utmost  freedom, 
Oh,  impotent  and  vile  aa  vain 
They  who  v/ould  the  native  thought  restrainl 
As  soon  inif^ht  tliey  arrest  the  storm, 
Or  take  from  firs  the  power  to  warm. 
As  man  compel  by  dint  of  laii^ht 
Old  darkness  to  prefer  to  light, 

^o ,  leave  the  mind  unchained  and  free 

And  what  they  ought  mankind  v/ill  be; 

No  hypocrite,  no  lui'king  fiend, 

No  artist  to  some  evillend, 

Bvit  good  and  gi'ea^  banit^ri  and  ju.st 

As  God  and 

Li:.^  :.iany  other  poets  from  David  to  our  ov;n  time,  Preneau  was 
a  pantheist. 

All  that  we  see,  above  ,abi*oad , 

What  is  it  all  but  nature's  God? 
Like  that  of  many  poets,  it  may  be  added-- like  tliat ,  for  in- 
stance of  Addison  or  of  Steele— his  relicion  was  o  very  little 
consequence  to  himself  or  to  any  one  else.    Nevertheless ,> it  ex- 
tended he  tells  US' to  "a  practice  of  the  golden  rule,  as  far  as 
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Permit"  ►,!/'  For  the  austeritios  of  life  rie  had  toe 


weak  nature  would  permit"  ►,!/'  For  the  austerities  uV   life  he   had 
much  contempt.   His  impatience  with  puritanlsni  finus  an  exi^ression 
in  the  following  verses  on  "Tlie  Puritans*: 

On  Sunday  their  faces  were  dark  as  a  cloud. 

The  road  tv    theii*  meeting  v;as  only  allovfed, 

And  those  they  caught  ramblin,:  on  businvaa  or  pleasure 

Were  sent  to  the  stocks  to  repent  at  their  leisure. 

This  day  was  the  mournfullest  day  in  the  week; 

Except  in  reli£;;ion  none  ventured  to  speak. 

This  day  was  the  day  to  examine  their  lives, 

To  clear  off  old  scores  and  preach  to  their  wives. 

In  the  school  of  oppression  thou^^jh  woefully  taught, 

'Twas  only  to  be  the  oppressors  they  sou^jht; 

All,  all  but  themselves  were  bedevilled  and  blind. 

And  their  narrow-souled  creed  -.'as  to  serve  all  mankind. 

This  beautiful  system  of  natxire  below. 
They  neither  considered  or  wanted  to  know; 
And  called  it  a  dog-house  wherein  they  v/ere  pent- 
Unworthy  themselves  and  their  mighty  descent. 


Essays,  Robert  Slender,  p. 49 
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Such  wx-itin;,  as  this  brou,";ht  upon  Prenoau  the  wrath  or  his  Hew 
England  contemporaries,  ana  earned  for  him  much  un^warrinted  abuse. 
In  Connecticut  and  Masaachusctts  the  nev/spapei"s  of  his  day  referred 
to  him  as  an  atheist  anJ  the  foe  of  cood  government .and  fame  has 
transmitted  this  opinion  of  the  man  to  our  ov/n  times.    Yet  there 
is  nothing  in  the  history  oV   Freneau's  life  to  justify  sucli  an  un- 
favorable judgiftment.   He  was  a  man  ol"  strong  conviction  arid  stro-. 
utterance  and  many  suffered  fi-om  the  freedom  of  his  lance.   A  cai'G- 
ful  examination  of  his  lon^^  life,  however,  reveals  nothing  in  him 
that  was  base  or  lov/. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  man's  character  we  are  prepared  to 
take  up  a  story  that  has  thro-ffn  discredit  upon  his  name  and  upon 
the  name  oT   Jefferson.    The  story^that  Freneau  in  his  old  age  said 
that  Jefferson  did  write  for  the  Nat i onal  Gaze 1 1 e ;  that  indeed  he 
wrote  thj>  most  offensive  articles  that  appeared  iii  that  paper. 
In  other  words,^  we  are  told  that  Freneau  a^ittsd  tliat.He  had 
sworn  to  a  lie  when  he  swore  before  the  j|ayor,^hat  Jefrerson  never 
wrote  a  line  directly,  or  indirectly,  for  the  Ga^z.ette.    This  is 
the  way  the  story  comes  dov;n  to  us:    Griswold,  an  encyclopedia  mak- 
er, said  that  Dr.  John  W.  Francis  said  tliat  Freneau  told  Lin  that 
Jefferson  wrote  i'or  the  Gazette.   This  statement  if  true  would 
make  both  Freneau  and  Jefferson  the  clumsiest  of  liars.    From  tho 
nature  of  the  story  it  cannot  be  absolutely  disproved,  but  there 
are  stron,-  considei'a  .ions  for  not  accepting  it. 

In  the  first  place,  Griswold  is  extremely  unreliable.    It  in 
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not  meant  thai  the  learned  pr'eac:!?r  v/ouia  TrnTt-c i ottAly~l> u t  into  i^rint 
vmat  he  knew  to  be  false,  but  it  is  meant  that  he  was  sliockingly 
careless  about  ^ettinr,  tilings  ri;-ht.    In  illustration  of  this  vre 
may  take  the  firsL  pa^e  of  the  first  edition  (1842  )of  liis  •?peta 
and  Poetry  of^America"  ,  where  he  attempts  to  sk-tc!i  Preneau's  life. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  paf;e  more  pregnant  with  mistakes 
and  misinformation  thar.  this.    Intone  paragraph  of  four  sentences 
there  are  five  palpable  errors.   Jte  wiH*  citec^i^  as  a  curiosity  c 
ignorance: 

"As  a  reward  for  the  ability  and  patriotism  he  liaa  displayed 
during  the  war,  Mr,  Jefferson  gave  him  (FreneaujI  a  place  in  the  De- 
partment of  State;   but  his  public  employment  being  of  too  seden- 
tary a  description  for  a  man  oj'  his  ardent  temperament  he  soon  re- 
linquished it  to  conduct  in  Philadelphia  a  paper  entitled  "The  Prec?- 
man's  Journal",   He  was  the  only  editor  who  remained  at  his  post 
diiring  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  that  city  in  1791. 
The  Journal  was  iinprof itable  and  he  gave  it  up  in  17j6   to  take  com- 
mand of  a  mercharxt  ship  in  which  he  made  s?vfiral  voyages  to  Madeira 
tiie  West  Indies  and  other  places.   His  naval  ballads  and  other 
poems  relatini^  to  the  sea  written  in  this  period  are  among  the  most 
spirited  and  carefully  finished  of  his  productions." 

Now,  (1)  Preneau  did  not  give  up  his  goverru/isnt  position  to 
"Agdit  a  paper,  (2)  he  V|id  not  edit  the  Freeman's  Journal .  (3)  yellow 
Y  fever  was  not  preval-r-nt  in  Philadelphiii  in  1791,  (4)  lie  diJ  not  take 
command  of  a  merchant  ship  when  he  left  Philad-^li^hia  in  1793,  (5) 


his  navLil  ballads  were  nca  composed  in  the  period  oJ"  which  he  is 
speaking.    It  is  submitted  that  we  should  be  very  reluctant  to  at- 
tach any  importance  to  anything  that   such  a  careless  writor  might 
rehearse  from  memory.    It  is  too  likely  that  his  memory  iron  id  be 
-as  full  of  holes  as  his  knowledge. 

In  the  second  place,  we  know  that  the  same  Dr.  Francis  who  is 
quoted  as  having  cast  such  a  foul    imputation  upon  Preneau's  charac- 
ter, regarded  the  poet  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity.   If  Preneau 
had  really  admitted  that  he  had  cor.imitted  perjury,  Prancis  would 
hardly  have  written  these  words  of  the  perjurer.   "His  private 
worth  won  the  admiration  of  both  parties."    Besides,  if  Preneau 
had  made  such  an  admission,  Dr.  Pi-ancis,  the  President  of  a  great 
Historical  Association,  appreciated  its  historical  significance  and 
would  have  himself  spoken  of  it  in  his  sketch  of  Preneau.    In  that 
sketch  lie  does  not  iitilessj  to  any  such  conversation  as  Griswold  re- 
ports. 

In  the  last  place,  Preneau' s  whole  life  is  a  denial  of  Gris- 
wold' s  statement.   The  patriot  poet  yias   nothing  if  not  straight- 
for^.yard  and  truthful^and  our  credulity  is  s^aggerBd  when  we  are 
asked  to  believe  that  he  delibei-ately  coiifessed  that  he  was  tiae 
greatest  of  liars  and  the  basest  of  knaves.   History  is  Ammtk-etf- 
(Tcgainst  the  supposition  that  Jefferson  ever  wrote  a  line  for  the 
National  gazette  and  there  is  a.j^r4U.VJ^1.e  reason  to  believe  that 
Preneau  evfjr  said  that  he  wrote  for  it.//  As  to  Prenoau's  part  in 
the  history  of  our  politics,  little  neod  be  added  to  wliat  has  al- 
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ready  been  said.   He  was  not  a  statesman  in  any  annse  of  the  word. 
A  violent  dioposition  and  an  intolerant  nature  unfitted  him  for  the 
leadership  of  men,a^'^^-«  narrowness  of  mind  niade  him  unsafe  as  a 
counsellor.   Nor  was  he  a  politician  in  a  practical  sense.   He 
sou{^ht  no  office  and  he  entered  into  no  combinations  to  secure  par- 
ty advantage.   He  di^not  look  to  office  as  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  publicist.    He  advocated  democracy  for  its  ov/n  sake. 
In  the  enthusiasm  tteaV-Astas-born  of  tSl  sincerity  of  Catim   is  to  be 
found  his  greatest  strength.    The  ;-low  of  conviction  was  upon  all 
his  Yiritings,  and  when  he  came  out  with  av  piooe  denouncing  Adams  or 
Hamilton,  his  v;ords  burned  themselves  into  the  mind  of  the  public. 
He  appealed  to  the  populace,  a«ti-4-t  read  and  appla'ided,  and  when 
election  time  came  i^  voted  his  w -y.   So  sure  and  so  uniform  was 
Iiis  success /that  ft  is  safe  to  say  tliat,  excepting  Jefferson  himself, 
democracy  in  i^im^r-i  fi  (hnj^  in^itin  hn^anning  nr  abler  champion  than 
Philip  Freneau.      ^"^7/   <"  V    7T^    '    /^  •'•'.-  .'  ^   /  ,^, 

Fi'^neau's  place  in  ou?  literaiUPlJ  "la'  UT  leaa  iiinjortanfln  than «_ 

his  place  in  our  politics.    Yet  vmether  as  a  poet  or  a  writer  of 
elegant  prose  he  is  an  important  figure  in  the  history  of  American 
letters.    He  v/as  recognizefd.  in  his  day  as  tiia  first  of  Amei'ican 
poets  and  c~ritics  oJ"  oar  own  aay  are  not  disposed  to  rob  him  of 
this  distinction.    It  is  true  that  such  a  distiiiction  does  not  car- 
ry wit\  it  great  glory;   to  say  of  a  poet  tliat  l;e  was  greatar  t'aan 
Dwight'or  Barlov;  is  not  to  say  much.    But  genius  liaJ  to  have  a  be- 
ginning in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  in  the  writings  of  Philip 


OxJDBfq  .lolJs; 

oot  Jon 

i'isonxa   cfW   lo  ff'xod .  2£.w ->/ 

fT      .f'; 


rsneau  thatjve  first  discover  ai:;ns  of  true  ^^eniua.    That  he  v/as 
not  greater  was  due  to  liis  carelessness.   He  seenis  te.  have  been 
endowed  v/ith  all  kinds  of  abilities  except  the  ability  to  tako  pa  . 
All  kinds  of  rhyme  wej-e  easy  to  him,  and  he  avoided  no  theme  as 
difficult.    But  he  wrote  en,  turnin^:  out  verses  by  the  thousand 
wit:-,  apparent  scorn  for  anythinj^  like  accuracy  or  finish.    Prom 
boyhood  to  old  age  »  fluency  stood  bet'.veen  him  and  c^ea.t:nesa.    He 
never  learned  the  c^^eatest  of  arts— to  blot.   This  laziness  of 
metl-:od  was  good  for  spontaneity^  and  was  t*?eirirf«i^e  the  source  of  that 
small  part  of  Freneau's  woi-k  that  is  really  f,rea.t   and  lasting. 

In  the  develoi-inent  of  American  literatui'e  Preneau  was  the  first 
to  use  successfully  the  Indian  as  the  theme  of  son^j  and  story. 
Cooper  and  Lorit^fello'v  ^aoubtless  had  their  youthful  imaginations  fed 
upon  Freneau's  "Indian  Student".  "Kin/:  Tammany' s  Prophecy"  .  "The 
Indian  Burying  Ground"  .   *The  Dyin^-;  Indian".  It  is  quite  likely  that 
these  pieces  fireu  their  boyish  fancies,  for  we  lar.st  knov;  that  sev- 
enty-five years  a^^o  a  sciiool  reading  book  was  not  complete  without 
selections  from  the  Poems  of  Philii-  Freneau, 

In  some  v;ay  '■>■  ■'■'•t'ipr  ono  of  these  same  Indian  poems--  'The  In- 
dian Burying  grourid"—  fell  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Campbell  .    The 
English  poet  did  not  aisdain  to  borro'"  outright  from  the  American. 
Campbell  in  his  "O'Coriner'  s  Child"  .  wrote  this  quatrain: 
Novf  on  the  grass-green  pOirf   he  sits, 
His  ta...sei><4  horj>»^esiue  him  lada; 
i:o',7  o'  or  t^   liii'l .;  '  :  , 


riXiffr/o    .     :    " JO'iv/   erl 


J  old   0 
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In  Freneau  Campbell  had  read: 

By  midnight  rnoons  ,  o'er  moistenini';  dews, 

In  vestmenLs  for  the  chase  arrayed; 

The  hunter  still  the  deer  pursues. 

The  hunter  and  tho  6.3  ■■v-   a.    shade. 
"Freneau",  says  Henry  Adams,  ■could  afford  to  forgive  the  theft 
which  thus  called  attention  to  the  simple  t^i^'^ce  of  his  melody;   bi. 
although  one  such  compliment  might  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  common  :.'i3n , 
only  merit  could  exj^lain  a  second  accident  of  the  same  kind." 
The  second  robbery  v/as  committed  by  no  less  a  man  than  Sir  Walt^■?r 
Scott.    In  the  introduction  to  the  third  canto  of  Marmion,  in  an 
apostrophe  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  these  lines  are  found: 

Lamentea  Chief--not  thine  the  power 

To  save  in  that  presumptuous  houi- , 

Wlien  Prussia  hurried  to  the  field,  , 

Ana  snatched  the  spear  ana  left  the  shield, 
Nov;  Scott  had  seen  in  a  Magazine  and  had  learned  by  heart  Freneau's 
"Heroes  of  Eutaw  Spring".    In  that  poem  is  this  quatrain. 

They  s  ..w  their  injured  country's  v/oe; 

The  flaming  tov/n,  the  wasted  field; 

Tney  rushed  to  meet  the  insul'.  ing  foe. 

They  took  the  speiir  ana  left  the  shield. 
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:,:.   Americ-.n  visitor  to  Scott  called  his  attention  to  the  lines  that 
were  so  nearly  identical.   The  poet  acknowledged  his  indebtedness 
to  Freneau,  and  expressed  a  willincness  tu  publicly  acknowledge  it. 
The  author  of  Uarrnion  when  he  a])i)ropriated  t!ie  line  did  not  ever, 
knovv  the  nai  »e  of  the  author  of  "Heroes  of  F.utaw  Sprin/r"! 

Critics  !iave  been  much  more  charitable  to-^ard  Preneau  the  poet 
than  historians  have  been  toward  Freneau  the  democrat.    In  his  ov/.. 
day  he  was  the  frequent  subject  of  poetical  eulO;-y,    Soon  after 
his  first  volume  of  poems  came  out ,  an  admirer  in  Philadelphia  ad- 
dressed tc  him  a  long  epistle  of  con;;^ratulatiun.   A  few  lines  v/LlJ 
give  its  spirit: 

'  Tho  I  know  not  your  person,  I  well  kno^v  your  raei-it, 
Your  satire  admire,  -your  muso  of  true  spirit; 
Who  reads  tliem  must  smile  at  poetical  story 
Except  the  kind's  printer,  oi*  some  such  like  Tory; 
Sir  William,  Sir  Harry,  and  would-be  Sir  John, 
Cornwallis,  the  Devil,  those  bucks  of  the  ton; 
Bui  a  fig  for  the  anger  of  such  petty  rot:paes , 
To  the  devil  '-'e  pitch  them  v/ithout  slues  cr  bro<mesl 
But  yoi:^ -fforthy  poet,  whose  soul  cutting;  ren 
In  {•;all  paints  the  crimes  of  all  time-serving  men, 
The  fiend  of  corruption,  the  wretch  of  an  houi* , 


i: 
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'V?. 


Fi'   .  .  '       Tar  unli)- 

Thi    ,  ...     1,  ,     all-wotv 


Grii..  d'.in.^ec^s   i,u    •  '  .'/q[ 

Your  ntiiae   to  \ipight   honor   ti.  sh^ll    lil't. 

That   glowed    in  \i.e   boson   of  Chu-rchill    c^nd    :5wirt; 
And  wi-.en   you   csru   i\tJiiibe-ed ,    al/s,    wit.  i 

Your  works    by   true  \its   WilJ    forevor   be    rjad ; 
'i'fho   point  ir,":    L-.'-   fingar   ajn^.!!    pensively   show 
The   lir.ys    that   we-e  writ(ten   al^s,'    by  Fre: 
In    &    brocnnre    of   lb2G,    entitloli    "Amen 
rej..eLibered    m   these   ka.ni    : 

KiS     song    could     Ti  ■.     -.:     t:<:.i.i.   .r    >.  :       i:.-j      .   •■••cf, 

RaisG  up   th-s   co-.vei'd,    iniui&ts   tirte   brave. 
While    //it    and    attire   cast    their  dtirrs   around, 
And   fools    ird   cowards    tryiable   at    t:>e   sound, 
Lst    tne   old;  bc.rd   wnos.i   patriot    voice  \}as   fii.ied 
The   Tirs    pf  Freed(4ii   that    r-ideamed    our  iVnd 

\ 

Livo   on    t::o    scroll   v/it::   kindred   nai.ies    th^V  swell 
The   paiiije   of  history  whe^'o    thoir  honori-   dvel\; 
T^ith.  full    ap,l:.use,    m  honor   to  his    age, 
Disrnis.  pc'et    froi..   the   stcf^e. 


Thy^T'O   lino- 


v(.lniiie   of  Hor^ti 


Crown  his   l>^'ot    exi.    .w>.:.    .i  i  ^  ^  ..i.  ,.  jibi.vvi    t^r-i^,,-, 
And    kindly   nicio   ins    ir^ldno  ■ :-    wilr.   i.  ^  ■       :    ^ .  'X 

In    our   t  iius.  Fronoiau    is    but    litMi    krcv;'  i. 

Yet   vih'in   the   criiieis   do   take   hun  ui-    •     .  ;ruod   word 

for'  him.         "The    avera{;;e   excell  ,■■-.;:    of  JVeneau's    ■ 
Richfardson,    "is    si.i-.ll,    L'.t    occ=.sii.ntlly     one   finda   a  lino,    a 
or   even   a  wr.ole   i-oeiii  marked   by    iuaginatiim   ^   •  . 

It    is    a   pie- sure,    aft    r   the   dvll    hymns    ind    .v  r  i   ns   iJi-oduc- 

ed    m  Aiiiorica   du'-m.:   the   fi -^st  cent'    ■  colonial 

to   eoi:ie  upon   one   little   lyric,    i ''  rio  i..or;i ,  .liko  yr-ne^u's    "'Vil:! 
"oney-suckle"-  £>   poe,.,   impo  -feet  ,    irrof^ular, 

I.Ir.    I.loses    Coit    Tyler    Sciys:       "Frene^u   d  lu    ».:..'    -.^.tk    ih.l;.    'j^i-j.. 
.    d    late,    so   fresh,    so   origin-l,    so.  unhackneyed,    so  defiant   of   t  •^, 
i    -adiV-ons    that    tr.en  h-iaper^ed    and   deaden?'    "n;'lish   verse,    so   de- 
lif^htfnl    in    Its    feirless    appropriation    o  thmjrs    for  the  di- 

vine   service    of   poetry    as    to   entitle   h  ...    to    be    called    a   piones:*   o: 
the   new   poetic    age    that   was    then   br^akin;;  up  'the   •■Torld, 
for   to   be    classed    witn   Cov/per,    Burns,    Words  .  tr.eir  i... 

ct^i..rcides ,  —  those   poetic    iconoclasts  who,    enterinK  t,i-.e   te. 
eig'hteenth   century   English    verse,    broke   up    its   woo-.i  sn    idols,    r   - 
jected    ii5    conventionalized   diction,    and    siljncel    forever    its 


ois.    Monotonous    and    ins^nce^'e   tune 
iSf 


Finally,    of  Frene^^u,    it    roi;.airr    tc    be    ^---id    th-t    in   a   certain 
j;..inent    sense,    he   v/.-s    the   first   Aiaeric    n   pt-et    of  'lemocra/    " 
that    from   the    becinnm"    to    the    end -of  hia   <j6n»aArAafd    i"    ■ 

American   Eards,    Phi  1 -.(i  elpnia   l>'iiO. 


fry    fon.i   of   temptation,    h-  3-  fio  -cory,    Biiv-. 

iruX-  tu   tne   conv'ii".  li'-n   tliat   ni 
be   &   prs^tagonist    on   behalf   of  hui..-:     t.-t  .  ■ 
seilants    .vXe I ; . ■:; i-    ir    cimrch   cr   sti-te. 

K.    A.    -^Aii-ckinck   says:      "His    hm--  ci-^i    r.    •' f  n-.t^--?    is    f-'l  ■- 
ind   sympbthetic,    yno   of   the   pure   sp 

■.•ous   cur.--nt    of  h'H    ^'^n^vr  when   he   caiue   out  -n   to  deal 

.-.h   quack'.3ry,    pr-tens'^  4>p:l    injustice.   ^Pui    what    is   perhaps  most 
worthy    of  notice    in  Frene\u    is   his    or/f^inolity ,    f..-    ms-.inct   wit., 
which  his   .cenius  marked    out\   pat^f or   it.^lf   m   those   days  wn.n 
most   writers   were   la-.ninr   i>.  Id    fcroi-r.    .onoa    of   Pope. 

He  w.s   not    ..fr^id   of  h>  ^    inciionts.        r^e.ling  witr 

•   cts    ..nd    re.lities    ond    l;^    ure    ^.round   him,    v/.erever   he   v/.s,    ais 

•itiniss   havo    still    an   >nte"est   vme -i    the   vague   expressions   of 
other   peo.le   .ro   for.,etten.        >Us    poe::,s  .a.y  b.   littl.    r..d   now,    l: 
iho.    will    8u-ly    be    rovrived   and    cherished   ^i-.o^jg   t:.e   historic    c...d 
poetic    lU^r.tu...    of  th.   l^nd .         The    tree   vmi.h\l.nts    its    roots 
....St    fi-i.ly    m   the   pr.v..-.t,    v;ill    survive    t=;e   Icngest^with   post  -'- 

ity." 

This  will  p'-obably  continue  to  he  the  judgi..er.t  of  i 

•rene-.u's  poe:,.s  wil.l  be  from  time  to  time  repaint  .'d  and  ^.t  -., 
themarke:.    Indeed.         .ort  t.n^  ^-tTt^ -M^^l'^ ' 


.  ,   .  <„„.  ^^r     V     -■-.x   .-.  ■,        -i.  II..  1 

Lit'i'ur.,  I'ls'ory  o.  i:-e  /u.i-  -c-i  .-- 


se,    It    v/ill    : 

•    theS'3    v.'vy   histc'-ic    pi     ■ 
it    IS    tr.e    '.oud  it    thbt   c 

.11    bu   Freneau's    pGculiJJir    let 
.Gs    scved    to   future   gener^.tio! 
■?s.         Fo:^   hiG    few    v"?i.ly 
cliii.i   iiiii..oina   it'-   on 


'Wild  honey-suekle"   woiild   hc.ve   !• 


As    a    pui  , 
id;      bui    it! 


;  ir,  ■  '  on   ir  he  hcJd 

hot    &1po   been   the   Siuthor   of    "RivinKion's   i:  .    i    Hi    -nd   Test&ji.er  t" 
erd    "Lord   Durj:iore's   Petition".         F-ene=u's    glory  will    a^vy-ays    bj 

■.at    in    the    "d-:.'-k   d.,;£    > ,  :*    ;..■:    rovolntiui-    no    ci;oer    '.    t^..?    ho^rts    oi' 
his   despond  in 
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^JA€  Publicationd  of  Philii-  Preneau. 
(A)   Newspapers. 

1.  The  Kational  Gazette^.   Published  at  Philadelphia.   First 
number,  October,  1791;   last  number,  October,  1793.   A  complete 
file  of  this  i  aper  may  be  found  in  the  library  of  the  Library  Com- 
pany  of  Philadelpliia.    It  is  difficult  to  find  a  complete  file 
elsewhere. 

2.  '  ^The  Jersey  Chronicle.   Published  in  iMount  Pleasant,  New 
Jersey,  in  1795.   A  file  may  be  found  in  the  library  of  the  Mew 
York  Historical  Society, 

3.  '   The  Time-Piece  and  Literary  Companion.'   Be^un  March,  179'/ 
Freneau  was  connected  with  it  less  than  a  year.   A  ^'ile  may  be 
found  in  the  Lermox  Library  in  Kew  York. 

(B).   Books. 


1.       "A   Poem  on   the  Rising  Glory   of  America;       bem,:   ar,   Kxercise 
DelivLired  at    the  Public   con^encement   at   IJassua  ITall,   September  25, 
1771." 

This  was   published  at   Philadelphia    in   1772.        It    is   a   sm-tll 
unbourid   octavo   of  27   l'a,;;es.     Tt   may   be   fouiid    in   the  Library   of 


^Philadelphia   i«-  the   best   plaeo   io   study»-'^eneau.        The  ^Pennsylva- 
nia Historical   Society  het&  al«»»*t.all   hi3   works. 
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Princeton  Collef;e. 

Hildeburn  has  the  rollowin^  tiote  on  this  pub]  Icut ion: 
"It  is  attributed  to  Judge  H.  H.  Brackenridge  and  also  to 
Brackenridge  and  Fi'eneau  jointly.    In  the  Edition  of  Preneau's 
Poems,  printed  on  his  own  press  and  under  his  supervision  at  Mon- 
mouth in  1809  _^e  should  have  said  1705^  ihis  poem  is  given  a  prom- 
inent place  without  any  i-eference  being  rr^ade  to  Brackenridge' s 
sMare  in  its  composition.    On  the  title  page  of  Brackenridge' 3 
"Poem  on  Divine  Revelation"  that  piece  is  said  to  be  by  the  same 
person  who  on  a  similar  occasion  delivered  a   small  poem  on  the 
rising  glory  of  America.    This  nay  have  been  the  ground  on  which 
the  last-named  poem  was  attributed  to  Brackenridge.    But  as  it  ad- 
mits of  the  construction  that  he  only  read  or  recitod  the  earlier 
poem  of  which  Freneau  claims  the  sole  authorship,  I  have  placed  it 
under  the  lattei^s  name."    Hildeburn' s  Issues  of  the  Presr.  of  Penn- 
sylvania, vol.TI.,  p. 143. 

2.  "Voyage  to  Boston.   A  Poem",   A  small   octavo  of  24  pages; 
printed  in  Philadelphia  in  1775. 

3.  "The  British  Prison-Ship.   A  Poem  in  Four  Cantoea" .   An 
octavo  of  26   pages;   printed  in  Philadelphia  in  1781, 

4.  "Hew  Travels  through  North  America".    This  is  a  transla- 
tion by  Freneau  of  Claude  C,  P.obin's  "Voyage  dans  L'Amerique  Sep- 
tentrionale"  ,    This  small  octavo  voliune  of  112  pages  -as  publishe  . 
in  Philadelphia  in  1783.    It  may  be  found  in  the  libra]-y  of  the 
'istoi'ical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 


5.  "The  Poeuis  oi"  Philii)  Fivmeau,  Wriiten  Chieriy  dui-ing  the 
Late  War".   An  ocLavo  volujiie  of  416  pages,  publiahed  in  Philadel- 
phia in  the  year  17j6.    This  very  rar-^  and  valuable  volume  rnay  be 
found  in  the  Library  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society. 

6.  "A  Journey  from  Philadelphia  to  Nev/  York  h:'  vmy  of  Bur- 
lington arid  South  Amboy.    By  Robert  Slender,  Stocking;  'Veaver"  { Pre- 
iieau).    This  is  a  small  octavo  of  28  pages;   published  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1787.    It  may  be  fourid  in  the  Ilev/  York  Historical  Li- 
brary. 

7.  "The  Miscellaneous  Works  of  \\r .  Philip  Freneau  containing; 
his  Essays  and  Additional  Poems",  Published  in  Philadeli>hrb ,  17L 
it  may  be  found  in  the  Library  of  Congress, 

8.  "The  Village  Merchant":   A  Poem  to  which  is  added  the  Coun- 
try Primer.   A  small  octavo  of  15  pages,  printed  at  Philadelphia 
in  1794 
^     9.   "roems  'A'ritten  betv/eon  the  years  17':'3  and  1704  by  Philip 

y Freneau  of  New  Jersey".    This  was  printed  at  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1795,  at  tho  press  of  the  aut-ior.    It  may  be  found  in  the  Library 
of  CongjjjJBss  or  in  thsrt'of  Harvard  Gollogo>   This  edition  contains 
the  b;Alt  of  Freneau' s  poems, 

10.   "T.ette:-s  or.  Various  and  Interesting  Subjects  many  of 
which  have  appeared  in  the, Aurora.    By  Robert  Slender  0.  S.  M." 
^0.  S.  M.—  6ne  of  th3  Swinish  Multitude]    Small  octavo  of  142  pagoj 
Published  in  Philadelphia  in  179!.'.    It  may  be  found  in  the  library 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society, 


^  «3  ^  U 

11.  "A  Lau  liable  Poom  or  Robert  Slendui-'a  Journey  i'roia  i'hila- 
delphia  to  lie-  York".    This  is  a  reprint  under  a  new  title  of  no. 6, 

12.  "Poems  Written  and  Published  during  the  American  Revoiu- 
tionery  War,  and  now  Republished  from  the  Original  Manuscripts  in- 
terspersed with  Translations  from  the  Ancients,  and  other  pieces 
not  heretofore  in  print".    Published  in  iVo  duodecimo  volumes  in 
Philadelphia  in  1309.    It  is  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society. 

1'6 .      "A  Collection  of  Poems  on  American  Affairs,  v/ritten  be- 
tw3Qn  the  year  1797  and  the  Present  Time".    Published  in  lle-.v  York 
in  two  duodeci.iio  volumes  in  1015.    To  be  found  in  the  ■fiET'ii^'t  Jhib- 
lic  Library  and  the  Library  of  Con^^iiress. 

14.  "Poems  on  Various  Subjects,  but  chiefly  illustrative  of  t". 
Events  and  Actors  in  the  American  War  of  Independence".    Ti^is  ia 

a  repi-irit  of  ti^^  edition  of  1786.    It  was  published  in  fac-simile 
in  London  in  IStJl  by  J.  R.  Smith. 

15.  "Poems  Relating  to  the  American  Revolution".   With  a*  In- 
troduction, l/iernoir,  and  Notes  by  E.  A.  Duyckinck,  New  York,  lb65. 
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T  T  .  Autiiorit  iea  Consul  tou . 


(A )  .   Nawapipora . 
uazett-  vi    the   United  States,  1791-179:^. 
Mew  York  Daily  Advertiser,  1791. 
!!ev;  York  iMirror,  133;'>. 
Connecticut  Courant ,  1792. 
Boston  Independent,  1792. 

Ainerican  Daily  Advertiser,  1791  —  1793. 

Me^»— Yoi-Jt  Na^-ion,  1805. 

iVionmouth  Enquirer,    1832. 

United  States  Magazine,  1778—1779. 

Magazine  of  American  History,  Vol. XVII. 

Analectic  Magazine,  1815. 

(B)  .  Books. 

Documents  Relatin-  to  Colonial  History  of   Nev/  York, 

Collection  of  Husuenot  Society. 

Proce-^dings  of  Hucueno^  Society, 

Records  of  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  ::ey;  York. 

Memoirs  of  Huguenot  Family  Fontaine. 

Hageman's  History  of  the  College  of  Mtnv  Jersey. 
Princeton  and  its  Institutions. 

Hildeburn's  Issues  of  the  Pr^ss  of  Pennsylvania. 
Richardson's  Amer-ican  Literature. 


Jorseymen  in  the  Revolution. 
Porman's  Journey  dov/n  th'^  Ohio, 
Sketch  of  Preneau  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis. 
Writings  oi"  Madison. 
Randall's  Life  of  Jeffersori. 
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Sparks'  Life  and  Writings  of  Washirn^ton, 

Joliri  Adams '  Works  . 

Works  of  Samuel  Adams, 

Sparks'  ^euverneur  Morris,  Life  and  V/orks , 

Ford's  Jefferson's  Writings. 

Hamilton's  Works. 

Works  of  Fisher  Amos. 

Life  of  Rufus  King.^  (^  ^S^K^uJU^  ^.   fe^. 

Life  and  Correspondence  of  Rufus  King. 


A.T.erican  Bards,  Philadelphia,  1820. 
Henry  Adams'  History  of  the  United  States 
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